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THE following difcourfcs I commit to 
the public with diffidence. There \% 
no fpecies of compofition which it is more 
difficult to execute well, fo as, at once, to 
edify and pleafe — to give the grace of no- 
velty to old and trite truths — and to add the 
decent and lawful embellifliments of art to 
the fimplicity of the gofpel. Stile is fo 
much an objeft of cultivation, in the pre- 
fent age, that the moft ferious and intereft- 
ing truths are no longer well received, un- 
lels coaveyed in an agreeable manner. I 
have endeavored, in this refpeft, to confult 
the public tafte, without facrificing to it, 
ha\yever, the plainnefs and gravity of evan^ 
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gelic truth. As far as I have been able, I 
have ftudied to unite the fimplicity that be- 
comes the pulpit, along with a portion of 
that elegance that is now fo loudly demand- 
ed in every kind of writing. The fubjefls 
of difcourfe I have fele£lcd with as much va- 
riety as poflible, and have endeavored to 
adapt to them a correfpondent variety of 
llile. 

The French preachers, who flouriftied at 
the clofe of the laft, and the commencement 
of the prefcnt century, I have, from an early 
period of life, admired for a certain fervor 
in their facred eloquence, which the Enghfh, 
too frequently^ want. This manner I aim- 
ed, in fome degree, to transfufe into my own. 
And altho, in prepairing thefe difcourfes 
for the prefs, and confequently for the clo- 
fet, where the mind is ufually in a cool and 
difpaflionate ftate,I have abated fomewhat of 
the warmth which I endeavored to fupport 
in the delivery, yet, in the greater part of 
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them, this charafter will ftill be per- 
ceivable. 

It is almoft impoffible, in the prefent pe- 
riod of fociety, ancj of the progrefs of letters, 
to treat on any fubjefl: in morals or religion 
that has not been illuftrated, in fome point 
of view, by fome eminent writer. Altho 
every writer and fpeaker, if he has any ta- 
lents, will be diftinguifhed by a pecuHar 
manner of thought and expreffion, which 
will give variety and novelty to a fubjeft in 
his hands ; yet, there may fometimes ex ill 
an unavoidable coincidence of fentiment be- 
tween him and others, and, fometimes, ano- 
ther may have fo happily hit off an idea 
that he would not wifli to change it, becaufe 
it cannot be changed but with difadvantage- 
Where a few inftances of this ^ind occur in 
the following difcourfes, I have carefully re- 
ferred to the authors, as far as my memory 
has ferved me. For this I have the exam- 
ple of Arch-bilhop Tillotfon, and other 
diftinguifhed writers in the Englilli lan- 
guage. 
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In the greater part of thefe difcourfes I 
have adopted the ordinary mode of divifion. 
In that on Death, however, I have followed 
the idea of the celebrated Arch-bi(hop of 
Cambrayinhis dialogues on eloquence, in 
which he recommends to a preacher to take 
fome fmglc truth, fome Ample principle of 
religion, as the fubjeft of difcourfe ; and^ 
in the illuftration, to obferve a real but 
concealed order, not laid down in dillin^l 
propofitions, nor marked by numerical cha- 
rafters. In a warm and pathetic ftrain of 
addrefs this ftrufture of a difcourfe may pro- 
fitably be chofen ; but where inftruSion 
principally is aimed at, the common prac- 
tice, by dillinft and marked divifions, is^ 
perhaps, to be preferred. 

Some readers would have been better pleaf- 
ed with profound theological difcuffions, 
and with more copious arguments and il- 
luftrations drawn from the facred fcriptures. 
I have chofen, however, to adapt myfelf to 
a much larger clafs who can hardly be in- 
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dsiced to read writings, of the kind I have 

jiA mentioned ; and I have endeavored to 

gadn an accefs to their hearts for the folid 

and fubfiantial truths of religion by difplay^ 

ing them in a manner that, if it does not 

gratify, will, at leaft, not offend their ta(le« 

I^eaden of every claft will find in them many 

remarks drawn from the philofophy of hu-» 

man nature, mingled along with the illuf- 

trations of divine truth. 

Such philofophical, critical, or hiftorical 
references as I thought might wear an air of 
pedantry if introduced into the text I. have 
thrown into notes. To the learned reader, 
indeed, they are unneceffary, and might 
have been fpared ; but, to thofe lefs conver- 
fant in books, they may not be unentertain- 
ing, nor entirely ufelefs. 

The defign of making this publication did 
not originate with me. Nothing was more 
remote from my thoughts at the time it was 
liiggefted and urged by a valued friend from 
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his partiality, father than from his judg- 
ment. And ftill, I am far from eftimating 
highly its merit, or being fanguine of its fuc- 
cefs. ^It will at Icaft enable me to judge 
whether or not any other work of the fame 
kind is likely to be well received. — That it 
may be ufeful to any portion of my readers, 
and invite to ferious refleftion fome who 
would not have fought it from another book 
is my fervent prayer, and almoft my higheft 
hope. 

SAMUEL S. SMITH. 



DISCOURSE I. 

CAUSES OF INFIDELITY. 
^ 

Psalms liii. i.^ 
The fool hath f aid in his hearty there is no God. 

IN the facred language, the fool and the 
finner fignify the fame perfon. Impiety* 
is oppofed to the cleareft principles of rea- 
fon, and vice makes the facrifice of the bed 
and higheft interefts of human nature. Vi- 
cious conduft naturally leads to impiety in 
principle — and, reciprocally, impiety in- 
creafes the ftrength of ev^ery (inful propenfi- 
ty. Irreligious principle, in every degree of 
it, fprings out of the corruption of the heart. 
It is the dictate of its finful inclinations, of 
its guilty fifties, of its criminal palfions, 

* Impiety is a term that exprefles thofe principles that 
deny the being, perfcdions or providence of God, or thofe 
^lons that moft diredly violate his authority, and Uie duty 
and reverence which wc owe to him. 

B 
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I 

which, much more than reafon, contribute 
to form the moral fyftem and rule of con- 
dua of an unbeliever. Atheifm, which is 
its ultimate grade, will ufually be found 
connefted with extreme depravity of man- 
ners. Therefore, the facred writer fubjoins 
to the refleaion in the text, " corrupt are 
they, and have done abominable iniquity." 

The progrefs of infidelity, like that of 
vice, is gradual. Men at firft entcnain 
doubts concerning thofe laws, only, of reli- 
gion which are moft direaiy oppofed to 
their favorite pleafures. By degrees they 
queftion every doarine that impofes any 
reftraint upon their moft indifferent vices. 
At laft, they are emboldened to rejea the 
whole fyftem of revelation. When the au- 
thority of revealed religion is thrown off, no 
limits can be afligned to incredulity and er- 
ror. Having no ftandard of truth, each 
man's moral fyftem will be framed agreea- 
bly to his inclinations. And thefe inclina- 
tions, according to the common maxims of 
a vicious philofophy,* will be ereaed into 
laws of nature. God, as the moral govern- 

* Sec introdttOionto Rooflean's Confeflioi» 
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or of the tiniverfe, will be excluded from his 
plan as foon as that doftrine becomes incon- 
venient ; znAfate^ ntcej[fily, accident, I know- 
not what, will be fubltituted in his room. 
Atheifm is only the laft link in that chain 
of impious conclufions that arife out of the 
depravity of the heart. And, indeed, be- 
tween the rejeftion of revelation, and abfo- 
lute impiety, there is, in the philofophy of 
the prefent age, hardly any middle grade. 
The one and the other reft upon the fame 
principles, and are equally liable to the fe- 
vere cenfure of the facred writer — The fool 
hath formed the conclufion in his heart. 
It is the heart that reafons, and folly de- 
cides. In treating of the caufes of infide- 
lity, which I purpofe to do in the prefent, 
and in a future difcourfe I (hall take the fub- 
jeft in this extent, as queftioning generally 
the truth of religion. It is not my intention 
to enter into any difculTion of the evidences 
of religion either natural or revealed. — 
Thefe have often been difplayed with fuch 
clearnefs, and eftabliftied with fuch force of 
argument by a multitude of excellent wri- 
ters, that it cannot be proof, but honefty and 
candor which men require to make them 
fincere and humble converts to the crofs of 
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Chrift. Frequently, the beft refutation of 
infidelity is to expofe it to itfelf, and to lay 
open its real principles and motives. This 
I purpofe to do in the following difcourfes: 

In the introduftion, permit me to obfervc 
that this fubjeft, never unimportant, is, at 
the prefent period particularly interefting, 
and worthy your moft ferious attention. 
Europe is deluged with a flood of impiety. 
The corruption of her manners is daily in- 
creafmg the extent of the evil. Her philo- 
fophers and wits, her orators and poets, are 
continually opening wider its fluices, and 
adding to it that force and extenfion which 
genius alone can give to the principles of 
vice. Our own country, although as yet 
but in the infancy of its exiftence, is rapidly 
imitating the degeneracy of her manners, 
and, confequently, the licence of her prin- 
ciples. You fee the profefled difciples of 
an impious philofophy filling many of the 
moft refpeftable ftations in fociety — ^You 
■ frequently fee, in the upper clafles of for- 
tune, an open and undifguifed negleft, and 
even contempt of the inilitutions of piety— 
You fee a profligate generation rifing up, 
who affeft to fport with every moral tie, 
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and to treat with levity the moft facred doc- 
trines of religion, and that great depofitory 
of truth, the holy fcriptures. Let us exa- 
mine the principles upon which they aa : 
to de\elope them will be to demonftratc 
their folly. They may be compriied under 
the heads of Vice, of Ignorance, and, of 
Vanity.* 

I. Infidelity, in the firft place, is com- 
monly founded in vice. Rare is it, mdeed, 
that men commence their courfe of impiety 
by rational and ferious doubts concernmg 
the authenticity of the facred fcriptures-- 
that, aauated by an honeft love of truth, 
they have profoundly and imparually exa- 
mined the evidence on which they reil-and 
when, on good grounds, they have been 
convinced that there exifted no dmne law 
to controul their condud, and no fupreme 
judge to whom they were amenable, have 
then only indulged in greater licence of 
manners. On the other hand do we not 
almoft always fee them begin by relaxation 
of morals; and, after their taftes and habits 
have been vitiated, then, and only then, 

* Maflillon Doutej fur la Religion. 
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think of queftioning truths that controul 
their propenfities, or condemn their plea- 
fures.* As long as they preferved their 
original fimplicity of manners, they receiv- 
ed with refpeil, the religion of their fathers, 
and entertained, without fufpicion, the fa- 
cred principles inflilled into them in their 
education, and fo flrongly recommended 
by the voice of uncorrupted reafon. \\ hen 
their manners began to cliange, they found 
new quettions continually rifing in their 
minds, concerning dotirines which hitherto 
had appeared fo refpeclable and holy. — 
Their doubts kept pace with their vices. 
As every fucceifive indulgence threw down 
the fences of virtue to a greater extent, 
they found themfelves tempted, by degrees, 
to bring in queftion, every law of religion 
that oppofed their inclinations, and at 
length, by one bold and decifive effort, to 
rejeft the whole. 

This is not an unfounded reprefentation, 
refting merely on a pious prejudice. It is 
a matter of experience — and for the truth 

♦ From this remark^ may be excepted a few, who fecm 
to be governed from the begimiing of lifei by a peculiar 
pciTcriicy of natural teipper. 
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of it, I confidently appeal to the experience 
of thofe who afFeft to dilbelieve the gofpel, 
and to treat it with an unholy levity, if theu 
infidelity did not commence in a purfuit of 
pleafure, too free to be reconciled to its 
pure, humble, and felf-denied fpirit. At 
firft, confcience,* not yet perverted by 
falfe principles, nor rendered callous by the 
habit of finning, would remonftrate againft 
their criminal purfuits, Thefe remonltran- 
ces would be accompanied with refolutions 
of amendment; but. finding every refolution 
overcome as foon as the temptation was re- 
newed, defpairing, at length, of their own 
fortitude to conquer, they fludied only to 
juftify their inclinations. 

A man has powerful reafons for endea- 
vouring to reconcile his opinions with his 
condutl — if his praftice is not fupported by 
principle, it lays the foundation of a pain- 
fiil and diftreffing conflift in the mind — ^hc 
is raiferable who, always a flave to his 
paffions, is, at the fame time, always over- 
whelmed by his own felf-reproaches — ^when 
his paffions are too ftrong for his fentiments 
and purpofes of duty ; when he finds it dif- 
ficult to change his habits, and is unwilling 
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to renounce his pleafures, he foon endea- 
vours to modify his principles according 
to them. And, unhappily, when a man 
ftudies to deceive himfelf, it is always in his 
own power — it is his heart, not his under- 
ftanding — his wifties, not his reafon, that 
then decide upon truth. 

Another proof that irreligious principles 
are the fruits of vicious and loofe living, is 
the fpirit of the objeftions, that are ufually 
made againft religion. 

Are they not pointed againft thofe doc- 
trines, chiefly that are moll direftly oppof- 
ed to the criminal inclinations and purfuits 
of men ? The continence and purity requir- 
ed by the gofpel, firft awaken the enmity of 
the libertine and profligate, and raife in 
them a wifli to find it falfe. Its fobriety 
and temperance difpleafe the diflblute : its 
meeknefs, forbearance and humility, offend 
the proud and refentfuL The fpirit of re- 
treat, of devotion, and heavenly mindednefs 
which it enjoins revolts thofe whofe hopes 
and enjoyments centre only in this world. 
In a word, the predominant and charafter- 
iftic vice of each fmner firfl impels him to 
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feek for objections againft religion. Above 
all, are aot thefe objeftions urged with the 
gieateftzeal againft thofe doftrines fo dread- 
liil to the gjilty, the final judgment of God, 
and the eternal retributions ot his j alt ice ? Is 
itnotinQrderto free their minds of the ap* 
prehenGons created by thefe awful truths, 
thatthey fo earneftly endeavour to flaake the 
deepeft foundations of the chriftian faith ? 
Thefe ideas give no molellation to virtue : 
they are terrible only to vice, and vice 
alone is folicitous to deftroy them. Becaufe 
*' the carnal mind is enmity ag inft God, 
and is not fubjecl to his law, neither indeed 
can be," it would endeavour to annihilate 
bodi the law and tlie lawgiver. 

While, enflaved as they are to their lufts, 
they admit th^ authority of religion, they 
arc compelled fecretly to tremble at the 
ideas of futurity. Their fears are a proof 
of their crimes. In this cafe, their only 
refource for peace of mind is to renounce 
religion ; to perfuade themfelves, that, at 
deadi, they fhall ceafe to exift ;^ and that, 
hereafter, there will be neither tribunal 
nor judge. When thefe ideas are eftablifli- 
C 
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ed, confcience has no more ground for its 
reproofs ; the heart no more caufe for its 
fears. To this point,therefore, all their ftu- 
dies are bent, that they may acquire tran- 
quility in the pleafureable purfuits of vice, 
Senfual pleafure is their fupreme good, and 
if they can diveft themfelves of all appre- 
henfions for the future, into it they plunge, 
with headlong and brutal appetite. 

It is the objeft of all thofe writers, who 
have lately diftinguilhed themfelves as ene- 
mies of the crofs of Chrift, to eftablifh the 
licentious idea, that death is an eternal 
fleep ; that there is no moral governor of 
the univerfe, no judge to whom we are ac- 
countable for our atlions. And is it not the 
objecl of philofophy in every nation, and in 
every age, when morals have become ex- 
tremely corrupted, to prove that men have 
the fame end with the brutes, only that they 
may abandon themfelves to the fame ap- 
petites ? 

If religioh prefented nothing to their 
faith but abftrufe fpeculations, and incom- 
prehenfible myfteries that had no relation 
to morals, they would pafs them with the 
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feme indifFerence, that they do the abftrac- 
lions of any other fcience : but it touches 
the heart, and controuls their lufts — 
therefore it is, that it awakens in them the 
keeneft opposition. They profefs, indeed, to 
be {hocked at its myfteries ; they find doc- 
trines in it that revolt their reafon, and on 
thefe they inceflantly declaim : but, it is 
only to conceal from themfelves and from 
the world, the true grounds of their enmity. 
It is becaufe religion commands them to 
renounce this guilty commerce ; to facrifice 
this criminal conneftion; to fubdue this 
dominant luft, and to flee even the motives 
and temptations to evil, that it excites all 
rancour of hatred, and all the bitternefs 
of hoftility. Aftiamed to avow thefe dif- 
honorable caufes, they endeavour to enlift 
reafon in the fervice of the paflions, and 
pretend to reft on it an infidelity, that takes 
its true origin from the heart. It is becaufe 
religion can make no compromife with vice, 
that it is the object of their abhorrence. — 
By the rancour of their minds, we may 
judge of the real ground of their enmity to 
the law of Chriit. Hypocrify and impollure, 
are the leaft crimes which they impute to 
religion. Their farcafms and fneers, they are 
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never tired of reiterating againft its hifto-» 
ries, its do61rines, and its minitters. They 
urge them on all occafions; they repeat 
them without regard to decency or oppor- 
tunity. The malignity of their hearts, the 
irritation of provoktd and difappointed 
paflions, continually burft forth, and dif- 
play them (elves in the whole manner of 
their oppofition to the inflitutions of piety. 
Too plain it is, to be denied, that their pre- 
tended infidelity, and their declared hollili- 
ty to religion, take their rife fqlely from 
their vices. 

Another proof that infidelity fprings from 
the vices of men is, that, ufually, it keeps 
pace with their paflions ; it flouriihes in prof- 
perity — in adverfity it lofes its confidence 
and effrontery. The tide of pleafure buoys 
it up ; health, and a vigorous flow of fpirits, 
keep far out of view that interefting period 
that tries the honefty and folidiiy of the 
principles of our conduQ:. But, let affliction 
weaken the force of the paflions — let fome 
great and unexpefted reverfe of providence. 
WTell from the proud the power or the 
wealth in which they trull ed, and from the 
voluptuous the plealures which intoxicated 
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them — ^let them be reduced to feel the va- 
nity and uncertainty of the \vorld, withia 
the narrow circle of which they had circum- 
fcribed all their happinefs and their hopes—* 
their infidelity begins to totter — their hearts 
begin to raifgive them —that future world 
which they had hitherto defpifed^ and pro- 
feffed to difbelieve, begins to acquire reali- 
ty and importance — ^anxiety and alarm take 
pofleflion of the foul, and in the moment of 
diftrefs and weaknefs, when they molt need 
a fuppbrt like that of religion, they are left 
to defpair. When real danger appears^ 
their pretended principles are not able to 
Main them : they find indeed that they had 
no principles — they were only the deceitful 
dictates of a fenfual heart, which they had 
miftaken for principles. Why do their 
opinions vibrate? Infidels in profperity, 
believers in extreme adverfity — Why does 
their boafied impiety forfake them at a fea- 
fon fo critical ? If it were founded on rea- 
fon, it could not change — reafon is always 
the fame. But, refling only on the pafiions 
and the vices, it is mutable like them, \\ hen 
the fuel that nouriflies them is withdrawn, 
its delufions and efi^rontery are both at an 
end. 
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Let a finner who glories in his fancied 
flirength of mind, becaufe he is not govern- 
ed by vulgar prejudices and fuperllitious 
fears, approach that fincere hour when 
things begin to appear in their true lights, 
when the world which had deceived him 
is vanilhing from his fight, when he feels 
himfelf drawing near that eternal exiftence 
which now affumes an awful reality, and the 
terrors of divine juflice impofe a dreadful 
neceffity to be honeft — ah ! at this moment, 
can he reft upon his principles? Vain 
principles ! they are fwept away like light 
and withered leaves before the rifing ftorm. 
Inftead of that tranquil and affe6led incre- 
dulity with which he formerly difmifled the 
duties of piety, or fneered at its remonftran- 
ces, you lee him agitated by cruel and ex- 
ceffive fears. His heart trembles and faints 
within him, at the profpett of a judgment to 
come. Does he any longer cavil at the 
evidences, or revolt at the increjdible doc- 
trines of religion ? Does he demand new 
proofs of it before he will believe ? No ; he 
oelieves and trevibles. It is not its evidences, 
but its comforts, which he requires. You hear 
him intreat for thofe holy othces which once 
he defpifed. He calls for thofe minifters 
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of" God who formerly were the obje£ls of 
his negleft, perhaps of his foolUh fcorn. It is 
not now the queltion with him, if there be a 
God? If there be a future ftate of retribution? 
Thefe truths rulh with fearful evidence up- 
on his foul ; but, with the trembling jailor, 
** what {hall I do to be faved ?" He prefTcs 
the verge of an eternal exiftence — the paft 
prefents nothing but fubjeds of gloomy and 
felfcondemning refleftion — the future of- 
fers nothing but a fearful and overwhelming 
defpair. If a ray of hope ftrikes upon his 
mind, through the awful darkncfs that fur- 
rounds him, it is derived only from that 
defpifed religion, to which, too late perhaps, 
he now flees for refuge. Oh ! 'tis an honeft 
hour that tries to the bottom, the founda- 
tions of infidelity. How few can then (land 
the fevere fcrutiny of confcience, or bear 
the teft of their own reafon when difentan- 
gled from thofe objefts that ufed to deceive 
it ? Not one, perhaps, of all that witling 
tribe, who infult or cavil at a religion, which 
they have never examined. When the 
props on which his impiety had refled, are 
torn from beneath the fmner, by the unre- 
lenting hand of death, the wretched fabric 
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tumbles on his guilty head^ and cnifhes 
him beneath the ruins. 

Is this rcprefentation drawn too high ? 
Penitent Rochefter ! I appeal to the tears 
and confelFions of thy lail moments.* Was 
not this the language of thy defpair, fero- 
cious Blount ! whom thy miferies com- 
pelled to be thy own executioner ?f And 
Shaftefbury ! gay and mirthful Shaftefbury ! 
fo apprchenfive wert thou of the impotence 
of thy philofophy, to fupport thee in this 
great confliS, that thou hall forewarned thy 
friends not to receive as genuine, any fen- 
timents on religion, which thou mighteft 
utter, in the weaknefs of nature, during her 
laft ftruggles. Thou haft, by anticipation, 
abjured a confeffion thou waft afraid the 
honefty of death might extort from thee ?J 

* The noted Eail of Rochefter, the hiftory of whofe liber- 
tinifm and penitence, has been written by Bilhop Burnet. 

f The author of the OracUs of Reaffm^ who, at laft, be* 
coining gloomy and melancholy, in a fit of defpair, put an 
end to his own life. 

X Anthony Aflilcy Cooper, Earl of Shaftefcury, equally 
celebrated for his wit and his infidelity. He was fo fuccefs- 
fill in the ufe of delicate irony, that he endeavoured to eA 
tablifh it as a principle, tliat ridicule is the proper teft of 
b-ath. From the example of many other iafideUi he was 
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Sucli examples demonftrate that many, 
even of thofe who arrogate to themfelves 
the dillinSion of being philofophic infidels, 
have not acled in hfe under the full convic- 
tion of their own principles. A fecret 
doubt ftiil lurked at the bottom of their 
hearts, which the light of eternity, as they 
approached towards it, has difclofed to 
view. And, does not almofl every liber- 
tine, in the intervals of his palfions, after* 
the intoxication of pleafure is off the mind, 
find his confcience mifgive him when, in a 
cool and ferious hour, he looks forward to 
the end of life ? 

This is a new proof that the principles 
of infid^^lity, which he fports in the moments 
of levity, and on which he fometimes aflfeds 
to reafon, are not embraced with candor 
and fmcerity — ^they are the oHspring of the 
patfions, and that only during the leafon of 
profperity — affliction, which ftrips the en- 
chantment from vice, fhakes the confidence 

apprdienfive, left the fears of death might (hake the firmnefs 
of his philolbphy, and draw from him fome declaration fa- 
Tonible to religion. He requefts his friends, if he Ihould 
Jn^c any fuch declaratioiij to aicribe it to the weakneis of 
Toxmtf and to take his real fentimenu from liis writings. 

D 
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-which the mind had repofed in thftn. 
The ferious profpeft of eternity overwhelms 
them with defpair. 

Su ch is the opprobrious origm of infidel- 
ity. It continually fpeaks to us, indeed, of 
the fuperior illumination of reafon ; but it 
iprings out of the very bofom of darknefs. 
It boafts of a ftrength of mind fuperior to 
other men ; but it (hews us only the weak- 
nefs of a corrupted heart, a flave to the moft 
4ifgraceful lulls. Ah ! this vaunted ftrength 
is nothing but the boldnefs and intoxication 
of vice, that will Ihortly be converted into 
abjecl fear, and that now often trembles in 
fecret at its own daring. Frequently, in- 
deed, the moft confident appearances of ira- 
piety are united with real and difquieting 
apprehenfions of the truth of religion. The 
profligate endeavors to efcape from his own 
rettedions,by plunging into fucceflive fcenes 
of diflipation. An often tatious difplay of 
impiety, an exceflive levity on the fubjeQ; 
of religion, is intended merely to cover from 
the world, or to ftifle in his own breaft, the 
apprehenfions that difturb his peace^ He 
derives a kind of perfuafion in favor of 
falihood by frequently repeating it. If the 
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pinciples of his education fomctimes re- 
cur with force ; if the fears of futurity, at 
certain moments, difquiet him ; he fludies 
to reprefs them, and to fortify his heart a* 
gainll itfelf, by venting, in a bold and inde- 
icent ftile, the maxims of impiety. His 
fcofiFs, his fneers, his profane declamations^ 
agaiflft religion, are they any proof of the 
led and fettled convitlicn of his mind? 
far from it. * His mind is weak and timid y 
and he ftrives only to fupport his courage 
by playing the infidel. He is a coward who 
endeavours to allay, or conceal his appre- 
Benfions by an overafted bravery — He re- 
fembles a foolilh child who fings in the darlc 
to chafe away his own fears J* 

Every view which we have taken of the 
ftibjeft, tends to confirm the truth which I 
©ropofed to illuftrate, that one, and, per- 
naps, the principal caufe of that infidelity, 
real or pretended, that infefts the circles of 
faOiionaole diflTipation, and has plunged fa 
many profligate youth in the depths of im- 
piety, is to be found in the growing vice and 
licentioufnefs of the public manners. " The 
fool hath faid in his heart there is no God—? 

• Maflilloiu 
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Corrupt are they, and have done abonansh- 
ble, iniquity/' 

A few philofophic infidels, perhaps, in 
\^hom a tafte for ftudy and fcience may 
have correfted the grojifer diforders of the 
paffions, will feel themfelves little affected 
by the general ftrain of the obfervations 
hitherto made. Yet is it true, notwithltand- 
ing, that the ground of their bppofitioa to 
the gofpel, is an inward and Itrong averfion 
to the purity and holinefs of its precepts. 
They cannot fubmit their hearts to the yoke 
of the Redeemer ; therefore, they endeavour 
to break and call it off. But I have chietiy 
in view that numerous tribe who have never 
even fuperficially examined the principles 
of chriftianity — ^who have adopted the cant 
rather than the philofophy of impiety — ^and 
who continually fport its principles as a 
juftification of their irregulari.ies. Unhap-. 
py men ! who are tearing away, with perni- 
cious zeal, every remaining tie that yet im- 
pofes any check upon your career to ruin ; 
for one moment ferioufly confider your 
ftate — paufe in your courfe, and look for- 
ward to its end. If there is a God, with 
what aggravated terror will you at laft meet 
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this judge whom you had not expeftcd ? If 
the gofpel is true, what, O miferable fouls ! 
mult be your fearful deftiny ? Can your im- 
pious levity change the eternal nature of 
right and wrong, or, by making you forget, 
fufpend the punilhment of your crimes ?. 
Can your denial, or your oblivion of your 
crrator, impede the fure and awful courfe 
ofhii jullice?. . 

If infidelity is condemned by the difgrace- 
ful principle from which it fprings, it is not 
kfs condemned by its unhappy confequen- 
ces. That horrible dottrine that removes 
God from the univerfe, preieuts nothing to 
the rational view but a boundlefs walte of 
death — of inevitable fufferings during a few 
moments of exiftence, followed by the hi- 
deous profpeft of eternal annihilation. If 
the fyftem of nature is not arranged and go* 
verned by a wife and gracious providence ; 
if we do not exill by the power, and under 
the protection of a merciful and almighty 
parent ; if there is no happinefs but by ac- 
cident, and the tranfient poffeflTion of it 
mult only augment the pain of being fpee- 
dily torn from it forever ; if mifery is urged 
Vipon us by the laws of a fatal necelFity, and 
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there is no remedy for extreme fuffering ; 
if in this life only we have hope, and all 
beyond is a fearful gulph of everlaiting obli- 
vion ; then exiftence is a curfe, this world is 
a dreary prifon, the good man may lit 
down in defpair, and weep over his own 
being ; or, like the fons of guilty pleafure^ 
he may renounce his ufelefs virtue, and iay^ 
" let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
die!" 

The certain tendency of principles of ir- 
religion is to increafe the immorality and 
licenfe from which they fpring. Whatever 
weakens the obligations of piety, tends to 
dilFolveboth the ties of virtue, and the re- 
ftraiiTts of vice. Convenience and power 
become the only rule of juftice — inclination 
and opportunity the only limit of voluptu- 
oufnefs. Relaxation of morals marches in 
the front, libertinifm follows in the train of 
infidelity. — How cautious ought youth to 
be even of liftening to principles fo flatter* 
ing to the paffions, but fo dangerous to 
the foul! Shun, as the moft ruinous en- 
emies, thofe falfe friends who endeavour ta 
infinuate into you the fatal poifon. Suf- 
pe6l the gay and fafcinating forms of plea- 
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fure under which they prefent vice to your 
choice — for, in the end, " it biteth like a fer* 
pent, and ftingeth like an adder." 

Thefe principles appear in their mofl 
pernicious and deteftable form when they 
invade, as, in fome inftances, even in this 
young country they have done, that fex 
"Whofe peculiar glory is modefty and chafti- 
ty. Religion thould always find an afylum 
in the female breaft. It is the higheft em- 
belliflxment, and it is the greateft fecurity of 
their charafterUlic virtues. When their re- 
ligious fentiments begin to be corrupted; fo- 
ciety is on the verge of diflblution — licen- 
tioufnels then is under ijo reftraint. But, 
vhile their hearts preferve the facred depo- 
fit of religion, entrufted to them in their 
eariy education, they impofe the moft effec- 
tuaLcheck upon libertinifm of manners. — 
To their piety, the public morals will owe 
the moft eiTential obligations. Deteft, 
therefore, and ftiun the man who would 
ever attempt to feduce your heart, by be- 
traying your underftanding. The princi- 
ples of irrc ligion can never be infinuated to 
you but with the bafeft defigns. Pleafure 
is the decoy of vice^ and the advocate of im- 
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piety. Whenever (he offers her enticements, 
fufpetl fome latent danger. She is a Syren 
whofe fong lures unwary voyagers into the 
midll of gulphs that fwallow them up, and 
amongil rocks that dalh them to pieces. 
Shut your ears againft her enchantments — 
clofe your hearts againll her deftruftive 
charms. Religion is your fa eguard and 
your ornament — it is the fureft bafis both of 
your honor and your happinefs. 

Permit me, in the conclufion, to addrefs 
a ferious admonition to thofe young per- 
fons who, wilhing for greater licenfe, are be- 
ginning to pronounce, though with a feeble 
and helitating tone, the language of infidel- 
ity. You are, as yet, little aware of the fa- 
tal iffue to which you are tending. When 
once you begin to difplay your doubts, or 
your wit on the fubjetl of re ligion, or to 
feek for arguments to relax its ties, the pro- 
grefs is commonly rapid towards the point 
of abfolute impiety. Every criminal indul- 
gence becomes a new argument with the ' 
heart, againlt the law of Chrift which con- 
demns it. By embracing the principles of 
infidelity, you are feeking for a peace of 
confcience in the purfuits of vice which 
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they can never yield. The great and fun- 
damental truths of religion are too deeply 
implanted in human nature to be eafily 
eradicated. And, while they remain, they 
muft difquiet the tranquility of the finner. 
You may deny the exiftence of a righteous 
Deity — in your heart you may wifti there were 
none — ^you may fecretly fay to yourfelf, in 
the moment of temptation, there is no God ; 
but, ftill the fentiment of his fear remains 
— the bodings of his ' juftice follow your 
crimes — ^ah! thefe bodings are the deep, 
infallible diftates of nature : they are fure 
prefages, to the impenitent, of an awful 
retribution, Arreft, then, your ftep, if you 
are yet only entering on the thrclhold of 
impiety. Seek, while you may, the preciouj 
refuge of religion, that will, ere long, be 
denied to the hardened finner. In the hour 
of aHliclion you will find in its defpifed in- 
ftitutions, in its dottrines, and its hopes, 
your only confolation. But if you deny 
your Creator — if you perfifl: to rejeQ; the 
Lord who bought you^ to whom, or to what, 
will you have recourfe in your extremity ? 
—When the cold hand of death is preffing 
upon you — ^when you are trembling before 
the king of terrors, oh ! with what dreadful 
E 
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importunity will you be conftrained to im- 
plore the mercy of that God whom you 
have denied ! will you call for the aids of 
that religion which you have infulted! 
Good God ! the terror of looking into the 
grave under a fearful uncertainty about our 
eternal being ; or, under the more fearful 
apprehenfions of eternal mifery ! Unthink- 
ing youth ! who are fporting with fubje6ls 
of fuch infinite moment, or afking with a 
fneer, for the reafons on which religion 
commands your faith, and your obedience 
— look on the death-bed of an unbeliever, 
and fee the reafons ! There is an objeft in 
which you may contemplate the value of 
religion, and the falfehood of thofe impious 
principles on which you are hazarding your 
falvation. See the trembling, the expiring, 
the defparing mortal ! His terrors fpeak 
to you with the evidence of demonltraiion, 
and declare the exiftence of a holy and 
righteous judge of the univerfe. His lan- 
guage, and his looks proclaim the reality of 
the dreadful retribution he is going to re- 
ceive. I'he remorfe which dillrafts him, 
{hould preach the gofpel to you with the 
moil perfuafive eloquence. Ah! impiety 
of livmg is a dreadi'ul preparative for a 
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dying bed. Fatal indeed is his folly who 
jays in his heart there is no Gad, till that 
moment of irremediable terror and difmay 
when he fees him already dreffed and feat- 
ed for judgment. "Behold, now is the 
accepted time — ^behold, now is the day of 
ialvaiion!'' "Turn ye, therefore, to the 
llrong hold, ye prifoners of hope I" 
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DISCOURSE n. 

CAUSES Ot INFIDELITY, 



Psalms liii. i. 
^he/ool hath f aid in his heart, there is no God. 

THE refleftion of the facred writer in 
this paffage relates immediately to that 
defperate atheil'm which denies the exiftence 
of an infinite and eternal Spirit, the maker 
and the judge of men ; or, to that oblivion 
of God which feizes finners in the ordinary 
train of life, and leaves their paffions and 
their vices without reftraint. I have ex- 
tended the idea fo as to embrace the prin- 
ciples of infidelity univerfally, inafmuch as 
they are all effefts proceeding from the fame 
caufe. The charatler of the fool may well 
be applied, not only to thofe cool and fpe- 
culative unbelievers who have eftablilhed to 
themfelves fyftems of impiety from the 
abufe and perveriion of reafon, but to thofe 
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Jight and ignorant pretenders to infidelity 
vrho haN'e only adopted from others certain 
licentious maxims which they have not 
been able to connefl with their principles 
or their corifequences ; or, whofe powers 
reach no farther than to indulge a perpe- 
tual vein of rude wit, and indecent pieafan- 
try on tlie fubjecl of religion. In a dif- 
courfe of this nature, adapted to general 
inftruAion, perfons of this charatter will 
perhaps merit our principal attention — be- 
caufe fober and rational infidels are rarely 
to be met with, while impudent and igno- 
rant men are every where to be found. 

In treating of the principles of infidelity, 
and expofing their criminality and folly, I 
have avoided entering into any confidera- 
tion of the excellence of the gofpel, or qF 
the evidence on which it refts. I have con- 
fined my attention to unfold thofe guilty 
and difgraceful caufes thatufually combine 
their inlluence to render men enemies to 
religion. Thefe I have endeavoured to 
comprehend under the heads of vice, of ig- 
norance, and of vanity — Vice that creates in 
the heart an inveterate enmity to the law of 
'God, and puts an unjuft bias on the mind 
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in judging of divine truth — ^Ignorance that 
has never ferioufly and impartially examin- 
ed the fubjefl — And Vanity that alTumes 
a falfe and frivolous honor to itfelf for 
thinking differently from the bulk of man- 
kind. 

The firft of thefe caufes I have already 
iiluftrated, I proceed to obferve, that 

11. Ignorance is a frequent fource of thofe 
irreligious principles, and dilcourfes that 
every where produce fo much evil in foci- 
ety. An ignorance as criminal, as it is dif- 
graceful — that fprings as much from the 
corruption of the heart which is unwilling 
to fee the truth, as from the defe6l of the 
underftanding which has never fmcerely 
examined it. 

I have not in view at prefent a few phi- 
lofophic infidels whofe memory the annals 
of literature have preferved, and who, by 
wifdom, knew not God — ^who have left the 
fame of their genius, with their pernicious 
writings to infed pofterity — but, who have 
left alfo their errors, and contraditlions to 
be added to the innumerable proofs which 
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every age has fumiftied of the weaknefs and 
uncertainty of human reafon on all fubje6b 
of divine and moral fcience, when not illu- 
minated by the fpirit of God. Thefe inge- 
nious enemies of the gofpel, however, have 
been men of wit ratner than of profound 
talents. Their prejudices have led them to 
examine the queftion of its truth on one 
fide only. They have been willing to fee 
nothing but prefumptions againft religion. 
Diflinguilhed more by the powers of the 
imagination than by thofe of the under- 
ftanding, you find them, where they ought 
to be moll ferious and grave, indulging a 
perpetual vein of ridicule and wit. The 
mod philofophic of modern infidels has 
confefled that his metaphifical fubtleties 
are not calculated to produce a clear and 
fettled conviftion of their truth in the 
mind .♦ The inaccuracy of Voltaire in hif- 
tory and antiquities, fo neceflary to juftex- 

* Mr. Hume, after endeavouring, with great ingcnaity, 
to annihilate both the material and the fpiritcal world, as they 
are ufually underftood, and to eftablifli the principle that 
nothing exifls in the univerfe but various and fucceffive trains 
of^ideas, acknowledges that, although he could find no rcaHms 
Mciently folid to overthrow what he had advanced, yet, he 
could not aft upon his own conclufions, ncr, at all times, 
yield them a clear and unwavering afient. 
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^minatian of the smthendcify of religion, » 
almofi: proverbial. Thefe fubjefis he con- 
fidered iis hardly worthy the attention of an 
author whqfc fjinie depended folely on his 
wit.+ — Bi\t, ft parftted from his faults, what 
is he, or the inol): famous patrons of an in- 
fidel philofophy, compared with the New- 
tons, the Boyles, the Clarkes, the Warbur- 
tons, the Lockes, the Fenelons, the Rollins, 
the Pafcals, and all tliat endlefs lift of great 
names, diftinguifhed equally for genius and 
for piety, who have appeared as the friends 
of religion, and have brought the moft pro- 
found and illuftrious talents as a voluntary 
offering to the foot of the crofs. 

But thefe difcourfes have chiefly in view 
a clafs of men very different from the fpe- 

t Thomas Paine, in tliat book of his entitled The Age of 
Reafin^ infinitely exceeds Mr. Voltaire in hiftorlcal and criti- 
cal inaccuracy. He has a certain fprightlinefs of manner 
and boldnefs of affertion which diftinguilh him 5 but fo to- 
tally defedive is he in point of erudition, that in no other 
country but this, where there is much fuperficial reading, but 
little folid and extcnfive learning, could his work have ob- 
tained any currency. Thole parts of it which have any ap- 
pearance of reafoning he has borrowed almoft wholly from 
Mr. Boulanger. For the reft, it is made up of the half-re- 
membered ideas of his childhood, of indigeftcd criticifms 
picked up in a loofe reading, and of tlie moft palpable vio- 
lations of hiftorical truth. 
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ailadve and ingenious unbelivers who have 
juft been named — a clafs to be met with 
in moft fafliionable circles, and, every 
where, among the fmatterers in knowledge, 
who are merely the apes of the former* 
1 mean thofe men of pleafure, who are 
enemies to religion, beckufe religion is an 
enemy to their vices — ^who never have exa- 
mined the luminous and refpetlable evi- 
dence on which the gofpel refts — ^who fpeak 
with confidence of what they do not know, 
and blafpheme what they do not underftand 
— ^the delight of the frivolous and vain, the 
oracles of the ignorant — who retail among 
their companions objeftions againft religion 
with which they have been uimifhed by a 
loofe and defultory reading, or which have 
palled from mouth to mouth among the li- 
bertine and profligate till they have become 
vulgar and ftale. A great preacher* has 
happily called them the echoes of infidelity, 
who juft repeat the blafphemies which they 
have heard from others — The mere organs 
of impiety who ferve to convey its tradi- 
tions from one race to anotlier. 

• MaiTillon. -^ 
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To attack doftrines that have Rood the 
teft of fo many ages — ^that have been illuf- 
trated by the greateft writers with the moft 
luminous evidence, and eftablifhed on the 
moft folid foundations— that have counted 
among their fubmiflive difciples men of the 
moft illuftrious charatlers, and the moft 
profound learning who have efteemed their 
obedience to the faith their chief glory — 
doftrines that have commanded the homage 
of the wifeft as well as the moft powerful 
of mankind, would require uncommon ge- 
nius and erudition, deep refleftion, and ex- 
tenfive refearch. Is this the chara£ler of 
thofe forward and conceited youth who 
preach infidelity in the circles of their liber- 
tine companions — ^who declaim with pert- 
nefs on the credulity of the vulgar, and the 
craft of the priefthood — ^who are ever ready 
to jeft on the fubjeft of religion, and aim, 
by an impious effrontery, at a reputation 
for wit which nothing but the ignorance of 
their hearers can afcribe to them? No, 
they are men of fuperficial talents, too much 
devoted to their pleafures to think. It 
would be doing them too much honor to 
ftile them Theills, or Atheifts, or, indeed, 
to call them by any name that implies a 
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Jj-flem of principles. Their limiied know- 
ledge is fufficient only to embarrafs their 
minds with difficulties on the fubjecl: of re* 
ligion, not to fumiOi their folution — to cre- 
ate doubts not to afibrd certainty. 

Their doubts are accompanied with a 
diftionefty of mind that docs not wifh to 
have them refolved. They form a conve- 
nient prote6lion for their vices, which every 
approach to the trutli fer\^es to difquiet and 
fill with apprehenfions. They hate the light; 
neither came they to the lights Icjl their deeds 
Jkauld be reproved. Far from feeking for 
real and folid information, which, if they 
were fincere, they could not fail to obtain 
on a fubjeft enlightened by the labours of 
fo many pious and excellent writers, their 
only ftudy is to fliun convitlion. 

One knows noty at fome times, whether 
fiioft to pity, or be amufcd at men of this 
defcription when they affeft to reprefent 
religion as a pious prejudice, and to re- 
proach the credulity of the believing multi- 
tude. Is there no credulity, are there no 
prejudices attached to impiety? Alas! 
can any prejudices be fo flrong as thofe 
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fonned by the palTions againfl die truth ? 
as thofe with which vice combats religion ? 
Can any credulity be more abfurd and 
weak than that which is often difplayed by 
the enemies of religion when their aim is to 
depreciate the charafler of a good man, or 
r when they think they have found a tale that 
\«ill militate againll the facred hillory ? 
Nor is this confined alone to thofe pert, il- 
literate fools who excite your contempt, 
while they provoke your honeft indignation 
— this difgraceful blot ftains the reputation 
of writers of the greateft name who have 
enlifted themfelves among the champions 
of impiety.* The fables of nurfes and of 
children are not more ridiculous than the 
narrations that have been gravely made, 
and the fiftions that have been afTumed by 
philofophers to contraditl the Mofaic fyf- 
tem of the world, and of the origin of man.t 

♦ Ifaac Vofliufi, the famoas grammarian, was fo remark- 
able for his credulity and his infidelity, that king Charles 
once wittily faid of him, " There is nothing you cannot 
makcsthat man believe except his Bible." 

f In lord Kaims' Sketches of Man, and lord Mouboddo 
on The origin of Langtiages, may be fcen fome very extraor- 
din iry relations of ignorant travellers, and fome moft abfurd 
fiftions adopted in order to difcrcdit the Mofaic account of 
the primitive ftate of human nature, and the unity of the 
human race. Bccaufe Mof<?s has informed us that the world, at 
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And the moft celebrated wit of modern 
times,* if he can, by ranging through anti- 
qi;ity, find one fable more improbable than 
another, its certain recommendation, and 
title to belief, is its inconfillency with the 
hiftory of the bible. 

firft, was a chaotic mafs covered with water, Monficur Bail-* 
ly, that he may recede from him as far as pofllble, has fup- 
pofed, in his letters to Voltaire, that it was originally a ball 
of fire ikxvtcV oflF from the fun by the impulfe of a comet, and 
that it has, in an almoft infinite fucceflion of ages, been gra- 
dually cooling, and becoming a fit habitation for man, and 
that the fird habitable fpots were at the poles. If this had 
been a tenet of religion, how would fach a philofophcr as 
Monfieur Bailly have received it ? 

* Mr. Voltaire, you find in him every where the moft in- 
congruous relations, and the moft palpable contmdidions on 
the fubjed of religion. See Utters addrejjed fo him by certain 
jfnvs for many examples of this kind. To the* lift of ore J.u- 
lous or fanciful writers Mr. Volney may very fairly be ad- 
ded, if indeed he believed his own fidions, and did not ra- 
ther value hirafclf on making the moft extravagant fuppofi- 
tions, only that he might make a great diiplay of learning in 
fupporting them. This author, eftimable as an hiftorian, 
immediately becomes viftonary as an anti-relipionift. This 
charge will be fully eftablifticd in the mind of every candid 
and judicious reader who fhall examine his attempt to prove 
the chriftian religion to be nothing more than a corrupted 
worftiip of the fun — and that the hiftory of die innocence 
and fall of man, of the woman, the temptation, the ferpent, 
and the curfe, is only an aftronomical hieroglyphic of the 
E gy^itian priefts to fignify fpring, fummer, autumn, and 
irmter»«nd the confteliations tliat prelide over thefc fcafons. 
See bis Ruins of Palmyra — If chriftianity were obliged to 
have recourfe to fuch incredible fuppofitions to fupport the 
hiftory of the fcriptures, what a triumph would it afford to 
nnbclievsrs ! 
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Chriftians are reproached for receiving 
their religion by inheritance, and embrac- 
ing their faith on the ground only of autho- 
rity. How jullly may the charge of (harae- 
ful dependence on authority be retorted on 
the crowd of unbelievers who never exa- 
mine for themfelves the foundations of reli- 
gion, but, wilhing only to find it falfe, and 
not able to rely on their own judgment^ 
agree to pay homage to the wit and undcr- 
ftanding of a few enemies to the crofs of 
Chriil whofe talents they admire, and make 
them alone the oracles of their faith. Per- 
haps, without talents, they have nothing to 
recommend them but a fprightly libertinifm, 
and a confident manner. Perhaps they do 
not really believe the principles which 
vauntingly they profefs — PolTibly, their own 
hearts miigive them while they utter their 
blafphemies ; but, covered with an impof- 
ing air, they deceive and feduce the ignorant 
who look for example only to juftify their 
unbelief, and, like the timid and the feeble, 
draw all their courage from the confidence 
of others. Such are the apoftles and pro- 
phets of impiety ! and fuch their weak and 
implicit difciples ! 
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Admitting that the great body of believ^ 
CIS derive their faith frdm education, who, 
I pray you, merits the reproach of the moft 
di(honorable credulity? He who fufFers 
bis religious principles to be influenced by 
the opinions of his country — ^by the inftruc- 
tions of parents folicitous for his virtue and 
happinels — by the venerable authority of 
ages — by the example of the beft and wifeft 
men in every age — by the gravity and fa- 
crednefs of the church the faithful depofita- 
ry and guardian of piety and morals ? Or 
he who adopts his opinions from libertines 
and debauchees — from the idle, the diflb- 
lute, and the vain — from men, perhaps 
equally ignorant, but, only, poflefling more 
effrontery than himfelf ? — Alas ! how often 
does the corruption of principle, as well as 
of manners, which is the difgrace of fo many 
youth of the prefent age, fpring merely from 
the force of vicious example on the weak 
and ignorant — from immoral maxims, from 
ridiculous anecdotes, from loofe fentiments 
fported without thought, in a moment of 
levity, by men diftinguilhed for no talent, ex» 
cept an impofing vivacity, and of no fcience 
except what they have picked up in the 
fchool of Ubertinifm ? Ah ! if falfe fcience 
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the admiration of the thoughtlefs and the 
diflblute they dare indecently to triflle with 
whatever is moft venerable and holy, and to 
\'iolate the moft facred myfteries with a pro- 
fane tongue. Deceived by the pleafantry 
which they excite where they ought to 
meet with nothing but indignation or con- 
tempt, they mifconftrue petulance into wit, 
and hold themfelves to be men of talents 
when they are only impudent men. 

2. Their vanity is apt to affume a merit 
to itfelf for thinking differently from the reft 
of mankind. In an age in which manners 
are not yet totally depraved, the mafs of 
the people refpeft religion. The fentiments 
of piety are written by the hand of nature 
at the bottom of the human heart, and noth- 
ing but extreme vice, or the pride, and the 
falfe refinements of fpeculation can efface 
them. Inftitutions which the world vene- 
rates, thefe men claim amiferable glory from 
defpifing. What is common has, with them, 
an air of vulgarity ; and, in the efteem of 
fools, they fhew a fuperiority of underftand- 
ing while they infult the opinions of their 
coiintry, and the world. Weak minds 
are apt to imagine that' they recommend 



\ 
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their fpirit, and their courage by fpurning^ 
at the fears which influence other men. 
The awful confidcrations of a future judg- 
ment and future retribution, they affecl to 
reprefent as imaginary terrors. And, fre- 
quently, a good man muft fee with pity the 
felF-complacent vanity with \vhich ignorant 
and petulant young men regard their own 
wifdom and fortitude for having delivered 
themfelves from all the impreflions of a pi- 
ous education, and torn oft' the fliackles of 
religious fear. Alas! what a reverfe of 
abjeft fear, and of horrible defpair fhall 
overwhelm them, when the fupreme judge 
fhall come to awaken them from this vain 
dream — ^whcn he fhall unfettlc all their 
falfe and criminal principles by the llroke 
of affliftion — when he fliall difniay them by 
the terrors of his jufticc — when the abyfs of 
eternity, opening upon their view, difclofes 
thofe dreadful realities which, in the days 
of their folly, they had defpifed ; and (hews 
beneath them no fupport from the promi- 
fes of divine grace,. or the hopes of a better 
hfe ! 

3. Another claim to be vain they fouad 
on the fancied refemblance which they bear 
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^^ 
to certain men of diftinguifhed genius who 

have unhappily proftituted their talents 
to the fcrvice of impiety and vice, ^y 
quoting names which fcience hath confe- 
cratcd, they hope to attach themfelves to 
their glory, and to derive an honor from 
thinking like them. That there have been 
unbelievers of penetrating minds, and po- 
liftied wit, I am snot difpofcd to deny — nor 
can it be denied on the other hand, that 
men deftitute both of wit and penetration 
are continually affefting a vain reputation 
from being able only to retail their max- 
ims. Hume ! Rouffeau ! how many vain 
conceited youth have you contributed to 
deftroy ! Your writings* ftill continue to 
diffufe a baneful poifon through fociety ! 
Oh ! fatal talents ! that have produced fo 
many ambitious imitators, afpiring to re- 
femble you, but who can refemble you in 
nothing but your crimes ! 

Such are the motives that commonly in- 
cline men to the fide of infidelity. In pro- 

♦ Thofe writings tliat were immediately direfted againft 
the intercfts of piety, and the foundations of revealed reli- 
gion. For the reft, they are always ingenious, and Hume, 
in particular, generally ufefid. 
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'^ 
portion as a man is virtuous, chafte, tempe- 
rate, modeft, profoundly afFeftcd with the 
diTplays of divine intelligence and goodnefs 
in the ftrufture of the univerfe, and pene- 
trated with the dutiful fentimcnts that be- 
come a creature, to the Creator, and that 
are fo honorable to human nature, will he 
be difpofed to embrace the principles, and 
to become the friend of religion — But, if he 
is ignorant, vain, lewd, intemperate, profli- 
gate — here is a prepared foil ready to re- 
ceive the feeds of impiety. Ah ! are thefe 
the grounds on which unbelievers boafl the 
ftrength of their minds ? Are they grounds 
that will fupport the folid fabric of truth ? 

Thefe difcourfes I {hall now conclude 
with a few refleftions addrefled to young 
perfons, and efpecially, to the ftudious 
youth in this affembly. 

In this precious and critical period of life 
your habits, and your principles are both 
to be formed. Thefe have fuch a recipro- 
cal connexion and influence, that, if you 
fuffer yourfelves to be feduced by pleafure, 
you are in hazard of plunging into impiety. 
Urged by the ar'dor of pallions that are juil 
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beginning to unfold themfelves — flattered 
by hope which, as yet, has feldom difap- 
poiuted you — cxpofed to the example, and 
the folicitations of the thoughtlefs and the 
diffipated — and witliout experience to cau- 
tion or direti you, you are encbmpafled 
with dangers, not the Icaft of which is that 
of adopting falfe maxims of condutl, and 
falfe principles on the fubje6l of religion* 
You are in danger from companions, and 
you are in danger from books. — The pro- 
penfities of your age expofe you to com- 
panions who, in the purfuitof pleafure, have 
caft of the fear, and almolt the remem- 
brance of God. You will fee realized a- 
mong ihcm all thofc caufes to which I have 
afcribcd the prevalence of impious princi- 
ples. But, while you lee, them, you are in 
hazard of being infected by them. Power- 
ful is the contagion of vicious fympathy ; 
and the ardent inclinations to pleafure, the 
limited knowledge, the unripened prudence 
of youth, often expofe them as an eafy prey 
to feducers who lie in wait to deceive. Avoid 
tliofe dangerous companions who ynake a 
irwck of Jin ; and, above all, thofe who not 
only fay in tlieir heart there is no God, but, 
who are vain of their folly, and proclaim 
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their impiety with a brazen front. Thefe 
adminilter to young minds the moft fatal 
poifon — more dangerous than contagion 
and the peftilence, they draw after them a 
mighty train of ruin. Beginning only with 
apologies for your propenfities, they flop 
not till they have whelmed you in the 
dreadful gulph of impiety. 

You are in danger from books. Thofe 
writers are firft apt to catch the youthful at- 
tention, that pleafe by a certain brilliancy 
and wit, that agitate the heart, and taint the 
imagination. Thofe efpecially feem to be 
fought after, at the prcfent period, with 
peculiar zeal, that attempt to (hake the 
foundations of religion, and, by removing 
the idea of God, and of his holy infpeftion 
and government from the univerfe, relax 
the ties of moral obligation, and give an 
unrellrained licence to the paflTions. In 
your choice of books let folidity and truth 
be their principal recommendation. Thefe 
will always be found favourable to fmcere 
piety, and to good morals. Check that 
forward prcfumption, fo natural to youth, 
of early thinking that you are wife. No 
quality can be more an enemy to virtue. 
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and to every fubftantial and ufcful improve- 
ment; or more certainly lead to vice and 
infignificance of charafter. — Let it be your 
firft and fupreme concern to examine the 
truth, and underftand the excellence of re- 
vealed religion. I am far from requiring 
you to be implicit believers. Religion has 
nothing to fear from the mod faithful and 
rigorous fcrutiny. It fuffers only from par- 
tial and fuperficial inquiries. Enter into 
this inveftigation with an honeft love of 
truth, and with a fincere determination to 
embrace, and to obey it, wherever it may 
be found, and however felf-denying may be 
tlie duties it prei'cribes. Ruinous and fatal 
will be the errors into which you will fall, 
if, on this momentous fubje6l, you content 
yourfelves with a hally furvcy, or, only feek 
for evidence againft the gofpcl, and in fa- 
vour of your paflions. 

What can concern you fo highly as to 
know if you are immortal beings, or, if you 
have no higher hope than to mingle again 
with the clods of the earth in eternal filence 
— If God is jujt to take vengeance on fn — or, 
if all things coine alike to all men, and there 
{hall, at laft, be no difference between the 
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righteous and the wicked — If there is a 
Saviour who taketh away fin by the facrifice 
of hhnfelf; or, if, according to the holy 
fcripturesi the impenitent iinner muft fink. 
down to everlafting defpair covered with 
all the horrors of unexpiated guilt ? All 
other inquiries fhould be pollponed to thefe. 
They regard not only your prefent peace, 
but your eternal interefls — Not the honor 
that Cometh from men^ but that which coinetk 
from God. 

Let not any of you imagine that, be- 
caufe you may not chufe the holy minillry 
for your profcffion in future life, the truth 
or the practice of religion may be of Icfs 
importance to you than to others. This is 
prefering decency of characier to the dif- 
charge of your duty. Bcfides, although 
true piety may be h fs efiential to one pro- 
feffion than to another ; yet, mncmbcr, and 
raay the fpirit of truth v>Tite it indelibly 
in your hearts, it is equally necell'ary to you 
all as you are men — as you are immortal — ■ 
as you arc accountable to God — as you are 
to receive your everlailing dcfliny from his 
juftice according to the deeds vcu have 
done in the body. — But, abHracling from 

H 
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the confi derations of a future cxillencr, re* 
ligion will form your higbeft ornament, and 
your moft refpc^ctable character, in whate- 
ver Ration you may be placed in life. The 
reputation of finccre religion is fitted to 
attract confidence and honor from mankind 
— What a lull re does virtue flicd upon 
confpicuous talents ! How amiable will 
fortune, or rank, or whatever may elevate 
you hereafter above your fellow-citizens, 
appear, if it be adorned with that piety 
which makes all men equal again by the 
benevolence and humility of hs fpirit! 
*' Godlinefs is profitable to all things, hav- 
ing the promife of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come." 

This fubjeft I have chofen, not from any 
apprehenhon that the cenfures which are 
due to impiety and vice are merited by 
you ; but trom my knowledge of the pre- 
fent Itate of manners, and the prefent fafti- 
ions of opinion. In proportion as our 
manners daily degenerate, irreligion in prin- 
ciple more and more prevails. All moral 
and religious opinions, except thofe that are 
fixfd by revelation, are in a Hate of perpe- 
tual flux and mutability. They have tlxeir 
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fcfhians and pafs away. This is the age of 
inndel and licentious principles in their 
moll extravagant (hapes; and the age tO" 
come will look back with allonilhment at 
the folly and madnefs of the prefent. Vvill 
you riik your falvation on a foundation fo 
unFound and falle ^ Confider the awful 
interells that depend on the decifion which 
you form on the fubjecl of religion. Exa- 
mine into its reality, and the rigiit which it 
claims to command your obedience, with 
all the ferioufnefs which eternity requires. 
It is a high claim that comes to you in the 
name of God, and in the name of your own 
immortal interefts. Ihe fool alone Jays in 
his heart there is no God to obferve his con- 
dutl, and to punifti his vices, and denies a 
truth that is borne with fuch evidence on 
the whole face of nature, and WTitten in 
fuch legible characters on the whole courfe 
of providence. For this crime doth the 
judge of all the earth; at this moment, feera 
to be punifhing the world, and, at the fame 
time, hardening their hearts that they Ihould 
not difcern the caufe of their calamities. — 
Eternal Spirit of Truth ! rebuke the nations 
in mercy ! Dellroy the dark fpirit ol athe- 
ilm the ofispring and the nurle of crimes I 
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Illuminate ! penetrate our hearts with the 
facred principles of piety and virtue ! Re- 
veal in our hearts Chriji Jefus the hope of 
glory ! And haflen the bleffed moment 
when thy viclorious grace (hall fubdue the 
vices, the errors, and the palfions of all 
men; ^xiA righteoufnefs Jhall cover the earth 
as the waters cover thejea ! 

AMEN? 



1 
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DISCOURSE III. 

ON THE DANGERS OF PLEASURE. 
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ECCLESIASTES VII. 2. 

// is better to go to the houfe of mourning than 
to the houfe offeajlirig. 

SENSUAL pleafures are among the moft 
dangerous enemies of virtue. I'he na- 
tural taltes for them are not culpable, and, 
vithin moderate limits, happincfs demands 
them, and reafon and religion permit them. 
But, ardent, and prone to excefs, they re- 
quire to be fubje6[ed to a prudent and holy 
vigilance, and to be indulged with caution 
and circumfpe6tion. — Conitant pleafure is 
not to be expefted here. And the contin- 
ual or exceflive purfuit of it, is unbecoming 
our flate in this world. Our path is che- 
quered with evil. If the fanguinc but (hort- 
fighted hopes of youth pi6lure to themldves 
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nothing but flowers in their progrefs, they 
will foon be pierced with its thorns. If we 
look round us, we will fee mi>forLune, pain, 
and death imprelling their melancholy^ 
(lamp on all the bell enjoyments of human 
life. 1 his vale of tears, after a Ihort and 
uncertain courfe, leads to the grave, in 
which we, and all our fellow-travellers Ihall 
be fuccelTively fwallowed up. It is then the 
part of wifdom, ferioully to confider our 
liate, and frequently to look forward, and 
be prepared for the folemn and interefting 
clofe of the prefent fcene. Much pleafure 
is unfriendly to ftrious reflettion. It dilfi- 
pates the heart. It engages it in frivolous 
purfuits, and too ofien links it, at lali:, in 
low and criminal enjoyments. Solid wif- 
dom is bell drawn from the fober and 
thoughful fcenes of the houfe of mourning: 
for there we learn to make the raoit juil 
ellimate of ourleKes and of the world. 

The houfe of mourinng, and the houfe of 
fcajling are figurative expreliions periectly 
in the eaftern itile defigncd, the former, to 
fgiiify thofe ariiijlions that call for the 
fyinpathy and commiferation of the hu- 
mane and good j the latter, all high plea- 
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fores of the fenfual kind, efpecially, if they 
are accompanied with fcenes of feltivity. 

The manner in which the facred writer 
ftates the comparifon between them, flrong- 
ly fuggefts the dangerous influence of plea- 
fure. For, however gloomy and painful, 
efpecially to the young and gay, the objefts 
may be that are prefented in the houfe of 
mourning, better it is according to him to 
make the facrifices which we muft make in 
converfing with them, and learning the 
grave and ufeful lelfons which are taught 
there, than to expofe the frailty of youth- 
ful virtue to the ftrcng temptations of the 
houfe of feafting. This is the obfervation 
, which I purpole to illufl rate and prefs in 
the following difcourfe. For although the 
text recommends alfo familiarity with thofe 
mournful fcenes that call forth the humane 
iympathies of the heart, and invite refleflion 
on the vanity of the world ; yet it equally 
conveys the initruflion which I have llated. 
And 1 have chofcn to confider it chiefly in 
this light, becaule we every where fee plea- 
fure atting upon the young with fatal pow- 
er, and beanng them irreliltibly down its 
impetuous Itream, 
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It is an inftruflion that deferves from 
you the higher confideration, becaufe.it 
comes from one who could have no intereft 
to reprefent religion in a gloomy light — 
who was not a difappointed mifanthrope 
railing at pleafures which he could no lon- 
ger talle, nor an auftere reclufe condemrting 
trom his cell enjoyments which he had ne- 
ver known. He was a man acquainted 
with the world, and by no means averfe 
from pleafure. He had even purfued it to 
thofe extremes againft which he knew fa 
well to caution other youth : and, when he 
wrote, was in pofTcITion of that power which 
gave him unlimited command of it in every 
form that inclination or fancy might de- 
mand. Yet this is the author who cautions 
you againft its dangers — for, it weakens that 
watchfulnefs and guard which a wife and 
good man will find it ncceflTary always to 
maintain over himfelf — it lays the heart 
open to too ftrong temptations — it tends to 
impair the fentiments of piety towards God 
— it is unfriendly to the exercife of the be- 
nevolent affections — it enfeebles the prin- 
ciple of felf-government — and laftly, it is 
vmfavourable to thofe ferious rcfledions on 
our mortal condition, and the initability of 
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human things, fo ufeful to prepare the foul 
for her future exiftence, and her immortal 
deflination, 

L Much indulgence in pleajdire tends, m 
the firft place, to weaken that watchfulnef; 
and guard which a wife and good man will 
find it neceffary always to maintain over 
the fraihy of the heart. 

The heart, which is the principle of all 
that is good or ill in man, requires the moft 
perfevering vigilance to guard it againft the 
accefs of temptation. A habit of profound 
and ferious refleclion on ourfclves, and on 
the real Hate and duties of life is necelfary 
to impofe a conflant rein upon the padions, 
and to corred the illufions by which fancy 
is always ready to aid the errors of tlic 
heart. The fcenes of dc light prepared in 
the houfe of of feafting are little calculated 
for thefe ends. Refledion would mar en- 
joyments that depend upon tiie levity and 
riorof the fpirits. Pleafure feldom admits 
wifdom of her party. The wand of truth 
which {he carries would dcRroy all thofe 
unreal images, and airy vifions with which 
the deluded voluptuary is furroundcd. 
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There the heart is thrown loofe from re* 
ftraint, and laid open to the lively and 
warm impreflion of every feducing idea. 
Gaity circulates from breail to breait, and 
dilfipation i§ held to be neccfTary to enjoy- 
ment. The fenfes, the fancy, the paiTions^ 
all heated and inflamed, hurry it away, 
deprived almofl of the power of refiftance. 
" Keep the heart with all diligence, fays the 
wife moral ill, for, out of it are the iffues of 
life." And a good man will find it incum- 
bent on him, in partaking even of the moft 
moderate pleafures, to exert an unceafing 
felf-command, and to preferve a mind al- 
ways colle61ed, and awake to the fenti- 
ments of duty. His emotions he fliould 
obferve as they begin to rife, he fliould at- 
tentively remark their progrefs, and be pre- 
pared to reprefs their firfl tendencies to 
tranfgrefs the temperate and lawful bound 
prefcribed to them by reafon, and religion. 
Examine then on what fide you are weak- 
efl: and moll acceilible to evil — there fix 
your principal guard. When the heart is 
guarded, temptation will aflail it in vain. 
But, when lulled to fecurity by the foothings 
of pleafufe, or tranfportcd beyond itfelf by 
the vivacity of its feelings, or by the fpright- 
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feiels of amufement, it is ever liable to be 
furprized and overcome. This inten^iiiTion 
of vigilance and care is the more dangerous 
becaufc fo feldom regarded as a fan It • Men 
abandon thenifelves without fufpicion to 
the fweet neglecl, and, tlirough the un- 
guarded avenues enter a muhitude of ene- 
mies who were only lying in wait for this 
deciiive moment. 

Thefe dangers aflfeft even lavvful and 
temperate indulgences in pl.^afure. I fpeak 
not here of thole wlio make the houle of 
feafting a fcene of riot — v^^ho deftgnedly 
renounce reflctlion — wlio Gt down to full- 
nefs and intoxication, and v^ho rife to lewd- 
nefs and diforder. On fuch inftrutlion 
would be loft. To them diiToluie pleafure 
has done more than break down the fences 
of the heart, it has dellroyed the heart itfelf. 
On the other hand, I fpeak to thofe who 
enter the houfe of fcalling with the mod 
innocent intentions — ^vv^ho are not yet pre- 
pared to make war upon piety and decency; 
but, who are not fulhciently acquainted 
with the frailty of the heart, and the force 
of the paflions. Them I would warn of 
fnares that they do not fufpecl^ and of dan- 
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gers that may furprife them before they are 
aware. 

11. Pleafure not only impairs the guard 
which a wife man fliould conftantly main- 
tain over his heart, but often lays it open to 
too ftrong temptations. 

Temptation, always dangerous to the 
imperfetl virtue of man, is peculiarly fo in 
the houfe of feafling. There the fenfes, 
and the paflions become excited, and fur- 
round their objefts with a fedutlive colour- 
ing. The glow of imagination raifes a fpe- 
cies of inchantment around the votary of 
pleafure, and his paflions are growing eve- 
ry moment more impetuous and ungovern- 
able. 

A good man, who would preferve the 
purity of his mind, fhould, as far as is poffi- 
ble for human prudence, avoid thofe fcenes 
where temptation acquires unufual force ; 
or if, fometimes called to enter them, it be- 
comes him to fummon to .his aid reafon, 
experience, and all the power of pious fen- 
timent, to prevent the firft incautious wan- 
dering of the heart and fancy, and to keep 
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thera clearly within that dubious limit that 
fcparates vice from virtue. Approaching 
this critical point, they often kindle with a 
fudden and unexpected ardor, and hurry 
him beyond the moderation which he in- 
tended to obferve. One imprudent indul- 
gence invites another — The gates of the 
citadel are thrown open, and in rufh^an 
hoil of enemies. Of this David affords us 
an inftrufclive and affiefting example. And 
we ftill read with fympathy, and commire- 
ration for his deep affliftion, the hillory of 
that pious and amiable prince whofe latter 
days were filled w4th bittcrnefs and tears 
for having only once incautioudy courted a 
temptation, and once indulged a plcafure, 
to which he was ftrongly invited by the 
profperity of his fortune. 

How much more certainly will plcafure 
corrupt thofc who enter its purlieus without 
circumlpeciion, andexpofe themfelves to all 
the dangerous force of thofe temptations 
that meet the young and unwary in the 
houfe of feafting? Here example, fympa- 
thy of feeling, the arts of feduclion, all the 
allurements of ingenuity, all the decorations 
that Avit can give to vice, unite their influ- 
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ence to betray the heart. Here it is that 
youth fo often lay afide their early fimpli- 
city and modefty, and turn apoftates from 
virtue. Do you behold a proiligate young 
man ? Afe, where was he iirit corrupted ^ 
It was probably in the midft of the pleafures 
and amufements of the houfe of iealling, 
WJiere did his palfions firil kindle with a 
new, and unknown ardor, and his hean 
form the loofe purpofe ? Was it not ir 
tlie houfe of fealling where temptation in- 
vited, where appetite impelled, and when 
the licentious {Irain of converfation encou 
raged his wilh? Where did he firlt hea: 
thofe principles defended that favour th( 
difordcrs of the paflions, and remove fron 
them all the rcflraints of religion? Wher 
did he learn at length to fport them himfell 
while, perhaps, his heart yet fmote him fo 
his impiety, and fahhood ? Was it not i 
the houfe of feafting whence dilhpation ha 
banifhed wifdom and prudence ? where th 
fons of folly were ambitious of fhining b 
an impious and impertinent wit, and fougl 
admiration from one another by the mo 
frivolous qualities ? Where, at laft, di 
principles become totally perverted, an 
no longer impofc any curb upon the licei 
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tioufnefs of manners ? Was it not in the 
midll of thofe fccncs of grofs pleafure v/here 
the mind, inveloped in the mills of paihon, 
fees fallhood as truth — where reafon, bribed 
by the heart, defends the innocence of eve- 
rv' indulgence — and where the example of 
others contributes to render it confident in 
error? Ah! temptation acquires a dan- 
gerous, and often a fatal power in the houfe 
of feafting — It lurks in all the avenues that 
lead to it. Youth, who incautioufly expofe 
ihemfelves to its fnares, or yield to its im- 
prcfiions, are hallening to ruin. 

On the other hand, does not wifdom re- 
quire that we fiiould occafionally enter in- 
to the houfe of mourning, and grow fami- 
liar there with thofe ferious and thoughtful 
fcenes that prcTent to us inRructive Iciions 
on the vanity of the world ? There eveiy 
objccl: contributes to abate the immoderate 
ardor of the pafiions, and to diveil the al- 
lurements to vice of tlieir falfc charms. 
There wc behold all that attracted ambi- 
tion, or that nouriflicd pride levelled to the 
dull. Blalled perhaps are the objeas of 
unlawful dcfirc— andthedehres themrelvcs 
fecm, for the moment to be exiinguidicd. 
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Silent the impious tongue that, profaned* 
religion, and that jelled with eternity. 
Gone to her account that fpirit that, in life, 
may have forgotten her eternal deftination, 
and fought only a vain and momentary 
happinels among the deceitful and fugitive 
joys of fenfe. O my foul ! is this the end 
of all the gilded profpefts of vice and folly ! 
If temptation is ever too ftrong for thee, 
turn to the houfe of mourning, and the 
views that are there prefented will corre6l 
it. 

III. Scenes of pleafure and indulgence 
tend, in the next place, to impair the fen- 
timents of piety. 

The folemnity of the ideas, and the puri- 
ty of the fentiments which form the fpirit 
of true devotion, illy accord with the light 
fantallic joys of the houfe of feafting, or 
with the dilfipations of a fenfual heart. 
Not only do thefe fcenes tend to impair or 
to fet afide the holy offices of religion, but 
frequently w^e fee them diRurb the whole 
order and econom.y of life ? The regula- 
rity of families is deranged — The rational 
and ufeful dittribution of time is ncgleded-r- 
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Every xnoment is left to be employed as ac- 
cident, or caprice may prompt — Hardly 
any portion remains for the purpofes of im- 
provement, or for fuHilling the grave and 
important duties that belong to us as reafon- 
able men, and as chrilLians — See thcfe giddy 
children of folly haitening- continually from 
pleafure to pleafure. Hardly are they re- 
covered from the fatigues of one till they 
are again engrolfed in preparations for the 
next fcene as if thefe were the great con- 
cerns of life. As frivolous and idle as their 
employments is the whole Rrain of their 
converfation — ^Ah ! in the midil: of fo many 
vanities, where are the thoughts of God our 
Maker ? 

A continual fucceflion of pleafures is apt 
to efface from the mind that fc^ntimcnt of 
dependence upon the Creator fo becoming 
our ftate. The proud, ungrateful heart of 
man receives the blcdings of divine provi- 
dence witliout recognizing their author. 
He greedily devours them, and then forgets, 
or fpurns the hand that bellows them. 
! Afflittion is the fcliool of thankfulnefs as 
j well as of wifdom. The mind, humbled 
by fuffering, enjoys the fmalidl mercy witli 
^ K 
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gratitude ; while the richeft, by proud un- 
thinking profperity, isfirftabufed, and then 
forgotten. If misfortune has not yet touch- 
ed you, go and contemplate it in the lot of 
others. There comtemplate the fraihy of 
human na ure, and the imperfection of all 
human enjoyments feparated from religion. 
Realize the neceflity of making God your 
friend when the world forfakes you. Men 
tiurfed in plpafure feel not the fame motives 
which the weary and afflided feel to feek a 
refuge in the bofom of the Father of mer- 
cies from the llorms that vex the world. 
In the houfe of mourning we naturally lift 
our hearts to God as the friend of the 
wretched. •" We fee how bleffed his portion 
is whofe chief good remains imim paired 
amidft the wreck of all his other comforts — • 
and who is able to fay, " I will go to God 
my exceeding joy. In the time of trouble 
he will hide me in his pavilion. When my 
father and my mother forfake me, then the 
Lord will take me up."* Such pious emo- 
tions are not the natural growth of the 
houfe of fealting. T he heart, fatisfied with 
the low and feverifh enjoyments of fenfe, 

^ Pfalxns adiii. 4—^7. 5, to. 
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rfpires not to feek more pure and fpiritual 
fources of delight. And ainidll the pridq 
of life, and in the very theatre of vanity, 
ve (hall look in vain lor thofe elevated and 
lioly affeftions that ally the foul to Heaven, 
or for tliofe fentiments of humility tha^ 
conne£i a dependent being with the Creator. 

IV. High and conflant pleafures are un- 
friendly to the benevolent alleftions. They 
tend to contraft and harden the heart. 1 he 
importunities of want, the fighs of wretch* 
ednefs are unwelcome intruders on the joy- 
ous fellival. How often do the happy 
thruft from their doors the children of mi- 
fery, or leave them, like Lazarus, forgotten 
tt the gate ? On the lowly and diftrefsful 
vale of life fupercilious profperity i> inclin- 
ed to look down with indifference or con* 
tempt. Having gained an elevation to 
which the clouds never afcend, it is little 
moved at the tempells that beat on the cot- 
tages below. To whom Ihall tlie miferable 
apply for that fympathy that is necelfary 
to relieve their alHittions ? \\ho are they 
who are difpofed to feek out the retreats of 
forrow and diitrefs, and to adminiiler there 
thofe confolations which the afflicted re- 
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quire ? Are they thofe who have been nurs- 
ed in the lap oF indulgence and pleafure ? 
Are they not thofe who have themiclves 
been educated in ihe fchool of misfortune, 
and who have been taught, by their own 
feelings, the claims of futfering humanity ? 
j^ re they not thofe who often turn afide 
from the profperous courfe which provi- 
dence permits them to hold through life, 
to vifit the receptacles of human wrttched- 
nefs, and to carry^ comfort into the habita- 
tions of penury and difeafe ? Who learn 
here to feel what is due to human nature ? 

Pleafure is felCfli — attraQing every thing 
into its own center, it loofens the bonds of 
fociety. Hence it is that luxury haftens 
the ruin of nations in proportion as it makes 
the love of pleafure the reigning charafter 
of their manners. Man is rendered focial 
by his wants and fufferings. The mixture 
of evil in the condition of human life, con- 
tributes to unite the world by the moil ten- 
der and powerful ties. Mankind are link- 
ed together, and endeared to one another 
by the mutual need and exercife of kind- 
nefs. Perhaps a condition mixed with af- 
tiitlion like the prefent, and fuch a difci- 



siiue of {\ rnpathy as ^ve experience in this 
%"orl<i, is necellan- to cultivaie t}:e foul to 
that high pitch of benevclence, and to pre- 
pare it for thofe exalted unions that li.all 
take place in the celciiial (late. Seldom 
vUl callous profperity, that has n.ver 
knovrn a change, deign to 11. ed a tear over 
the calamities of the unfortunate, and even 
I when prompted by vanity,or urged by liian^e, 
j k extends a hand to relieve them, it is bene- 
ficent 'without charity. If ^ve would cuh.i- 
I vate the benevolent affeciions, and bring to 
perfetlion thofe humane and generous fyra- 
pathies which fo Well become our nature, 
and are fo necefiar)' and fo ornamental to 
our ftate, we muft not dwell frequently or 
long in the houfe of feafting. 

V. Its pleafures tend, in the next place, 
to enfeeble the principle of feif-govem- 
ment. 

Self-denial is neceffary to felf-commapd. 
If our defires are not frequently checked^ 
and always kept within the bounds of mod- 
eration, they become, hke children fpoiled 
by excelFive indulgence, impatient of con- 
troul, and prone to every criminal and 
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dangerous licence. Thofe who wifely edu- 
cate youth, accuftom them early to re-t 
ftraint, and to fubmit implicitly to the rea-» 
fon and the will of thofe whom age and ex- 
perience entitle to govern, that, when their 
own reafon comes to take the command, 
they may be able to obey the reftraints 
which prudence and wifdom will find it ne-i 
ceffary to impofe upon their paflions and 
their conduft. Such is the purpofe alfo of 
that corredlive difcipline, by which it plea^ 
fes divine providence to prepare imperfetl 
men, who are here but in the childhood of 
their exiftence, for the ilaie of perfefl: rea-» 
fon, and of perfett virtue in the heavens. 
In the midll of moderate enjoyments, and 
corre6led appetites, the fcntiments of duty 
have opportunity firmly to root themfelves, 
and to acquire afcendency among the other 
principles of the heart. Unreltrained in-» 
dulgence corrupts them. And the palfions^ 
growing inflamed and ungovernable, hurry 
away their weak captives over all the fences 
oi prudence as well as of piety. 

Moderation and felf-denial are not left 
necellary to the true enjoyment of pleafure 
than to the proper government of ourfelves. 



Tlu Dangers ^ PUaJvre. 71 

plcaiurr is the (ble objcd c^ porfuit^ 

ks enjoyn.ents Toon grow infipid by excels. 

The appetiies precipitate themlelves upon 

mdulgence, and weary themielvcs with de* 

light. Heoce their gratihcation is often 

daihcd with difgiift^ and often followed by 

icmorle. Abitinence is neceffary to re* 

(lore the tone of nature, and to create the 

higfaell leliih even of the pleafurcs offenfc. 

When uieful employment makes up the 

main bufinefs 01 lite, thofe moderate and 

ktwful enjoyments that are interpofed to 

unbend the fpring of the mind, arc taRed 

with the purell and mod exquifite fatisfac* 

tion. And if occafionally we retire to the 

koufe of mourning, its afieding fcenes are 

calculated to nourilh that tendemefs and 

fenfibility of heart which is the happieft 

foil in which to plant all the moral, fcnti* 

Biental, and Ibcial pleafures* 

An important quality in the gm^emment 
of ourfelves, is the power of firmnefs and 
eonftancy of mind in enduring the neceffa- 
ry evils of life. Youth, who have always 
been flattered and foftened by pleafure, 
who have had every deli re gratified as foon 
U it arofe^ who have hardly known what 
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difappointment is, are little prepared to 
encounter thofe adverfe events of Provi- 
dence, which fooner or later muft prefent 
themfelves to every traveller through this 
mournful and uncertain pilgrimage. — 
However ferene and pleafant the morning 
of life may commence, clouds will often 
overcaft the day, or will moft certainly co- 
ver the evening with darknefs and gloom. 
If your path now w4nds along a fmiling 
plain in the midft of flowers, it will foon 
lead you into a barren defert filled with 
briars and thorns, or prefent to you fright- 
ful precipices from which you will hardly 
efcape. Difappointments you muft meet, 
mortifications you muft endure, diftrefsfuj 
reverfes you ought to expeft. What af- 
fliflion are they preparing for themfelves 
who now will dwell only in the houfe of 
feafting? Conftant pleafure induces a weak- 
nefs of mind that augments the preflure of 
the multiplied and unavoidable calamities 
that belong to our ftate. In that cafe, un- 
looked for reverfes will overwhelm you 
with a dreadful weight — if you would aft 
your part with dignity in the world, and 
not weakly fink under its misfortunes, ac- 
cullom yourfelf to look forward to its 
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dianges, and ferioufly to conlider the mix- 
ed condition of human life. Early learn 
10 forego your own inclinations, when duty 
requires it ; and to preferve them at all 
times, under the perfetl controul of realbn. • 
Often enter into the houfe of mourning, 
and there meditate on the dark fcenes of 
human nature, Vilit the receptacles of 
poverty and want — attend the couches of 
difeafe and pain — liften to the fighs of the 
friendlefs and the wretched — look on the 
melancholy trophies of death — let the cries 
of mourners who lament the loFs of all that 
was dear to them on earth touch your fym- 
pathy — reflect on the tears that are Ihed in 
fee ret, and on the thoufand namelefs griefs 
that wring the hearts of the unhappy. By 
fcenes like thefc chaften yourfelves, and, by 
becoming familiar w^ith aHlittion, prepare 
your mind with fortitude to meet thofe 
changes which may be referved for you in 
the courfe of divine providence. If it (hould 
pleafe God to cultivate your patience and 
conftancy in the fchool of fuffering, regard it 
as a proof of his paternal care. Every fuch 
trial will be difarming for you the force of 
thofe great calamities that fink feeble minds 
to the duft, and preparing you, with calm- 
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nefs and reCgnation, to approach the clofe 
of hfe, a period fo formidable to the foft 
and guilty fons of pleafure. — The grace of 
God, fan£lifying the heart, and cultivating 
• within it the hope of a blefled immortality, 
is the only effeftual preparative for a 
peaceful and happy death. But the holy 
fpiritufes as valuable and neceflary auxilia* 
ries of his influences, the afFefting medita- 
tions, and the felf-denying duties which I 
have here recommended. Certain it is that 
thofe who form to themfelves the moft flat- 
tering profpefts in the houfe of feafting, 
and cherifli only thofe gay hopes that are 
apt to brighten upon them there, rauft, in 
the progrefs of life, meet with many cruel 
and overwhelming difappointments which 
they will, by no means, be prepared to 
endure. 

Without a firm and fl:eady felf-command, 
^nd many felf-denials, no great attainments 
can be made in the befl: and mofl: valuable 
-qualities of human nature. When pleafure 
is left to form the charafter it foon deftroys 
'whatever is amiable or refpeftable in youth. 
-See a young man who has purfued only 
ifalhionablc amufements ! What -frivolity, 
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ivhat ignorance, what conceit, what inanity 
mark his charafter, and render him con- 
temptible in the efteem of the wife and 
good ! What an unfurniflied mifid! what 
ufelefs talents ! what an infipid and unHea- 
dy heart ! But if he has plunged deep in 
the ftreamof pleafure, frivolity and unllea- 
dinefs foon become its lighteft faults. 
Loaded with treachery, deceit, and every 
bafenels, it haftens to fink into the dregs of 
vice. If the bloom and vivacity of youth 
Qiould call a veil over thefe defefts for a 
time, what infignificance, what contempt 
are they preparing for age ! — what melan- 
choly and gloom for declining health, and 
impotent years ! — what bitter, and, at the 
fame time, what vain repentance for a dying 
bed! 

VI. Pleafure is unfavourable, in the laft 
place, to thofe ferious refleftions on our 
mortality, and on the inftability of all hu- 
man things which are fo ufeful to prepare 
the foul for her immortal deftination. 

The image of death would frown on the 
gaieties of the houfe of fealling, and dafli 
them 'vv'i^h unfeafohable melancholy. — 



yS The Dangers ofPleafurc. 

Strangely importunate, and unmindful of 
propriety would he be thought to be who 
thould infmuatc a thought of dying where 
all' were devoted to feftivity and mirth. Ah ! 
that folemn and eventful moment is naften- 
ing on. The riot of the fpirits may hide it 
from your view, but cannot retard it. And, 
with a fearful furprize it will overtake thofe 
who have not expefted its approach. 

Little more welcome will the thoughts 
even of the felicities of Heaven find among 
fuch fcenes of levity and folly. With thefe, 
their pure and holy nature cannot be aflb- 
ciated. And the heart that adores the one 
will be cold and indifferent to the other* 
We are connefted with this world by the 
impreffions of fenfe, and with the world to 
come only by the power of refleftion. 
Hence, in the houfe of feafting, where the 
fenfes are all heated and inflamed, and re- 
flexion almoft excluded, the prefent obtains 
an infinite advantage over the future. Eter- 
nity is forgotten, and the grave at laft: opens 
upon us by furprize. As death is the inevi- 
table lot of human nature, and all things 
here are haftening to a period, how wile 
would it be often to retire from the circle 
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of amufcment, and to grow familiar with 
thefe ferious truths in the houfe of mourn- 
ing. There we may learn to meet our own 
change in peace, and be prepared to pafs 
with hope to the great tribunal. There we 
may cukivate that hvely faith in the merci- 
ful Redeemer of the world, that will ihed 
light and joy on the valle}^ of the fliadow of 
death, and wholly remove thofe ignoble 
and impious fears of dying that dircompofc 
the latter end of finners. There wc may 
contemplate the vain, the tranfitory, and 
uncertain nature of earthly things that are 
unworthy to attach our hearts. It is only 
when we recoiled that we are united to this 
world by a momentary tie, and to the world 
to come by eternal relations, that wc (hall 
defpife, as reafonable beings ought to do, 
the fantaflic occupations of the diflipated 
and the idle, and cultivate the folid and 
immortal hopes of piety. Thefe are leflbns 
not taught in, the houfe of fealling. There 
man feems to poflefs a power of happinefs 
independent and fecure — the vicilitudes, 
and the period of life, are hidden behind 
the mills in which fenfual pleafures involve 
the rea{bn. He is lured on Hep by ftep, in 
a fatal oblivion of eternity till the dreadful 
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moment when he is called all unprepared 
to plunge fato it. 

The whole objeft of the prefent difcourfe 
is to teach us caution and moderation in 
indulging the pleafures of fenfe. Univer- 
fally criminal they are not — On this fubjeft 
the Creator has indicated his will by the 
powers of enjoyment with which we are 
endued, and the objeds, evidently defigned 
to gratify them, with which we are fur- 
rounded. But, Hable to great abufe through 
the infirmity and corruption of human na- 
ture, they require to be rellrained by a firm 
and conftant rein. There is' a moderate 
bound within which they are lawful. 
Chearfulnefs is a virtue — though levity is 
a vice — Amufement, enjoyed as a relaxa- 
tion from thft grave and important duties 
of life, is to be allowed — diUipation, as an 
enemy to all good principle, is to be con- 
demned. Temperate pleafures may be ren- 
dered favourable not only to the enjoy- 
ments, but the duties of life — inordinate in- 
dulgence leads to the proftration of every 
generous and noble affe£lion of the heart. 
The bleffings of providence, tailed with 
moderation and received with thankfulnefs, 
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fcrve to ftrengthen the principle of piety— 
abufed to intemperance, they corrupt, and 
at length, deftroy both body and fouL 

Life is a ferious thing. It is the com- 
mencement of an endlels being. It is the 
only period of our probation for immorta- 
lity. Every a6):ion here is impreffing fome 
charaQer upon our deftiny. And the whole 
feries of our condufl: in time is to form the 
fubjeft of one vaft reckoning at the bar of 
God. Although the chearfulnefs of con- 
fcious innocence, and the ferenity of pious 
hope become a good man, levity is unliiita- 
ble to his ftate. And frequent entrance 
into the light and thoughtlefs fcenes of the 
houfe of feafting, even in youth, is unwor- 
thy a rational and immortal being who is 
encompaffed with fuch ferious profpefts, 
and has duties of fuch high importance to 
fulfil. With referve, therefore, indulge 
pleafure. Never facrifice to it one duty 
either to God, or to man. Preferve, in 
your lawful amufements, a collefted 
mind, habitually attentive to the great def- 
tinations of life. Chaften your joy, know- 
ing that, for every idle word, and tor every 
idle thought, you mull render an account. 
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Hemember the prefcnce of God, and join 

trembling with your mirth. — Look forward 

to that period, not far remote, when the 

fun, the moon, or the Jlars Jhall no longer 

Jkine on your tabernacle — ^when the fiver 

cord of life fiall be loojed, and the golden 

bowl /hall be broken, when the frail pitcher 

Jhall be broken at the fountain, and the wheel 

broken at the cifern — then Jhall the dvjl return 

to the earth as it was, and the fpirit Jhall 

return to God who gave it.* Meditations 

* Eccles. xii. This is a fine colledlion of images in the 
caftem ftlle to exprefs the period of life. T6e thread of life 
is a familiar image in the poetry of all nations, which is 
here reprefented as a Jilver cor J for its precioufnefs and deli- 
cacy. The only part of the imagery which will be obfcure 
to an American or European reader is the following — tv^en 
.the pitcher Jhall be broken at the fountain^ and the nvheel Jhall be 
broken at the cijlern. In the fbuth of Afia and in Egypt, 
xchcrc there were few ftreams, water, fo neceflary for the 
ufes and fuftenancc of life,was fought for in wells, or collected 
in ciftenis. From hence it was drawn witli pitchers or other 
fimilar veflcls, by young maidens, or the daughters of the 
family, for domeftic ufes ; or, it was raifed by a wheel, and 
diftributed into the troughs and refcrvo'irs at which the 
herds came to drink.— When the pitcher, that had fo often 
gone and returned fafe, was at lad broken at the fountain — 
when the wheel, that raifed the flood from the ciftem, and 
threw it along the Channels prepared for the cattle, was de- 
ilroyed, the waters were no longer coUeded. Thefe refrefh- 
ing ftreams, fo neceflary to the comfort and fuftenance of na- 
ture, ceafed to flow. Thefe circumftances are employed as 
figures, fimplc but beautiful, to exprefs the rupture of that 
frail veiTel that contains the fountain of life ; or the cefTatlon 
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cm death do not dillurb the innocent, they 
alarm only the guilty confcicnce — They do 
not cover life with gloom, and deflroy its 
pleafures, as the licentious imagine — They 
only render pleafure temperate and wile. 
Frequently enter into the houfe of mourn- 
ing — and, always, when it comes in compe- 
tition with the houfe of feafling, give the 
preference to this fchool of humanity and 
ierioufnefs— ^/i^r it is the end of all men, at.d 

the living will lay it to his ficart. Thcle 

feafons of tender and virtuous grief may 
nourifh pious refleciions, and bring to ma- 
turity the hopes and dirpofitions of heaven, 
that would have decayed and periihcd c- 
midft the ardent and barren pleafures of 
fenfe. Happy they who, by ilie Jadiufs of 
ths countenance have the heart made bctta — 
who are taught, by tlic aillitiions that are 
in the world to look far above its tranlitoiy 

of the aftion of the heart that throws its precious dreams 
along the channels of the veins. Thofe who conailt U\e 
commentators on this palFa-je, will find, in the greater part 
of them, many inlipij and ridiculous ciiticilhis, as if the 
facreJ writer, inltead of employing a beautiful poetical 
image, intended to give us a pedantic and enigmatical fyi- 
tem of anatomy. 
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and unfatisfying joys, to the eternal habi- 
tations of the juft and the throne of the 
living God, in whole prefence is Jullnejs of 

j&y, and at whofe right hand are pleafures 

Jvr ever more. 

AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE IV. 

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS*. 



Luke xvi. i^ — 26^ 

^f 'T'HERE was a certain rich man who 
X was clothed in purple and fine linen^ 
and fared fumptuoufly every day — and 
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus 
who was laid at his gate full of fores and 
defiring to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man's table — moreover^ 
the dogs come and licked his fores. And it 
came to pafs that the beggar died, and was^ 
carried by angels into Abraham's bofom. 
The rich man alfo died and was buried* 
Anil in hell he lift up his eyes, being in. 
torments, and feeth Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bofom. /\nd he cried and 
faid, father Abraham ! have mercy on me^ 
and fend Lazarus that he may dip the tip 
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of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for I am tormented in this flame. But 
Abraham faid, Son ! remember that thou, 
in thy life time, receivedft thy good things, 
and likewifc, Lazarus evil tilings — ^but now 
lie is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
And befides all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulph fixed, fo that they 
who would pafs from hence to you cannot, 
neither can they pafs to us who would come 
from thence." 

This parable contains the moral hiftory 
of a foft and effeminate voluptuary. His 
attire, his table, and his equipage difplayed 
the magnificence, and luxury of a prince. 
He zvas clothed in purple, andjine linnen, and 
fared fumptuoujly every day."^ But, in the 
midft of that fplendor, and felf-enjoyment 
he feems to have forgotten the great end of 
living. Rendered unmindful of his Creator 
and of the fufferings of his fellow creatures, 
by an abufe of mercies derived only from 

* Purple was the colour appropriated, in that age, to 
princely rank. And, as the manufadlure of linnen was 
then only in its infancy, it was not introduced as an article 
of ordinary drefs. The wearing oi fine Itnnen therefore was 
confidered as aproofof the greateft wealth, or the grcatcft 
luxury. 
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tlie goodnefs of God, and which ought to 
have been employed to the purpofes of pi- 
ety and cliarity ; he appears to have been 
intoxicated with his good fortune, and to 
liave ceafed to refleft on the uncertainty of 
liviman things, and the great interefts of his 
immortal exigence. Ihus occupied and 
diflipated, in the moment when he leaft 
expefted, and was leaft prepared for the 
dreadful reverfe that followed, he was fur- 
prized by death, aiid in hell he lift up his 
eyes^ being in torment. The profperity of his 
firft fortune, and the mifery of his prefent 
condition are the more ftrongly marked by- 
being oppofed to the wretchednefs, and the 
triumphs of Lazarus. It is of little impor- 
tance to inquire whether this is the hiflory ^ 
of men who aftually lived at Jerufalem ; or, 
whether our Lord hath borrowed only ge- 
neral and probable characters, and worked 
them into a parable for our inftruftion. 
The moral is the fame — That we are not 
to judge of the happinefs and mifery of 
men by any external circumftances in which 
they may be placed in the prefent life — 
That piety, though it may feem to be over- | 
whelmed by poverty, by contempt, and 
fuffering here, is found, at laft, to be inli- 
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nitely the happieft choice — That vice,, 
though furrounded with fplendor and afflu* 
cnce, and with al] the pleafures that afflu- 
ence can purchafe, will appear, eventually^ 
to be a wretched portion — ^And that one 
thing, above all others, is needful. But, as 
the charafter of this fon of pleafure is not 
marked in the parable by any high, and 
atrocious afts of vice, except the want of 
charity to Lazarus, and fympathy, with his 
affiidion, it may be intended farther to 
teach us that a voluptuous luxury, a foft 
and exceflive felf- indulgence, an ambitious 
oftentation in the ornaments of the peifon, 
the fumptuoufnefs of buildings and furni- 
ture, and the richnefs and fplendor of equi- 
page, when they employ our principal 
cares, are themfelves criminal ; and, by th? 
negleft which they induce of the higheft in- 
terefts of the foul, are preparing it, in the 
end, for that fearful deftiny fo ftrongly 
painted by our Lord in this interefting pa- 
rable. 

To reprefent this deftiny, in order, if 
poffible, to deter the children of guilty 
pleafure from purfuing their fatal career, 
fliall be the principal objeft of the prefent 
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liifboiirfe, as it was, probably^ the main de- 
fign of our Lord himfelf. — I Ihall previoufly, 
hovrever, take a (hort review of the other, 
and (iibordinate inftru6lions that rife out of 
the liiftory, and that, without doubt, were, 
like^^ife, in the view of this great teacher. 

The firft leflbn which we are taught by it 

is, that we are not to judge of the happi- 

nels or mifery of men by any external cir- 

. cumfiances in which they may be placed in 

the prefent life. 

The gaiety and fplendor that furround af- 
fluence, and are oftentatioufly difplayed by 
luxury, often deceive the world into a falfe 
opinion of the happinefs of the men who 
enjoy them. The votaries of pleafure, as 
long as they can avoid looking into their 
own hearts, and into futurity, are themfelves 
deceived on their own fubjeft. But, not to 
mention that true happinefs depends chiefly 
on the inward ftate of the mind, and the re- 
gulation of its affeftions by the ftandard of 
reafon, and the fpirit of religion, fo contra- 
ry to all their habits, let us view their en- 
joyments in the light only in which they are 
rcprefented to us in this affefting ftory. If 
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they muft fhortly end in eternal and unut- 
terable mifery, what value fhould we put 
upon them ? Under the face of gaiety, and 
the high enjoyment of life, are concealed 
the principles of eternal death. Under an 
exterior mafk of felicity on which are paint- 
ed fatyrs, and fyrens, and the images of joy- 
ous feilivals, are covered the fcorpions of a 
guilty confcience, and the avenging furies 
of divine jullice. 

On the other hand, the pains gr the wants 
which a good man may be obliged to en- 
dure in the prefent life, which is but a mo- 
ment, can take little from the infinite fum 
of an eternal felicity on which he is the next 
moment about to enter. Lazarus may be 
poor — he may lie at the gate of a princely 
palace whofe lord riots in the abundance of 
his wealth — the dogs may clean the fores 
of a wretch who, fick with hunger and fa- 
tigue, is obliged to accept of that fmall 
ottice of kindnefs from bealls, which he will 
look for in vain from the unfeeling pride 
and luxury of his own fpecies — Lazarus 
may perilh for want — but his pains are only 
for an inflant. Death which feems to be 
the greateft of them, puts an end to them all. 
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Angels convey him to cverlafling habita- 
tions- And the bofcm of the father of the 
faithful receives him from the contempt and 
injuries of the world. And, in the eflimate 
of our happinefs, what proportion is there 
between a momentary joy fucceeded by 
eternal fufferings, and a momentary fuller* 
ing fucceeded by eternal joys ? 

When we confider the different deflinies 
of thefe two men, how ftrongly, in the next 
place, do they inculcate this truth, that one 
thing is needful! Is happinefs the aim of all 
the purfuits of men? It is to be found on- 
ly in true religion. Wealth, power, and 
fenfual pleafure, the phantoms that contin- 
ually occupy and deceive the world, can 
add little to the felicity of men when mea- 
Xured on the great fcale of immortality. — 
And if .they are acquired by crimes, or are 
enjoyed wuihout God, their pollelfion is 
vanity, their end is mifery. Look on the 
dreadful fate of this rich voluptuary and 
fay, WhatJIiali it profit a viauy though he gain 
the whole world, ij he loje his oxm joid/ Or 
tohat Jliall a man give in exchange for his 
foul? When plunged in that devouring 
gulph, will it be any confolation to him 

N 
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that he has once revelled in the fulnefs of 
fenfual joy ? Will he not envy the ttate of 
Lazarus, poor, defpifed and wretched, but 
the heir of heaven ? Will he not efteem it 
infinitely a better portion to fufFer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleafures of fin for a feafon ? 

But, probably, this parable was intended, 
farther, to reprefent the guilt, and to point 
out the condemnation of a foft and pleafur- 
able life devoted fupremely to the gratifi- 
cations of appc^tite, and of vanity. The 
charafler of this rich man is not marked by 
any crimes of notorious profligacy. He 
inhabited a palace, he was aitired with 
fplendor, he enjoyed a fumptuous and lux- 
urious table. His fault feems to have con- 
filled chiefly in an ollentatious luxury, 
in an eHiminate felf-indulgence» And 
there are innumerable duties to the poor, 
to the church, to our country, to mankind, 
as well as to God^ with which fuch a life is 
inconfillent. 

By pampering the appetites, and inflam- 
ing the paffions, it is unfriendly to that felf- 
government, and felf-denial which are ef- 
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fential to a life of piety and virtue. And 
not lefs is it unfavourable to the virtues of 
benevolence and charity. High and con- 
tinual pleafures beget a i'elfifhnefs of mind 
^at, at laft, ceafes to feel for the miferable 
— They nouriih a pride that is prone to 
look down with contempt, or with negleft 
on the humble and unfortunate — They cre- 
ate a falfeandfaftidious delicacy that is apt 
10 be offended at the view of poverty and 
wretchednefs.— Lazarus, therefore, lies ne- 
glefted at the gate. If he is not infulted, 
he is forgotten. It would break in too 
much upon the enjoyments of this fon of 
pleafureto concern himfelf about the peace 
of a wretch. If he liftens to a reprelenta- 
tion in his behalf, the care of furniii ing 
relief is devolved on pampered flaves, who, 
pai taking of their mailer's fullnefs, have no 
fympathy with diftreffed and friendlefs vir- 
tue. He is too indolent to roufe himfelf 
from the lap of eafe and indulgence to the 
active cares of a generous and noble cha- 
rity. — ^A high crime this in the eye of God 
who has an equal care of all his children, 
and who, in the courle of a wife and gra- 
cious providence permits the varieties of 
pleafure and of pain that exifl among men 
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only in order to cultivate in their hearts the 
noblelt virtues, and to unite them together 
by the fweetell ties. 

Equally inimical is a continual fucceflion 
of lenfual delights to the fublime virtues of 
public fpirit. They contract as well as en- 
ieeble the mind. And render it incapable 
of expanding itfelf to the great and enlarg- 
ed interelts of religion, of our country, or of 
mankind. They concenter it in low and 
ignoble enjoyments. Innumerable little 
and felfifh cares perpetually engage, and, at 
length, almoll exclulively occupy it. 1 he 
foftnefs and felfilhnefs of pleafure difqualify 
a man for thofe high and arduous fervices 
in pron oting the glory of God, and the fal- 
vation of men, to which a chrillian may of- 
ten be called ; and render him equally un- 
able, or unwilling, to make thofe generous 
and noble facritices which the virtues of 
humanity, of patriotifm, or of piety may 
require. Do we ever expeft to hear from 
the lo\ers of pleafure this holy and difm- 
tcrelled profeflion which fo well becomes a 
a difciple of the crucified Redeemer — 
doubt tcjs I count all things but lofs Jor ihe ex^ 
cdlency of the knowledge oj Ch'tijt J ejus my 
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Lard for whom I have fvffered the lofs of all 
things ? Neither count 1 my life dear unto 
myfel/y Jo that I might finifh my courfe with 
joy, and the mimjlty which I have received of 
the lurrd Jefus^ to ttjlify the gof pel of the grace 
of God? And if we confider thofe virtues 
only which are efTential to the exillence or 
profperity of fociety, can you, in trying fi- 
tuations, truil the integrity, or confide in 
the patriotifin of men who, by voluptuouf- 
nefs, have corrupted and enfeebled their 
minds, or, by luxury, have probably im- 
paired their principles along with their 
fortune? And when thefe vices have 
infefted the mafs of a nation all improve- 
ment ceafes— public enterprize is extin- 
guilhed — national defence languilhes — na- 
tional honor is betrayed. They have uni- 
formly proved the grave of empires. 

But the great evil of this charafter con- 
fids in loving the creature more than the 
Creator, who alone is worthy of our fu- 
preme affeftion. This is the abundant 
fountain from which flow all other fins. 
1 he love of God is the love of virtue in its 
fource and effence ; and is, therefore, the 
proper and univerfal principle of duty. 
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But you fee in this unhappy voluptuary, 
and in thofe who are daily following his 
example, a heart devoted to pleafure and 
vanity, to feif-indulgence and pride, in the 
midfl of which God cannot find his proper 
place. Senfual enjoyments, in the rapid 
growth of their habits, foon come to occu- 
py the whole man. And the mercies of 
God, abufed by excefs, tend only to with- 
draw the heart from him towards whom 
they were defigned to awaken the livelieft 
emotions of gratitude, along with the firm- 
ell refolutions of duty^ 

Such are the outlines of a charaQer con- 
figned by Chrill to fo fearful a punilhment. 
A character highly interefting to the prelent 
age in which we lee fuch numbers who are 
Lovers of pkafure viore than lovers of God. 
And that degenerate croud is daily increaf- 
ing with the accefs of wealth, and the dillolu* 
tion of our manners. It is of the more im- 
portance to reveal finncrs of this defcription 
to themfelves, becaufe they are deceived by 
a face of beauty and propriety around them ; 
and the continual flatteries that wait upon 
wealth and rank give men a fubfiitute for a 
good confcience in the opinion of the world. 
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and confirm the favourable eftimate which 
they make of themfelves by the imaginary 
cliimates of paraGtes, and fycophants, or of 
thofe falfe friends who are attached only to 
their fortunes. They are not holy indeed, 
but they are free from the reproach of great 
vices. Flattered by their dependents, ad- 
mired or envied by the world, they are at 
peace with themfelves, and they imagine 
al fo that they are at peace with God. Ought 
th'^y not to tremble, when they refleft that 
thi5; is the charader of the only reprobaU 
recorded in the gofpel ? 

Before I exhibit the melancholy and 
afflitling piQure of his Hate, permit me to 
obferve that, though the parable offers di- 
rectly to our view the condemnation only 
of indolence and pleafure, of luxury and 
pride ; yet, indireftly, it teaches us that felf- 
Jntereft, and f If-indulgence, in every form 
in which they can be purfued, exclufively 
of God, fliall, finally, be doomed to the 
fame mifery. — The different clafTes of focie- 
ty are prone to contraft and nourifti preju- 
dices againft one another. And the poor 
are apt to hear with fatisfaftion every de- 
clamation againft the vices of the wealthy 
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and the great, as if they were exempted, by 
their fituation, from every reproach that 
touches them. But whoever purfues, or 
enjoys the bleffings of providence without 
referring them all to God, and acknowledg- 
ing his goodnefs in their acquifition and 
fubmitting to his will in their application — 
whoever prefers eafe to duty, or interett to 
charity — whoever is devoted to his appe- 
tites, or purfues beyond the moderate bound 
of virtue, the pleafures of fenfuality, or even 
of amufement, in the coarfeft as well as the 
moft refined form — whoever does not min- 
gle a fpirit of piety and benevolence with 
all his occupations, and enjoyments — who- 
ever is not aftive, faithful, and liberal in 
his efforts to promote the interelts of reli- 
gion, the glory of God, and the happinefs 
of mankind in that llation in which provi- 
dence hath placed him, although he is not 
clothed in purple and fine linnen, is guili)^ 
of the fame crime, and is heir to the fame 
delUny with this proud and wealthy fmner. 

That deftiny I am now to unfold. And, 
as it is the principal objeft of the parable, 
it will therefore require of you the more 
patient and ferious attention. But, that I 
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may not wander into regions of unauthor- 
ized fancy and conjefture, and thereby de- 
tra6i: from that weight which truth and cer- 
tainty alone can give to every reprefenta- 
tion that is made, and every doftrine that 
is delivered from this place, I (hall derive 
the whole of that intereliing view which I 
am about to take direftly from the facred 
text. 

" It came to pafs that the poor man died 
and was carried by angels into Abraham's 
bofonr. The rich man alfo died, and was 
buried — and, in hell he lift up his eyes, be- 
ing in torments, and feeth Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in his bofom. And he 
cried and faid. Father Abraham! have 
mercy on me, and fend Lazarus that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this 
ftame ! But Abraham faid. Son ! remem- 
ber that thou, in thy life time, receivedft thy 
good things, and likewife Lazarus evil 
things ; but now he is comforted, and thou 
art tormented. And befides all this, be- 
tween us and you there is a 'great gulph 
fixed, fo that they who would pafs from 
O 
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hence to you cannot, neither can they pafe 
to us who would come from thence." 

In this reprefentation we may remark 
four fources of mifery to this wretched 
foul — the remote, and hopelefs view of the 
felicities of heaven, which he hath forfeited 
by his fins — the recolleftion of paft plea- 
fures which now ferve only to increafe his 
fuiferings — ^the direft pains of an avenging 
fire — and, finally, the defpair that muft 
fpring from the dreadful conviclion that 
his raiferies (hall hf^ve no end. 

" He feeth Abraham afar off, and Laza- 
rqs in his bofom." 

In fome way which we cannot at prefent 
comprehend, it is probable that the glory 
of the heavenly ftate will be revealed to the 
Mnhdi^^y fpirits in prifon, only to heighten 
the feverity of their lufferings by a know- 
ledge of the felicity which they have loft by 
their crimes. Thofe clear difcoveries of 
God, of which the foul in its unembodied 
ftate will be capable, may become a fource 
of mifery to the reprobate in hell, propor- 
tioned to the ineffable happinefs that flows 
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from them to the redeemed in heaven. 
The prefence of virtue even among men 
commonly confounds vice, and affefls it 
with fhame and remorfe. And fometimes 
we have feen the apprehenfions of divine 
juftice feizing upon the mind, and concur- 
ring with the fenfe of guik, overwhelm it in 
defpair. If the imperfetl virtue of a worm 
of the duft can often cover an offender with 
confufion — if a fingle ray of the eternal juf- 
tice of heaven let in upon the guilty con- 
fcience can fo agitate and convulfe the foul^ 
what will be its terror and difmay when all 
the dreadful fplendors of infinite purit}% 
ftiall be forever prefent to her view ? 

• From another principle, the difcovery of 
the divine perfeftion may increafe the un- 
happinefs of the guilty who are excluded 
from it, and are rendered incapable of en- 
joying it. God is the natural centre of the 
fouK Towards him (he will propably tend^ 
when difencumbered of the body, by a 
ftrpng and phifical attra6lion as the only 
fource of her happincfs, even while a moral 
difcordancy may feparate her from him, 
and an infupportable weight of guilt fink 
her down to the abyfs of impure fouls^. 
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Painful and dreadful will be the conflift be- 
tween thefe phifical and moral tendencies. 
Often carried out in fervent and inextin- 
guifliable afpirations, in fighs and groans to 
be re-united to the infinite centre and the 
fource of good, flie will feel herfelf repelled 
from it by the impurity of her nature, and 
the imchangeablenefs of her defliny. If, 
for a moment (he fcems to rife towards hea- 
ven in paffionate and diil rafted wifhes, it is 
only to plunge her, the next moment, 
deeper in the hopelefs horrors of her prifon. 

The punilhment of this miferable fuffer- 
er feems alfo, to have been increafed by the 
moft afflifting and involuntary compari- 
fons. — Afar off he fees Lazarus enjoying 
eternal reft. The wretch who once lay for- 
gotten at his gate, when a profperous for- 
tune, and continual pleafures made him 
forget that he was a man, is now clothed 
with glory and immortality, while he him- 
felf lies wrapt in unquenchable fires. Mi- 
ferable foul ! A merciful heaven, and an 
avenging hell feem equally to concur in 
his perdition. Imagine what will then be 
his fecret fentiments, or his defpairing cries. 
—Oh ! to refemble that man whom once I 
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vrould not have fet with the dogs of my 
ftock ! W hat a falfe eftimate have I made 
of true honor, and of true happinefs ! Infi- 
nite, folly ! to throw away the immortal 
prize that was in my offer ! that felicity I 
might have poireffed, — But ah ! I have fa- 
crificed it for frivolous joys that leave no- 
thing real behind them but the diilra6ling 
fting of their remembrance ! 

This is the fecond fource of his mifery, 
the recolleftion of the p\ll. 

" Son ! faid Abraham, removher that 
thou, in thy life time receivedil thy good 
things." And it is reafonable to bdieve 
that he would forever torment himfelf by 
an inceffant vibration of mind between the 
paft and the prefent. In a moment all his 
former happinefs, and the whole profperity 
of his firft fortune, rulhes on his recollec- 
tion — ^its lofs fhews it with increafe — and 
again, in a moment, all the horrors of his 
prefent ftate furround him. — Dreadful com- 
parifon of what he was, with what he is ! — 
Fortune feemed at my command — my days 
paffed in feftivity, my nights in plea- 
sure — perpetual gaieties made Up the fcene 
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guilt. And certainly, nothing can be more 
awful than the denunciations of the holy 
fpirit upon this fubjeft — *' The fon of man 
fhall fend forth his angels, and they fhall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and thofe who do iniquity, and (hall 
caft them into a furnace of fire. There (hall 
be wailing and gnaftiing of teeth."* " The 
Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, who (hall be punifhed with everlaft- 
ing deftruftion from the prefence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power ."t 
" If any man worfhip the beaft — he fhall be 
tormented with fire and brimftone — and the 
fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for- 
ever and ever ; and they have no relt day 
nor night."^; — Ah ! what a pifture of mifery 
and defpair ! The finner, forever penetrat- 
ed by avenging fires, finds his being ftill re- 
paired by an invifible power, and growing 
again to the flame — forever walling, yet 
never deftroyed. 

* Mat. xiit. 41,42. 
t II. Theff. .i 7,. 8, 9. 
X Rev. xIt. 9, 10, II. 
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In tlie midft of the fire that is not quench- 
td, is tlie worm that never dies, and fills 
ihofe dreadful abodes with eternal wailings 
and gnafhing of teeth. Under the anguilh of 
fuch fufferings, in what fearful execrations 
will tlae reprobate children of defpair vent 
the bittemefs of their rage, or pour forth 
their complaints to their unpitying dun- 
geons ! They curfe the day that firft (hone 
upon a wretched being — they curfe the rea- 
fon that made them capable of finning — 
they curfe the author of their miferable ex- 
iftence — they curfe that exiftence that 
makes them only fenfible of pain. Their 
j fweeteft confolation would be, to be blotted 
j out of the works of God. Ah ! how dreadful 
is the ftate that forces them to cry for eter- 
nal death, as a refuge from eternal fuffer- 
' ings ! How much more dreadful is it when 

' death invoked will never come ! 

I 

This is the laft circumflance, of terror in 
thefe fufferings, that they will be endlefs. 

The eternal duration of the punifliments 
of the wicked, in a future ftate, is declared 
to us in terms fo exprefs in many palTages, 
and is fo applied in the whole Uyle of the 

P 
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facred writings, that it requires the moft 
ftrained criticifms to make them fpeak any 
other language. This is among the doc- 
trines which we ought to receive implicitly 
from the word of God, according to the 
moft fimple and obvious meaning of the 
terms in which it is declared. We are una- 
ble to penetrate even by probable conjec- 
tures, into the eternal world ; and our rea- 
fon, or our fenfibilities muft form the moft 
inadequate meafures, by which to judge of 
the moral plans of infinite wifdom, and in- 
finite juftice. For proof of this we need go 
no farther than thofe innumerable fcenes of 
mifery that exift in the prefent world. What 
a different fyttem of things would the pre- 
fumptuous mind of man have prefcribed to 
the wifdom of the Deity? If it were not wit- 
nefs of the fafts, would it not have denied 
the poffibility of their exiftence in the works 
of an infinitely benevolent being ? Incom- 
petent then, as we are, to determine what is 
wife or good in the boundlefs and eternal 
fyftem of the Creator, our wifdom and our 
fafcty confifts in receiving fubmiflively, and 
without any modifications fuggefted by our 
own feelings, what he liath been pleafed to 
vevcal concerning the infcrutable fubjed* 
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of eternity, and, efpecially, concerning the 

everlafting ftate of wicked men* Hear then- 

the righteous and fearful deaxe that (hall be 

paiTed upon the guilty at the laft judgment 

^^ depart ye curfed into everlajling fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels." So 
thcjejhall go away into everlajling pumfiiment^ 
And thejmoke of their toniunt ajcendeih fore- 
Tjcr and ever. The moll dreadful idea in the 
torments of hell is, that they Ihall h^ forever 
and ever. The furnace of the xoraih of God 
burns with unquenchable fire. When the 
guilty foul furveys the horrors of her defli- 
ny, then cafts her view forward into futuri- 
ty as' far as her thoughts can -reach, but can 
find no period, no mitigation pf her pains — 
what defpair mull overwhelm her! — Dread- 
ful is the prefent ! but oh ! — the future is 
hopelefs ! 

Such is the unhappy termination of a life 
of pleafure and felf indulgence, which the 
hiftory of this rich man prefents tons. It 
paints, in the moll affefting colours, the in- 
fatuation of thofe who facrifice the immor- 
tal interefts of the foul for the falfe and fu- 
gitive enjoyments of {cn^c. This ftor}^ con- 
veys a leffon the more inRruflive, becaufe it 
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is that of a man who, as far as appears to us^, 
was not profligate, cruel, or unjuft. His 
fupreme objett fecms to have been to enjoy 
hinifelf. Vain, perhaps, and oflentatious, 
he lived in fplendor and in pleafure. But, 
in the indulgence of pleafure he feems to 
have been Jorgetful of his duties to heaven, 
rather than impious — inattentive to the offices 
of charity, which the neceflities of Lazarus 
.demanded, rather than inhuman — incapa- 
ble ohhe fe//-governnient^ndJelf'denialsiiiat 
religion requires, rather than indecent in his 
vwrals. Yet, at laft, you fee him make his 
bed in hell. From the flattering arms of 
unfufpefted joys, he defcends to the cruel 
embrace of everlafting flames. Confider 
and lay to heart, ye who are lovers of plea- 
fure more than lovers of God, this awful ex- 
ample of theholinefs and jufl^ice of the Su- 
preme Judge — ye who flatter yourfelves 
that you are innocent as long as you are not 
profligate — who imagine that, if you pre- 
serve your manners within certain bounda- 
ries permitted by falhion, and do not open- 
ly oflend againfl: the fentiments of mankind, 
you will not be queftioned for the graces of 
the gofpel. Ah ! look on this miferable 
fon oj perdition and correal errors fo fatal. 
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It is poffible to preferve a fair and decent 
r^xterior, to be approved and even admired 
by the world, and yet be found wanting in 
the balances of divine juftice. 

Above all, let thofe who refufe to lifteri 
to admonition or advice in their career of 
plcafure — who fcldom are calm and im- 
partial enough to reafon fairly on the per- 
nicious tendency, and fatal termination of 
their courfe — who have not fentiment 
enough to be moved by anyreprefentation 
of the charms of virtue, nor grace futficient 
to underitand the beauties of holinefs, at- 
tend to the objefcl prefented to them in this 
parable. It addrelfes our fenfes and our 
tears the only remaining principles by 
which we can reach the heart when reafon 
is overborne and the fentiments of piety 
are extinguilhed in the riot of the paflions. 
For this purpofe I have endeavoured to 
raife up to your view an unhappy fpirit 
from thofe difmal abodes, that the image 
of another's mifery may bring you, if pof- 
fible, to timely refleflion. You behold in 
him a preacher who fpeaks to you from 
the place of fufferings. You who afli with 
affetled indifference, or w^ith impious levi- 
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ty what paflesin that invifible world, learn 
it from one who fhews you what he is, and 
tells you what he fufters. — He befought 
Abraham that Lazarus might be fent to 
admonifh his incredulous brethren of their 
danger — Miferable foul ! that office he per- 
forms himfelf to you. And he raifes his^ 
voice amongft us to day to warn you left 
you alfo come to that place of torment. 
Eternal author of truth ! add to this awful 
admonition, the effeftual perfuafion of thy 
Holy Spirit! 

AMEN! 
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DISCOURSE V, 

THE PENITENT WOMAN AT THE FEET 
OF JESUS, 



— i^ 



Luke vii. 37, 38. 

And behold a woman in the city, who was a 
Jinner, whenjhe knew that J ejus fat at meat 
in the Pharifees houfe, brought an alabafter 
box of oint'tnenty andjlood at his feet behind 
him weeping, and began to wajh his feet 
with her tears, and did wipe them with the 
hairs of her head, and kijfed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment, 

A COURTEZAN of Jcrufalem appears 
in this hiftory as an humble penitent 
at the feet of Jefus. In the purfuits of 
pleafure her paffions had overborne that 
exquifite delicacy of fentinicnt, and that 
timid and retiring modcfly Vrhich, as it is 



112 The Penitent Woman 

the principal charm, is alfo the firmeft 
guard of the virtue of the fex. She had 
loft even that fcrupulous regard to charac- 
ter and propriety of condutt in the eye of 
the world which is commonly the lall vir- 
tue which a woman abandons. The difor- 
ders of her life were publicly known. But 
the vivacity of her feelings, which was pro- 
bably the firft caufe of her errors, became, 
when direAed by divine grace towards its 
proper objefts, the chief fource of that live- 
ly contrition, and thofe tender expreffions 
of attachment to her Saviour, which render 
her penitence fo interefting. She had mis- 
fpent the generous force of her heart on 
objefts that only deluded and difappointed 
her. But no fooner had flie heard this 
fublime teacher fent from God, who pointed 
out to her the true road to happinefs, than 
fhe renounced her fins, and attached her/elf 
folely to him. Her repentance became as 
confpicuous as her vices had been public. 
Her vanity, nourifhed by the infidious flat- 
teries of men, ftie mortified by the deepeft 
humiliations. The feet of her Lord flie 
wa(hed wuth the tears of her remorfe, and 
her gratitude. >\lthough (he was not igno- 
rant of the reproaches, and the fneers (he 
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muft encounter in difcharging thefe pious 
offices from the company affembled at the 
Pharifee s houfe, who were acquainted with 
her former habits of life, yet (he refolved to 
conftrain her feelings, and refolutely to 
meet them all. Her humiliations, her tears, 
and the facrifices which fhe made atteft at 
once the depth of her forrow for her offen- 
ces, and the fervor of her love for her Sa- 
vioun They fhew us a woman of high 
fenfibility ; but of a fenfibility that, having 
once been abufed, is now the more pro-, 
foundly penetrated with the fentiment» 
of repentance — that, having once been 
wafted on vain and criminal obje61s, at- 
taches itfelf now with the greater ardor to 
the chief-good. The advantages of perfon, 
and the decorations of art which (he had 
employed to fofter vanity, or imflame the 
paflions, (he now renounces or neglefts. 
Having once diftionored religion, and of- 
fended virtue by the diifolutenefs of her 
manners, fhe is refolved to make them all 
the reparation in her power by the publici- 
ty of her converfion. — She inftrufts us there- 
fore by her love — by her humility — ^by her 
felf-denial — and by her zeal. Thefe are 
genuine chara6leriftics of fmcere repent- 

Q 
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• 
ance : and, by a few refleftions on each 
in the following difcourfe, I fhall endeavor 
to develope the fpirit of a real penitent. 

J. In the firft place, we difcern in her 
condud the fervor of her love to the Sa- 
viour. 

»■ 

She flood behind him as he lay reclined 
at the table of the Pharifee, and Ihed upon 
his feet a flood of tears. With officious 
tendernefs flie wiped them with her hair ; 
and anointed them with a precious perfume 
referved for this pious purpofe, from the 
lately abufed flore of her wealth.* Thofe 
offices of hofpitality which were expefted 
only from the mafter of the houfe^f Ihe per- 

* The courtezans of antiquity not infrequently acquired 
large fortunes. Their drcfs and furniture were rich. They 
were commonly diilJnguKhed for beauty. And their houfes 
being often places of public refort for men of talents and 
leifure, they were ufually remarkable alfo for wit. Atten- 
tion to thefe circumftances may be neceflary in order to 
perceive the propriety of fome expreffions in this difcourfe. 

f In that age the mafter of the houfe always ordered lu's 
guefls to be funiilhed with water for their feet, and fre- 
<iuently with a bath for the whole perfon before eating, 
and, after bathing, with ointment with which to anoint 
themfclves. Their pofture at table is known to have been 
reclining upon couches, which explains the attitude in which 
this woman is rcprefented. 
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forms herfcir, and in the manner mod calt- 
culated to exprefs the fervor of her affeclion. 
Thofe tears were not merely the Ilreams of 
her repeniance for her errors, but theburft 
of a tender heart overflowing with the love 
ofChrilL 

In her purfuit of pleafure fhe had been? 
unhappy. Deceived, probably, by faith- 
lefs lovers, and difappionted in every crea.- 
ture of the happinels {lie had expected 
from it, fhe fought only, by perpetual change 
of object, to fill the painful void which all 
objects in fucceffion left. Her paluons im- 
portunate and imperious, having involved 
her in dilhonorable fituations, from which 
fhe had not the courage to free herfelf, 
urged her againft reputation, againft con- 
viction, and, often, even againft her wilhes, 
to the purfuit of new gratifications from 
which ihe perpetually returned with, frefli 
proofs of their vanity and mifery. 

But when jefus Chrift had opened to her 
the true fources of happinefs, and enabled 
her by the aids of his grace to break her 
unfortunate and criminal connexions with 
fo many objc6ls that had occupied and 
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deceived her heart, her afFeftions, that had 
been diflipated and wafted in a thoufand 
different Itreams, now collefted into one 
channel, flaw to her Redeemer in a full and 
abundant tide. All her fenfibilities here 
enjoy a lawful, a delightful, and unlimited 
exercife. 

Many confiderations would combine to 
increafe the fervor of her devotion. Her 
difappointraents from the world, and the 
ftiocks with which her heart had met from 
her firft lovers, would prepare her to return 
to God as her exceeding joy. Her mind 
was opened, by divine grace, to the difco- 
very and the love of infinite perfeftion, to 
which, amidft fo many criminal loves, it had 
hitherto remained blind. Having been con- 
verfant only with the vile and deteftable 
forms of vice, the charms of virtue appear- 
ed to her with a tranfcendent and divine 
beauty* 

But, at this moment, fhe moft deeply 
felt her obligations to her Saviour. Jefus 
had reftored her from the path of infamy to 
the path of honor. An outcaft from focie- 
ty for faults, for which no repentance can 
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atone among men, fhe was gracioufly re- 
ceived by him who knew her heart, and who 
faw her fincerity. He enlightened her 
mind — he taught her hopes to afpire — he 
forgave her offences — he was himfelf the 
facrifice for the fins which he forgave. 
Awakened to a view of all her guilt, and to 
the mifery and infamy to which her paffions 
had reduced her, ready to defpair of the mer- 
cy of God, as fhe had experienced the un- 
pitying cenfure of the world, with what 
gratitude and joy would (he fee herfclf re- 
Itored to purity by the word of Chrift,. and, 
by his interceffion and atonement, made an 
heir of immortal felicity and glory ! Here 
was the fource of thofe flrong emotions, 
and of thofe affe6lionate and affiduous at- 
tentions, which flie was unable to reftrain, 
even in the prefence of men who fufpefted 
her motives, and were unfriendly to her 
charaAer. 

This is the hiftory of a real penitent. 
The love of Chrift, and of God through 
him, now reigned fupremely in her heart. 
" Thou {halt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, with all thy foul, with all thy 
ftrength, and with all thy mind," is the 
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law equally of reafon and of revelation. 
Towards that eternal fource of intelligence 
and truth a pure and enlightened reafon will 
feek to bend all her powers. Into that iiv- 
finite ocean of goodnefs and benignity, all 
the little ftreams of good in man wiil de-- 
light to pour themfelves. A nund, there- 
fore, that is truly penitent, and renewed 
after the image of God, will demonilrate 
its change by the warm and lively courleof 
its affe6lions towards him. The heart he 
formed for himfelf. To withdraw it Irom' 
him, and to devote it exclufively to other 
objefts is a criminal diverfion of its powers. 
It is, befides, miftaking the means of our. 
. happinefs to feek it from things lo imper- 
fe6l, treacherous, and inconflant. A man 
who had amply tried whatever pleafures 
the world can yield returned from thena 
with the fad experience that all is vanily 
and vexation of Jpirit. On the flu6luating 
ocean of life nothing is liable or fatisfying ; 
and the relllefs heart of man, always deceiv- 
ed, yet never taught wifdom by its errors, 
only abandons onepurfuit for another equal- 
ly vain. When, convinced at lait that its in- 
felicity arifes, not fo much from millaking its 
object as from the cfTential impcrfcfticn of 
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the objefts exclufively of God, it returns 
to him who embraces in himfelf all that is 
excellent and perfeft in the univerfe, with 
what ftrong and fervent affetlions will it 
cleave to him as its chief good ? In him 
it finds a fweet repofe from all the agita- 
tions and tumults of the world — He is able 
to fix all its wanderings — He can fatisfy the 
infinity — he can fill the immenfiiy of its 
defires. He offers to its affetlions the nioit 
fublime of all obje6ls, infinite power, and 
benignity, infinite purity and truth. The 
love of God in a good man, feizing upon 
all the powers of his foul, will mingle it- 
felf not only with his devotions, but with 
all his ordinary occupations. He fees God 
in every thing that he beholds, he polfef- 
fes him, if I may fpeak fo, in every thing 
that he enjoys. The whole world, that was 
curfed to man by fin, is again fanftified to 
his ufc by the fpirit of divine love. 

But the higheft and moft delightful ex- 
ercife of this atfeftion a fincere penitent muft 
find in contemplating his Saviour, and re- 
cognizing his obligations to redeeming mer- 
cy. Is it poffible to believe the truths winch 
are taught in the facred (Jpriptures concern- 
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i ng the guilt of man, and the incarnation 
»nd ficniice of the fon of God, and to feel 
our own intereft in them, and not to be pe- 
netrated with the tendered, and the fublim- 
ell fentiments of gratitude and admiration? 
By his grace, the flaves of fin are made free 
With the Liberty ofthefons of God — ^The pri- 
foners of juttice are made to fng of m^r^ 
cy — the vidims of eternal death are made 
heirs of immortal life ! — He hath redeemed 
XLS from the curfe of the law, having been made 
a curfe for us, and having borru our fins in 
his own body on the tree. the heighth and 
the depth, t/ie length and the breadth of the love 
of Chrijl t/iat pciffeth knowledge ! There are 
moments in which a pious man feels thefe 
ideas to be almoft too powerful for the fee- 
blenefs of human nature. No language is 
fufRcient to exprefs the emotions that fill his 
heart. Like the woman, he weeps at the 
footftool of divine grace — he would, if pof- 
fible, kifs the Redeemer's feet. But the bur- 
den of his gratitude often makes him dumb, 
and he gives himfelf up to unutterable feel- 
ings. 

Indifcreet afts of zeal in fome weak but 
veil-meaning perfons, and hypocritical pre- 
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tenlions in others to high fervors in religion, 
in order to cover unworthy defigns, have, 
"with men of reflefting minds^ and worldly 
principles, brought a degree of fufpicion on 
all the vifible afts of a warm and affeftion- 
ate piety. They would reduce religion to 
a lukewarm profcflion, and a formal detail 
of exterior rites in which the heart is not 
concerned. But, furely, if men be capable 
of high fentiment, or of ftrong and tender 
feelings upon any occafions, the great and 
tranfcendent objefts prefented to us in the 
gofpel fhould have the power of awakening 
them in the breaft* And the truth is, what- 
ever be the degree of natural fenfibility 
which a good man poffefTes, it will fhine 
out in his religious profeffion. Love pre- 
ferves the fame charafter in religion as in 
other fubjefts. It cannot be fmothered in 
the foul. It feeks for means by which to 
exprefs itfelf, not only in the fervency of its 
devotions but in its zeal for whatever is 
connefted with the glory of God, the feli- 
city of mankind, and the progrefs of piety 
and virtue in the world. It is fuperior to 
a cold and inanimate formality, to which 
the error, and the prafticc of fo many in 

R 
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the chriflian w^orld would confine it. Re- 
ligion has its forms. But the fpirit of di- 
vine love puis into ihcm a holy energy and , 
life. 

II. This penitent infl:ru6ls us likewife by 
her deep humility, which is another affen- 
tial charafter of fincere repentance. 

Her copious tears, licr fine but difhevel- 
Icd hair applied to the humblefl offices, be- 
fpoke the lowly fentiments of her mind. 
No mortifications appeared to be too great 
for one who felt herfelf to be, what the 
Pharifee unkindly called her^ a Jinner. 
And her wJiole condu6l demonftrates that 
Ihe afcribed to her blefled Lord alone her 
deliverance from the fhameful flavery of 
her fins, and that fhe held herfelf boupd to 
him by eternal obligations. 

Humility is a difpofition peculiarly a- 
daptcd to the flate of man whether we con- 
fidcr his frailty, his dependent condition, 
or the errors and miferies with which he is 
fur rounded. His days on earth are as ajlia- 
dow, and he is crujlicd before the moth. 
Sprung from the dull, and born in forrow. 
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he Ls haflcning through a vale of tears 10 
r^nite hiinfclf to the earth from which he 
was taken. There is little reafon for pride 
in a worm of the duft who exijled hitycjlcr- 
day ; and fmall caufe have we for boalHng 
or confidence in that fpark of reafon that, 
ftruck out of darkneCs but a moment fmce 
by the hand of the Almighty, is hardly fuf- 
ficient to guide our path through this world; 
but, to futurity, and the highdl objetls of 
our interell and duty^, is wholly blind. 
The mofl humiliating corifidcratiuns arife 
out of every view wc can take of human 
nature. When wc compare our imperfec- 
tion with thine infinite power, intelligence, 
and purity eternal God ! " what is man that 
thou art mindful of him ? or the fon of 
man that thou vifiteft him !" 

But the humility of a penitent arifes 
chiefly from a profound and affedingview 
of his fins againft God. The talents of the 
mind and the faculties of the body, which 
ftiould have been employed only in the fer- 
vice of the Creator, have been often ufed to 
his dilhonor. The heart, which he created 
only for himfelf, has been devoted to inferior 
purfuiis, and exhaufted in falacious and 
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criminal enjoyments — The bleflings of his 
providence which Ihould habitually haVe 
recalled him to mind with a thankful re- 
coUeclion, have too often, alas! ferved on- 
ly to nourilh and inflame the paflions. But 
the higheft aggravation of fin, where the 
name of Chrill is known, is its refiftance to 
the perfuafions of the holy fpirit, the con- 
tempt it pours upon the love of the Son of 
God, and its profanation of his precious 
blood ftied for the redemption of the .world. 
Thefe confiderations moll deeply penetrate 
the mind of a (incere penitent, and fill it 
with remorfe and (hame. Condemned by 
the fentence of the divine law, he is not lefs 
condemned by the fentence of his own heart. 
** Wherefore, faith the facred writer, fpeak- 
ing in the name of all penitents, I abhor 
myfelf, and repent in dufl and aflies !" 

One of the principal fruits, and one of 
the raoft certain proofs of true humility of 
mind, is an unbounded gratitude to the Sa- 
viour and unlimited trull in his merits. In 
our own imperfeft obedience, as there is no 
vindication of the rights of the violated 
law, there can be no folid ground of hope 
towards God. For " our righteovjnejfes are 
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as filthy ragSy and our iniquities like the wind 
have taken us away." No argument can car- 
ry this truth with fuch perfuafion to the 
heart that it is " not by works of righte- 
ournefs which we have done, but by grace 
we are faved," as our own confcioufnefs in 
thofe moments of humiliation and repen- 
tance when we perceive the magnitude and 
extent of our offences againft God. Even 
the mercy that encourages our hope, will, 
by painting in deeper colours our ingrati- 
tude and guilt, the more completely de- 
ftroy every plea of felf-righteoufnefs. — 
£lefled Jefus ! we believe that " there is no 
other name but thine under heaven given 
among men whereby we can be faved." 

III. Connefted with the humility of the 
penitent in our text is het* edifying felf- 
deniaL 

Retiring from all the fcenes of her paft 
delights {he confecrates the powers of her 
heart, and the labours of her hands only to 
her Saviour. She efteems it not fufficient 
to have forfaken her vices ; but (he makes 
a voluntary facrifice of all the objefts that 
might tend to rekindle her paffions. Even 
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thofe lawful poffeffions or enjoyments 
which, having been once abufed, had be- 
come connefled by habit or by memory with 
her fins, {he renounces. Her perfon, which 
ftie had fo carefully decorated from impro- 
per views, is now negletled in its ornaments 
— She feems willing to mortify it for hav- 
ing been once too pleafing. The rich per- 
fumes with which Ihe had lludied to inchant 
the fenfes, Ihe calls away. What is valua- 
ble in them Ihe confecrates to Chrift — for 
the reft, ftie ufes them no more for her own 
pleafure. Her hair, the glory of her head, 
which fhe had fp often dreffed for allure- 
ment, now carelefs and difhevelled, as if to 
mark her repentance for its firft abufe, Ihe 
applies to the humbleft office. The luilre 
of her eyes, that had fo often fparkled with 
impure fires, {he quenches in a flood of 
tears,* and fhe now employs them only in 
exprelTions of humility and grief. 

Admirable example ! The fpirit of re- 
pentance will lead a good man not only to 
renounce his paffions, but to fhun the mo- 
tives and occafions of exciting them — the 

* MaflUlon — La pcckereflc de revangile. 
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places which have been formerly the fcenes 
of them — the aids and the arts which they 
have employed to compafs their gratifica- 
tion. In confequence of the natural and 
powerful principle of aflbciation in the hu- 
man mind, he is prone to regard with ab- 
horrence, or with fear, whatever has been 
connefted, by any clofe tie, with vice. The 
concomitants of vice he facrifices along 
with the vices themfelves. This is likewife 
a principle of prudence. For fuch is the 
frailty of the heart that the mod fincere 
convert may expofe his virtue to danger by 
incautioufly frequenting fcenes, or by in- 
dulging an unneceflary familiarity with ob* 
jefts, that have formerly been to him the 
occafions, or the minifters of fin. His paf- 
fions accuftomed to kindle at the fight of 
them, may, by the influence of habit, infen- 
fibly become enflamed, and in an unguard- 
ed moment, he may be furprifed into a fault. 
It is neceflary not only to flee from the fins 
that are in the world, but often to flee from 
the world itfelf. Retirement, felf-denial, 
moderation, and even abftinence in plea- 
fure are frequently requifite in order to 
preferve our virtue, and to impofe a pro- 
per guard upon the pallions. 
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A qucftion has been raifed, to what de* 
gree may amufements, recreations, and ge* 
nerally all fenfible pleafures, be lawfully 
purfued by a good man ? And when do 
they become blameable ? It is difficult to 
mark out any limits on this fubjed that (hall 
be precife and accurate. They, are not the 
fame, perhaps, to every man — much de- 
pends on chara6>er, on habit, on the pecu- 
liar irritability of the paffions, and on many 
circumftances that vary with the individual, 
and cannot be embraced in any general 
rule. Confiderations of this nature, while 
they ought to render a man candid and li- 
beral in his interpretation of the conduft of 
others, ftiould make him rigorous in judg- 
ing of his own. Whatever he has found, 
by experience, to impair the firmnefs of his 
pious refolutions, or to difcompofe the fe- 
rene and fteady habit of his devout affec- 
tions, to him becomes criminal. And if he 
has difcovered that companies of a certain 
kind are unfriendly to ferious refleftion— * 
if public diverfions and amufements have 
diffipated the heart, and rendered it left 
prepared to approach to God in the exer- 
cifes of a fpiritual and lively devotion — if 
any worldly cares have occupied too large 
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^ portion of his time to the exclufion of the 
higher and nobler objefts of religion — if 
attentions to the perfon have had too much 
of a fenfual aim — if the arts of corrupting 
have been ftudied in the arts ofpleafing, 
he will ftill regard with a holy jealoufy and 
caution what has once proved to him a 
dangerous fnare. He will imitate the pru- 
dent and generous felf-denial of this peni- 
tent woman who renounced even her temp- 
tations. It is in vain toafk, is not company 
innocent ? Are not amufements lawful P 
Is not a certain conformity to the world 
juftifiable ? Are not attentions to pleale 
laudable ? I agree — No one difputes the 
principle thus generally exprefled. It is ii:E 
the particular 'applications of it that the 
difficulties arife. And, whatever indulgen- 
ces might be admitted in a general theory 
of morals — whatever, in practice, might be 
fafe and lawful for others, the queflion re- 
curs, have they been found to produce an 
ill influence on the ftate of your n)ind, or 
the habits of your conduct ? Have they 
occupied that time which ought to have 
been employed in purfuits more ufeful and 
more worthy of your nature ? Have they 
tended to awaken criminal palhons in your 

S 
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own breaft ? Have vthey been defigned to 
excite loofc defires in others ? In one word, 
do they feem to have interpofed a diftance 
between your foul and God ? Have they 
made you lefs circumfpeft in your conduft, 
and lefs vigilant over all the movements 
of the heart? Have they rendered you 
more forgetful of your dependent flate, and 
of your eternal deiliny ? In proportion as 
they have been followed by thefe effefts 
they have become fmful. And, I repeat it, 
true repentance will make the facrifice of 
them. The fpirit of repentance never afks 
what is the exa£l limit between virtue and 
vice, in order that it may approach, as near 
as poflible, the confines of forbidden plea- 
fures. It ftudies to keep far within that 
dangerous boundary. It is inclined rather 
to carry abftinence from pleafure to a holy 
^xcefs, if I may fpeak fo, than to permit 
one doubtful liberty. Job made a covenant 
tvith his eyes in order to guard the purity of 
his heart. And every man who is honeft 
to himfelf will perceive hme^n which m/yre 
tqfily than others hejets him^ and with regard 
to which he finds himfelf more frail. Here 
all his guards ought to be doubled — all his 
vigilance ought to exhaufted. A good 
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man will fear and (hun the opportuhities 
and incitements of temptation, as well as 
abhor and flee from fin. 

IV. This penitent inftrufts us, in the laft 
place, by the holy zeal with which (he 
avows her change of life, and profeflcs her 
attachent to her great deliverer* 

She had wounded the interefts of piety 
and virtue. She is folicitous, by her future 
conduft, to repair the effefts of her fatal 
mifcarriages. Her courTe of reformation 
{he commences by a profeffion of her pious 
purpofe, and an acknowledgment of her 
duty as public as had been her offences. 
She did not come to Jefus by night, like 
the ruler of the Jews who, through a falfe 
pride, thought to conceal from the obfer- 
vation of the world, the moft honorable 
aftion of his life — fhe did not go to meet 
him in the diftant villages, or, in the moun- 
tains to which he often retired apart to 
pray, that fhe might reveal to him, in pri- 
vate, the fentiments of her heart — Her of- 
fences had been notorious — Jerufalem knew 
that fhe was a finner* — And in that city 

♦ Maffillon, 
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that had been the theatre of her difhonor, 
flic went by day, in the fight of all into the 
houfe of the Pharifee^and, in the prefence of 
the aflembly that was there convened, Ihe 
confecratcs herfelf to the fervice of Chrill. 
She was not afliamed of the caufe of virtue 
and piety which (he had recently embraced. 
She was afliamed only of having embraced 
it fo late. 

An open and decided profeflion of reli- 
gion is an homage which every good man 
owes to the caufe of truth. The w^eight of 
his example, whatever it may be, he ihould 
add to the fcale of virtue. A fincere peni- 
tent will be folicitous to make an early re- 
paration to the injured honour of his Sa* 
viour as confpicuous as his faults have been. 
But as the habits of the world are, in many 
refpefts, in oppofition to the fpirit of reli- 
gion, the young convert is apt to perceive 
a degree of fliame in abandoning its party, 
%vhich is fupported by numbers, and going 
over to the thin and dcferted ranks of reli- 
gion. Yet a lively fcnfe of redeeming love 
will render him fuperior to this falfe Ihame. 
Afliamed only of having fo long purfued 
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the paths of vice and folly, he will feel the 
dignity of a return to reafon and virtue. 

• Do you dread and fhrink from the obfer- 
vation of a fcoffing and cenforious world ? 
Alas! in the courfe of your vices you fear-' 
ed it not. Why Ihould it affecl you only 
when you are about to enter on the noble 
refblutions of duty ? Do you dread the in- 
vidious contrafts that will be drawn be- 
tween your former manners, and your pre- 
fent change ? True it is, the world is prone 
to call up againft thofe who enter on a new 
life the memory of their errors. It is wil- 
ling to reproach religion with them, or to 
infinuate that pious zeal is merely a hypo- 
critical difguife affumed, for certain purpof- 
es, to cover a heart that, in fecret, ilill re- 
mains equally enflaved to vice. Thus the 
Pharifee faid of this amiable i^tmx^nt Jhc is 
a,Jinner. But, his fcorn did not abafh her, 
or reftrain, for a moment, the fervent ex- 
preffions of her duty to her Saviour. The 
fentiments of love and zeal that filled her 
heart, rendered her fuperior to the infult. 
And let the real penitent know that fincer- 
ity will take away the lling of every re- 
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proach — perfeverance in the path of duty 
will take away the reproaches themfelves. 

The hiflory which you have been review- 
ing affords the moil gracious encourage- 
ment to all men, whatever may have been 
the nature or degree of their offences againft 
God, to feek his mercy by repentance.— 
Often, it is not fufficient for the guilty that 
they have his general promife, " him that 
cometh to me I will in no wife caft out.'- 
They require it to be fupported by exam- 
ples, before the trembling and felf-reproach- 
ing heart can reft upon it. Here is the ex- 
ample of one who may be ranked among 
the chief of finners, who, notwithftanding, 
was received by the Saviour with infinite 
benignity. Appealing to the proofs which 
fhe had given of the reality of her repen- 
tance, and the fincerity of her love, he fays 
to the Pharifee " her fins which were many 
are forgiven, for (lie loved much.'* 

Not infrequently, thofe who have offend- 
ed highly, when they come to be convinced 
of their fins, are ready to defpair of the 
mercy of heaven. The fentiments of their 
own unworthinefs fo profoundly penetrate 



nt the Feet of Jejus. 135 

them, the apprehenfions of the juftice and 
indignation of God againft fin fo alarm and 
terrify them, that they have not compofure 
of mind fufficient to turn a calm and be- 
lieving view on the merits of the Redeem- 
er, and the all-prevailing atonement of the 
crofe. They are ready to conclude that 
thejummer ispajt, the harveji is ended, and 
they are notfaved. Ah ! why fhould you 
unneceffarily aftlift your fouls ? Behold, in 
the penitent of our gofpel, a monument of 
divine grace that is calculated to filence 
all your fears, and is fufficient to introduce 
the light of pious hope into the darkeft and 
moft troubled bofom. 

Others there are who, though they do 
not doubt of the mercy and the promife of 
God, do, notwithftanding, derive the mofl 
difconfolate profpefts from within them- 
felves. The force of their paffions they 
perceive to be fo great that they can hardly 
flatter themfelves with the hope of being 
able to bend them under the yoke of reli- 
' gion — their fenfibilities to pleafure are fo 
lively and impetuous that they defpair of 
extirpating them, or making them fubmit to 
the painful felf-denials of the gofpel. It re- 
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quires, indeed, an arduous conflitl to fubdue 
the burning impulfes of a heart too fenfible 
to pleafure,-and to divert its force from the 
grofs and turbulent purfuits of fenfe to the 
pure and "Tpiritual enjoyments of piety. — 
But, if it is arduous, bleffed be God! it is 
not impoffible to the energy of reafon, to 
the power of refledion, to the facred im- 
portunity of prayer. A merciful Saviour, 
alfo, hath not left the iffue of the conflift 
to our own weaknefs ; but hath gracioully 
promifed the aids of his holy fpirit to thole 
who alk him — *' Afk and ye Ihall receive, 
feek and ye fhall find, knock and it fhall be 
opened unto you." And you fee in the hif- 
tory of this day, a penitent, whofe paffions 
were unufually ftrong, made, by his grace, 
to feel the all-fubduing charms of virtue 
and holinefs. Thofe fenfibilities w^hich had 
once milled her, now form the moft llriking, 
and interefting features of her new charac- 
ter. Such difpofitions, when regulated by 
divine grace, are commonly dillinguifhed 
for a tender, lively, and affeftionate piety ; 
and are capable, perhaps, of forming tlie 
moft amiable and perfeft charatlers in re- 
ligion. To them, probably, we owe thofe 
noble ftrains, thofe impaflioned odes which 
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the royal pfalmift of Ifrael employed in 
the wprfliip .of God ; thofe facred fervors, 
running through all his divine compofi- 
tions, that continue to animate the devotion 
of good men in every age. Let not the 
itrength of your paflions, then, or the vi- 
vacity of your fenfibilities to pleafure, 
make you defpair of attaining to a new 
life, or even of reaching the fummits of vir- 
tue. Enter fpeedily, and in earneft on the 
arduous labour. And in this, as in every 
other duty, the promife of God will ftill 
remain to be your confolation, and your 
aid, " my grace is fufficient for you." 

AMEN! 
T 
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Romans xii. ii. 
Not Sbthful in Bufinefs. 

THE law of Chrift not only reaches to 
the principles of conduA in the heart, 
but extends to the whole detail of our ac- 
tive duties. Among thefe it inculcates in- 
duftry, and diligence in bufinefs, not only 
by many direft precepts, but by the allu- 
fions and images which it employs to charac- 
terize the chriftian life. It reprefents it as 
an arduous conflift, as an aftive race, as a 
ftate of inceffant labour and vigilance. 

Some weak or fuperftitious minds have 
imagined thatall thisardor is to beemployed 
only in devotion, and thofe duties that ter- 



On Indic/iry^ i^g 

xtiinate immediately upon God, while they 
fuppofe it hardly refpefts the affairs of civil, 
of focial, or domeftic life. On the other 
hand, juftice, charity, fobriety, induftry are 
cflential and important duties of the chrif- 
tian law. In the order of life, indeed, they 
form the moft numerous clafs of our du- 
ties, men have the moft conftant ufe for 
them, they are moft direftly related to the 
general intereft and felicity of the world, 
which is the great end of the divine govern- 
ment. Afciivity and diligence in the affairs 
of life may, it is true, proceed from impro- 
per motives, and be dire6led to improper 
ends. Men may be diligent in the bufinefs 
of the world, and yet be deftitute of the 
grace of God : but, it may be laid down 
as an immutable truth in religion that no 
one can be a good man who is not induftri- 
ous in fome ufeful calling. 

Induftry is the virtue of which I purpofe 
to treat* on the prefent occafion; in doing 
which I fhall point out both its neceffity, 
and its advantages. 

It is required of us by God — it is render- 
ed neceffary by our relations to fociety — it 
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is requifite to the improvement of our own 
nature — it is intimately connefled with 
other virtues — ^and it is indifpenfable to the 
beft enjoyment of life. Each of thefe ideas 
I fhall explain and extend a little before I 
apply the fubjefl: to the chief defign of our 
prefent meeting. 

I. In the firft place, it is required of us 
by God. This appears not only from his 
holy word, but from the whole fabric and 
order of the univerfe, and from the organ- 
ization and fl:ru£lure of our own nature, 
which are his work. Wherever he raani- 
fefts his power, all things are full of move- 
ment and energy. The mighty orbs that 
compofe the univerfal fyftem wheel on in an 
inceffant courfe, and preferve unbroken the 
order of day and night, of feed time and 
harveft. Every atom is in motion, and is 
perpetually affuming new forms of being. 
That man might not be idle, his Creator 
hath furnifticd him with a vaft aflfemblage 
of aftonifhing powers, fitted for an immenfe 
variety of uleful ends, and which indeed 
can be preferved in a found ftate and brought 
to the perfeftion for which they yere 
evidently intended, only by employment 
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and exercife. When we fee a conftant and 
beneficent aflivity every where eftablilhed 
by God in the conftitution of nature, it is 
an indication of his will too clear and un- 
^ ambiguous to be mifunderftood even by the 
moft carelefs obferver. Were the powers 
with which man is endued given by him in 
vain ? Shfill we fuffer them to ruft in our 
poffeflion, and thereby fruftrate the benevo- 
lent defigns of the Creator ? The opportu-' 
nity and the means of doing good either to 
ourfelves or others, as they are bellowed by 
him, and are the indications of his will, 
point out to us a facred law of duty* As 
long as any good end can be anfwered by our 
aftivity, and that is as long as we exift, we 
are under inviolable obligations to in- 
duftry. 

The fame fpirit breathes throughout the 
word of God. Diligence in fome ufeful 
bufmefs is reprefented as eflential to the 
chararfter of a good man. The apoftle, in 
his inftruftions to Timothy hath faid, '* if 
any provide not for his own, and cfpecial- 
ly for thofe of his own houfe, he Hath de- 
nied the faith and is worfe than an infidel/* 
In defcribing the chara£ler of thofe widows 
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whom he permitted to be received upon the 
charitable lifts of the chriftian church, he 
requires that they be " well reported of for 
good works — that they have brought up 
children, that they have lodged ftrangers, 
that they have relieved the afflitted, and that 
they have diligently followed every, good 
work." To quote no other example lif- 
ten to the reproach which our bleffed Lord 
makes to the unhappy man who had not 
induftrioufly improved the talent with which 
he had been intrufted — " Thou wicked and 
JlothfuL fervant !" And let us tremble at the 
fentence pronounced upon him, " caft ye 
the unprojitable fervant into utter darknefs — 
there Ihall be wailing and gnafhing of 
teeth." From hence it appears that, in the 
final judgment, we muft render an account 
of the negleft of our talents as well as of 
their mifimprovcmcnt — of our omiffions of 
duty as well as of our pofitive tranfgref- 
fions. 

When, in another paflTage, our Saviour 
commands his difciples " not to labour for 
the meat that perifheth, but for that which 
endureth to everlafting life" — can he mean, 
as fome have imagined, to recommend a 
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pious idlenefs, or to make a merit of mo- 
naftic poverty ? Can he intend to confine 
all the images of vigilance and labour by 
which, in other places, the chridian life is 
reprefented, wholly to the fecret and inte- 
rior duties of religion ? — ^It is impoffible — 
but knowing how prone mankind are to 
give the preference to vifible and temporal 
things above thofe that are invifible and 
eternal, he intends by this ftrong expreffion 
to catt down the world from its ufurped 
fuperiority, and to give their jull afcenden- ' 
cy in our efteem and purfuit to the objefts 
of an immortal exillence. Amidft all our 
juftifiable concerns for the prefent life, the 
life to come is of infinitely higher moment, 
and demands our principal care. 

11. Induftry is a duty required, in the next 
place, by our relations to fociety. 

No man liveth to himfelf alone. We 
are all members one of another, and are 
linked together by innumerable ties of mu- 
tual intereft and dependence. The joint ef- , 
forts of all are neceflary for the happinefs 
of all. Man, as an infulated individual, is 
capable of little improvement, and even of 
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little enjoyment. Arts are invented and 
cultivated, fociety advances, and is refined, 
and the public profperity is promoted only 
by united labours. Each one is called to 
contribute his portion to the common ftock. 
Every man, therefore, who is not ufefully 
employed, may be confidered as robbing 
fo much from the fum of general benefit 
and happinefs as his labours ought to have 
added to it. He does more. His exam- 
ple infefts the community, /nd the idle 
become injurious, not only by their own 
indolence, but by their pernicious influence. 

Who has a right to enjoy the advantages 
.of fociety if he contribute nothing to main- 
tain and increafe them ? Shall the wealthy 
claim this difhonorable privilege, as if being 
the fpring of aftion in others, and the chan- 
nels through which the rewards of labour 
flow to them, they might remain idle ? No, 
the ties of reciprocal dependence pervade 
all orders of the community, and reach, 
like a mighty chain, from the higheft to the 
loweft. Befides, is it not manifeftly unjuft 
that thofe who enjoy the bounties of pro- 
vidence in the greateil profufion {hould em- 
ploy them to the lead worthy purpofes — 
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{hould render themfelves the leaft worthy 
of men — (hould fuffer their powers to flag- 
nate and degenerate for want of a necefla- 
ry and ufeful exercife — Ihould become, by 
their example, the corrupters of fociety P 
If God has elevated them to confpicuous 
flations, and put into their hands the means 
of doing extenfive good, has he not laid 
them under proportionally higher obliga- 
tions than other men to cultivate an intrin- 
fie worth of charafter, and to co-operate 
with the great Father of the univerfe in pro- 
moting the happinefs of mankind. Can 
this be effefted by an indolent felf-enjoy- 
ment that takes no intereft in the affairs of 
men ? Can it, by a luxurious dilnpation in 
which, tliough men may be aftive, they are 
worfe than idle, and aclive only to perni- 
cious ends ? 

To the law of an ufeful indufiry, there- 
fore, the rich as well as the poor, the great 
as well as the humble are, by their relations 
to fociety and to God, equally and indif- 
penfably fubjeft. 

But, independently on thefe high rela- 
tions, every man is under obligations to in- 

U 
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duftry from his holy and tender connexions 
with a family. If he has been thrown by 
providence among the inferior clafles of 
fortune, is it not among the firft duties 
both of nature and religion to make provi- 
fion for thofe of his ov/n houfehold, who 
depend upon his care, or to whom he has 
been the voluntary occafion of exillence? 
— Whatever ftation he holds, is it not his 
duty to exhibit before them a worthy exam- 
ple? With afliduity to fuperintend their 
education on v/hich fo much depends for 
their happinefs in life ? And to throw round 
them, in that rank which they polTefs, all 
the refpe6tability that virtue, talents, and 
induftry can bellow upon them ? Without 
gi^eat vigilance and care in forming the fen- 
timents and habits of youth, they are liable 
to fmk into infignificance, or to fall a prey 
to the innumerable minifters of vice that 
furround them. Parents are rcfponfible for 
their children to God, and the public, as 
well as to their own hearts. For want of 
that energy and vigilance which a juft edu- 
cation requires, how many of the poor have 
plunged into a low and brutal profligacy ? 
how many families of high fortune have 
gradually degenerated in the qualities both 
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of their bodies and their minds, till, at lad, 
the viciims of indolence or vice, they have 
become utterly extincl ? 

III. In the next place, induftry in fome 
ufcful purfuit is connetled with the im- 
provement and pcrfetiion of the powers of 
our nature. 

Continual exercife and employment is 
neceffary to the llrength and vigor both of 
the corporeal, and the mental qualities* This 
is a law of nature ellablilhed by that infinite 
goodnefs of which we every where fee the 
proofs, and which has intended to promote 
the perfe6tion of our own nature by means 
that {hould be, at the fame time, elfentially 
connefted with the good of mankind. That 
aftion that is moft beneficial to ourfelyes is^ 
that which is alfo mod ufeful to others — 
Any faculty that remains unexerted be- 
comes, in time, paralized and enfeebled, and 
is hardly capable of being applied to the 
ends for which nature intended it. The 
ancients, who underllood fo well the edu- 
cation of youth, prepared their citizens to 
become vigorous defenders of their country 
by the moil athletic cxcrciils ; and in thciv 
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fchools they endeavoured to cultivate the 
realon and the genius by ftudies that requir- 
ed an intenfeand continued exertion of thofe 
powers. — Induftrious and ufeful employ- 
ment, when mixed with proper recreation 
favours the vigor and perfeftion of the body, 
promotes the improvement of the mind, and 
imparts ferenity and purity to the affeftions* 
Idlenefs degenerates every thing ; and mere 
amufement, where it occupies a large por- 
tion of our time, evaporates the greateft and 
moft refpeftable qualities of human nature. 

Befides, idlenefs is not only an enfeebling 
quality but forms alfo a contemptible cha- 
racler. A man who is not employed as the 
author of nature intended he Ihould be — 
whofe talents are ufelefs, and whofe exam- 
ple is pernicious — who merely eats, and 
drinks, and fleeps, or lounges from place to 
place, an inaftive burden on the earth, muft 
be defpifed by the reft of mankind ; and he 
will feel, if he has any fentiment remaining, 
that he deferves to be defpifed. The induf- 
trious will regard him with fufpicion, as a 
nuifance to fociety, and as likely to prove at 
laft a burden upon their charity, if they can 
be fortunate enough to efcape his frauds — • 
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The ingenious will look with fcorn on that 
ignoble difpofition that can confent to bury 
the heaven-born fpark of reafon under a 
mafs of inaftive corruption — that has no am- 
bition to excel — and cannot be penetrated 
with the divine beauties of truth and fcience 
— And all muft hold in contempt the man 
who does nothing worthy the rational, fo- 
cial, and human nature. 

IV. Induftry, is intimately connefted 
with many other virtues. 

Order, fobriety, integrity, and temper- 
ance in pleafure, are ufually aflbciated with 
induftrious merit. When a man's powers 
are fully occupied on ufeful objefts.he is, 
in a great meafure, exempted from the 
temptations that lead to vice. Labour 
tends to cool the boiling ardor of the paf- 
fions, and to introduce among them tran- 
quility and order. Intenfe application to 
bufinefs, exhaufts that irregular and impure 
fire that is continually drawing afide into 
vice thofe who live without proper employ- 
ment. 

Man being formed for aftion is reftlefs and 
unhappy without it, and is prone to feek 
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that excitement from vicious ideas and pur- 
fuits which he ought to receive only from 
beneficial plans and virtuous engagements. 
His imagination is apt to be filled with loofe 
fcenes — criminal defires rife and ferment in 
his heart — fenfual appetites are the only 
principles that have force fufficient to roufe 
and occupy him. — If we look back on life, 
has it not been when we were moft idle that 
we have been mod expofed to temptation ? 
Among the idle do we not ufually find the 
flaves of intemperance and debauchery? 
Among the idle do we not find thofe wha 
facrifice honor, confcience, and time, by a 
bafe and pernicious gambling, the ordinary 
refourcc of people without ideas and with- 
out induftry. Are they not the idle to 
whom time feems tedious, and who fly to 
difiipation to fill the painful void created by 
want of ufeful occupation ? Do we not 
among the idle commonly find thofe who, 
having wafted their eftates, or fuffered them, 
through inattention, to fall into decay, have 
been tempted to employ diflioneft and crim- 
inal means in order to repair them ? Are 
they not the idle alfo who are the tatlers and 
whifperers of fociety, and the authors of 
mifunderftanding and difcontent between 
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friends and neighbours. Not feeling the 
excitement to adtion that arifes from virtu- 
ous principles and induftrious habits, they 
abandon themfelves to the ftimulus of a low 
and prying curiofity, and their miferable 
employment is to hear and retail the anec- 
dotes of flander. 

But, from no caufe are the idle more ex- 
pofed to danger than from companions like 
themfelves. They mutually miflead and 
enfnare one another. Their evil habits, and 
their (inful paflions acquire additional force, 
by being feparated from the good, and af- 
fociated, only with the bad. How many do 
we daily fee, falling, by this means, the vic- 
tims of habitual intemperance ? How ma- 
ny, among the pooreil clafles of fociety, 
giving up the aftive and diligent purfuit of 
honelt, though humble occupations, for the 
contemptible andruinous habits of fauntering 
and tjpling, leave their unhappy families to 
fuffer at home ? How many who ought to 
live by their daily labour, do we fee turning 
malicious tale bearers or ridiculous politi- 
cians, and regulating, in their pretended 
wifdom, the affairs of the {late, while their 
own trades are falling into decay ? Thefe 
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men make up the mob of faftion in every 
country — And your idle politicians, your 
lounging patriots, and men who have em- 
barrafl'ed their circumftances by their own 
folly and negleft, are always hoftile to good 
government, as if the laws were their ene- 
mies, and are ready for any diforder in the 
republic whenever they can find a wicked 
and a daring leader. 

Honeft induftry exempts men from the 
temptations that lead to moft, or to all of 
the crimes which have juft been mentioned. 
Intereft,in that cafe, concurs with inclination 
to render them fober, peaceful, and orderly 
citizens — The fermentation of fmful paf- 
fions is checked by the atlive labours, either 
of the body, or of the mind — Secure, in the 
exercife of their own talents, of a compe- 
tence always refpeftable in the efteem of 
the wife, and pofTeffing fufficient to fatisfy 
the moderate defires that are conne6led 
with induftry and labour, they feel little in- 
ducement, to turn afide to the criminal, pre- 
carious, and dangerous refources of knave- 
ry for mending their fortune. Along with 
induftry we will generally find fober man- 
ners, tranquil palfionS; modeft defires, up- 
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right defigns, benevolent difpofitions,a mind 
fuperior to fraud, able to rely upon itfelf, 
folicitous for the intereft of fociety, and in- 
flexibly attached to duty. 

V. I proceed, in the laft place, to (hew 
that ufeful employment is indifpenfable to 
the befl enjoyment of life. 

Idlenefs, though often fought for that 
purpofe, is an enemy to true pleafure. 
Enjoyment requires vigor, aftivity, and a 
certain fpring upon the powers of nature 
that cannot exift m the langour and lafTitude 
of ina6lion. The moderate and conflant 
exercife of our faculties is no lefs neceffary 
in order to tafte the fatisfaftions they are 
capable of yielding, than it is to bring thofe 
faculties to the perfeftion of which they 
are fufceptible. God hath gracioufly and 
infeparably conne61ed the happinefs of all 
fenfible and rational beings with the progreft 
and improvement of their nature. — Induf- 
try is abfolutely requifite to true enjoyment. 

After labour, how fweet to an induftrious 
man is that reft that is neceflary to refrefti 
him for his work? What a relilh does 

W 
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tifeful employment give to thofe innocent 
^mufements with which it is foroetimes 
lawful to unbend nature after the fatigues of 
duty? What an exquifite pleafure do 
found organs, undepraved appetites, fimple 
taftes, temperate purfuits, ferene fpirits,and 
all the uleful progeny of labour add to 
every enjoyment of fenfe ? Do the chil- 
dren of idlenefs and effeminacy know any 
fatisfaclions comparable to thefe? — Their 
reft is lafiitude— their amufemcnt diflipa- 
lion — their appetites are cloyed, and their 
taftes blunted by pleafures that continually 
offer themfelvcs before they are demanded 
by nature. Luxury wears out, and de* 
praves the appetites it was invented to gra- 
tify — ^and indolence rendering them debili- 
tated and impaired, they can enjoy nothing 
but in confequence of a thoufand artificial 
provocatives that roufe them to a momen- 
tary but difeafed a6tion. 

Are not thefe refleftions verified by ex- 
perience? Where do we find thofe' who 
are moft ferene — who perceive the moft 
equal and cheerful flow of fpirits — and 
who appear, upon the whole, to have the 
beft enjoyment of life ? Is it not among the 
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induftrious and diligent who are always en- 
gaged in fome proper and beneficial occu- 
pation? Where do we find the greateft 
liilleffnefs, and the moft frequent chagrin, 
and complaints of the heavinefs and tedi- 
oufnefs of time ? Is it not among the indo- 
lent ? Hardly are they capable of being 
roufed into any enjoyment of themfclves 
but by company, gaming, routs, aflTemblies. 
They are ready to die with a dittrefling 
langor till the feafon of their diverfions re- 
turns — And day after day they repeat the 
fame frivolous and infipid round without 
tafte, without fentiment, without any ufe- 
ful engagement, and with infinitely lefs fa- 
tisfaftion and true relifh of life than die 
humble labourer who earns his daily bread 
by the fweat of his. brow. 

If we turn our refleftions to the purfuits 
of literature we Ihali find the idle and the 
ignorant equally far from true happinefs. 
It hath pleafed the Creator to conneft the 
moft pure and exquifite fatisfaftions with 
the love of fcience, and the attainment of 
truth. By penetrating and unfolding the 
fyftem of nature we feem to enlarge our 
own being, and to approach towards the 
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fupreme felicity of its Author. A man 
who cultivates liberal knowledge, like him 
who cultivates piety and virtue, can feldom 
be dependent on any thing without himfelf 
for his happinefs. He carries continually 
with him the moft precious fources of it in 
his own breaft. In profperity, next to the 
hopes of religion, it is his richeft treafure — 
by it he is enabled to alleviate afflitlion — 
it is the ornament of fociety, and in foli- 
tude always a delightful companion — it 
adorns and ennobles youth — it is the con- 
folation of age — and confers on venerable 
years refpeftability and luflre. 

On the other hand, ignorance is as void 
of fatisfaftion as it is difgraceful in thofe 
who have had the opportunity and the 
means of improvement. Idlenefs in youth 
unavoidably lays the foundation of difho- 
Borable manhood, and of defpicable age. 
Nothing can be more contemptible, and 
often nothing more pitiable, than a vacant 
old age after an idle and mis-fpent youth. 
\Vithout induftrious habits, and without 
fentiment, talle, or knowledge, it is a mife- 
rable void. It has no refource within itfelf 
to fupport the folitude, the want of cufto- 
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mary amufements, and the neglefl: it muft 
inevitably experience. But age, refpefta- 
ble for its knowledge and example, rich in 
the reputation of pad ufefulnefs, and the 
honors paid it by the young, may flill enjoy 
its comforts, and at length fink down into 
the grave encompaffed with the confola- 
tions created for it by the virtues and in- 
duftry of early years. 

If induftry is fo neceflary to a good life, 
and if fo many benefits How from it both to 
ourfelves, and to fociety, as may perhaps 
appear from the preceding illuftrations, you 
will acknowledge that the duty of the faith- 
ful and ufeful employment of time cannot 
be too frequently, or too earneftly incul- 
cated upon us either as men, as citizens, or 
as chriilians. It is certainly among the 
belt means by which a difciple of Chriil can 
adorn the profeflion of God his Savioun 
Induftry is affociated with all the ufeful 
virtues, idlenefs with all the difgraceful 
vices. 

I do not mean, however to recommend 
conftant and unremitted labour of body or 
mind. There is an extreme in the beft 
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things that ought to be avoided. Some in- 
tervals we require for relaxation and re- 
frelhment, and fome may be profitably as 
well as agreeably devoted to the civilities, 
and the rational pleafures of fociety. But 
thefe intervals ought to be regulated by the 
great end of living, and to be made fubfer- 
vient to the higher and more a£live duties 
of life, by fitting us to return to them with 
greater alacrity, and by improving in our 
hearts the humane and amiable virtues that 
conne6l us with mankind. — No portions of 
our time, however, ought to be guarded, by 
a good man, with greater caution than thele 
againft the accefs of vice. Into thefe, if 
into any it is able to infinuate its poifon 
unperceived. The moments of relaxation 
and pleafure are, commonly, the moments 
of our greateft danger. A life of virtue 
and piety — that is a lite worthy of a ration- 
al, (bcial, and immortal being, is a life of 
vigilance, of labour, of conllant, ufeful, and 
a6live exertion. 

My brethren, I beg your indulgence in 
the remaining part of this difcourfe, while, 
according to an old and laudable cuftom in 
this inllitution, I addrefs a few refletlions 
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and exhortations to the members of that 
clafs who are Ihortly about to be admitted 
to its honors,. 

Young Gentlemen ! 

You have now finiflied the ufual courfe of 
"^ftudies in this feminary; but you have as 
yet only entered on the threfhold of the tem- 
ple of fcience. You have completed fome 
years of laborious and honorable applica- 
tion to letters ; but if you would arrive at 
eminence in your rcfpeftive deftinations 
in future life, your labours are only juft 
beginning. It would be the effeft of unpar- 
donable vanity, and the proof of mis-fpent 
time, or of defeftive talents to fuppofe that 
your acquifitions hitherto were more than 
the moll fimple elements of fcience, and 
humble handmaids to future improvements. 
Ignorance alone is eafily fatisfied with its 
own attainments, becaufe it fees not how 
much is to be known. Real knowledge, by 
elevating the mind to higher ground, enlar- 
ges its horifon, enables it to difccrn innume- 
rable openings into the diftant and bound- 
lefs fields of nature that yet remain to be 
explored, and therefore humbles it with 
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a difcovery of the fmall progrefs it has 
already made. You have hitherto gained 
little if you have not acquired habits of ap- 
plication, a tafte for letters, and an ardent 
thirft for improvement. With thefe qua- 
lities, what you have attained will prove an 
ufeful introduftion to the great circle of 
fcienccs, and enable you to dired your own 
future progrefs in ftudy. Without them 
you may loofe even what you have gained. 
For, in the fteep and arduous road of fci- 
ence there is no point of reft. Unlefs we 
advance we neceffarily go backwards. 

Induftry will be effential to your fuccefs 
if you would rife to eminence in any liberal 
profeflion, or ferve your country with dif- 
tinftion in any refpe6lable department of 
church or ftate. One or another of thefe 
objefts I prefume is your aim. I will not 
fuppofe that any of you, after the opportu- 
nities you have had to elevate and enlarge 
your views, to refine your fentiments, and 
to prepare to aft an honorable part on the 
theatre of public life, can prove lb unwor- 
thy and degenerate as to be contented to 
drag through the inferior grades of fociety 
ufelefs and undiftinguifhed, and to yield the 
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palm of excellence and merit wholly to 
others. Shall indolence hereafter deftroy 
the hopes of your parents, the expeftations 
of your country, your own honor, and that 
high refpeft which the elevated and virtu- 
ous mind ought to have for itfelf ? Shall 
the degrading love of eafe and pleafure, 
like a blighting mildew, blaft your improve- 
ments in the bud ? and prepare for you a 
manhood unfruitful of honor, and an old 
age, if you Ihould live to fee old age, vacant 
of rational and vijrtuous enjoyment, and 
ftript of the homage due to ufeful and well 
fpent years. 

You nowftand on an eminence from which 
you (hould look forward to the period when 
you fhall be ranked among the future legif- 
lators, magiftrates, or interpreters of the 
religion, or the laws of your country. AVlien 
you look through the whole compafs of 
fcience, by a general acquaintance with 
which you (hould prepare yourfelves for 
the difcharge of offices fo arduous and 
important, what alTiduity and perfeverance 
will even your preparation for public life 
require ? 

X 
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The time has been in this country when 
a fmattering of knowledge aided by fome 
fprightlinels of natural parts would frequent 
ly fecure to a man in the liberal profeUions 
both diftinftion and fortune. That time is 
nearly paft. And, by reafon of the more 
general diffufion of learning, and the grow- 
ing mul itude of rivals in every art, and 
competitors for every office, more folid ac- 
quirements, and higher qualihcations will 
every day become more neceffary for fuc- 
cefs. 

Befidcs, a mere theologian, or a mere 
lawyer is an inferior charafter, and not of 
difficult acquifition. But to be able to il- 
luftrate the facred writings by all the aids 
of philology, of antiquities, of criticifni, of 
eloquence, and philofophy — to be the in- 
terpreters of jufticc by a familiar recurrence 
to the pandefts and codes of the moft en- 
lightened nations — to draw political wifdom 
from the hiftory of ages, from an extenfive 
knowlege of human nature and human foci- 
ety, and from fo many fages who have 
written profoundly on that fcience, this is 
an arduous labour — this is a charatler ve- 
nerable by its powers^ its virtues, and ii& 
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ufefulnefs ; and it is the only one worthy 
of a generous ambition, or the noble defire 
of doing good. 

Every view you can take of the profpeft 
that lies before you, impofes upon you high 
and indifpenfible obligations to induftry in 
thofe great purfuits to which you have hi- 
therto been only opening a paffage. Induf- 
try is the law of your nature — it is the com- 
mand of God — it is neceffary in order to 
cultivate the vaft and various field of know- 
ledge that fpreads itfclf out before your 
view. You are invited to it by the expec- 
tations of your country, and by the honors 
and rewards (he has to bellow on ufeful and 
(jonfpicuous merit — And you are invited to 
it by the certainty you may have of fuccefs 
if you are not wanting to yourfelves. For 
a well direfted diligence and perfeverance 
will eventually infure fuccefs even to mode- 
rate talents. And without thefe qualities 
the greateft talents will be fruitlefs. Indeed 
the principal differences among mankind in 
point of knowlege and abilities, common- 
ly depend more upon induftry, than upon 
the natural diftinftions of genius. A mil- 
taken fentiment often prevails among young 
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perfons, which you will do well to correft, 
that great induftry is the mark of inferior 
talents, and that idlenefs and difiipation are 
charafleriftics of native genius.* — There is 
indeed one kind of genius, I mean that which 
confifts chiefly in the livelinefs of the ima- 
gination, that has not infrequently been con- 
ne6led with diffipated manners. However 
genius of this kind may fometimes ferve to 
enliven fociety, or to amufe our hours of 
leifure, it is little fitted for bufinefs and af- 
fairs, and is utterly incompetent to philofo- 
phic inveftigation. But that genius that 
confifts in profound and penetrating judg- 
ment, that is capable to invent, and improve 
fcience, and is really ufeful to the world, is 
almoft always united with aftivity in bufi- 
nefs, and perfevering application to ftudy.f 
By thefe qualities have the greateft men in 
every age been highly diftinguifhed. Not 
to mention the Boyles, the Newtons, and 
the Lockes of modern times, nor the Pla- 



* It IS falfe, and is refuted by the example of the mod 
elevated chara^ers in our own country, as well as in foreign 
nations. 

f This muft necefFarily be the cafe. For if truth and 
fcicnce pofTcfs charms^ mufl not the under ftanding that is 
capable to perceive them delight continually to contem- 
plate them ? 
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tos and Antonines of antiquity, let me re- 
call to your mind only Marcus Tullius 
Cicero, a name that Hands for genius itfelf, 
the greateft orator, the greateft ftatefman, 
and the greateft philofopher that Rome 
ever produced, A celebrated and accurate 
writer of his life fays " his induftry was in- 
credible, beyond the example, or even con- 
ception of our days. This was the fecret 
by which he performed fuch wonders, and 
reconciled perpetual ftudy with perpetual 
affairs. He fuftered no part of his leifure 
to be idle, or the leaft interval of it to be 
unimproved ; but what other people gave 
to the public (hews, to pleafures, to feafts, 
nay, even to fleep and the ordinary refrelh- 
ments of nature, he generally gave to his 
books, and the enlargement of his know- 
ledge."* Here is an example on which you 
ftiould be proud to form yourfelves — an 
example that refutes the dull maxims of 
idlenefs and profligacy, and points out the 
real road to greatnefs and honor. 

Along with induftry and a laudable emu- 
lation to excell, let it be your care to culti- 

♦ Dr. Middletou's life of Cicero. 
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vate all thofe virtues that ufually accom* 
pany diligence and ufeful employment — 
order in your ftudies and in all your duties, 
by which you may avoid an unprofitable 
wafte of time — frugality in living, and eco- 
nomy in expenditures, qualities which alone 
are worthy either of religion or philofo- 
phy, and becoming the citizens of a free 
republic — regularity and punftuality in bu- 
finefs, fo neceffary for the convenience and 
comfort of fociety — honefty and upright- 
nefs in your conduft towards men, which is 
the bafis of our focial connexions — piety 
towards God, which is the foundation of 
our eternal hopes — Let me add, particular- 
ly, fobriety, and temperance in pleafure, 
which youth have fo many temptations to 
tranfgrefs, but which are fo necefl'ary in or- 
der to preferve and invigorate the powers 
both of body and of mind. The intem- 
perate indulgence of appetite waftes and 
enfeebles nature, it empoverilhes genius, it 
weakens the fentiments of probity and ho- 
nor, it is ready to facrifice the moft elevated 
profpefts of virtue to a low and brutal love 
of fenfual pleafure — and hurries a man al- 
moll beyond the power of refiflance to the 
precipice of Iliame and ruin. — Cultivate an 
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honorable thirft for knowledge, and let 
your ftudies be chiefly of the feverer kind, 
and always accurate and fyftematic. I mean 
hyjyftem, remounting to firft principles.— 
Loofe and fuperficial reading tends to fof- 
ter vanity and produces little fcience that 
is fubllantial, or can be applied to real ufe. 
A courfe of reading that confifts of amufe- 
ment, principally, fuch as thofe fiQitious hif- 
tories which have become fo faftiionable to 
the great injury of more folid improve- 
ments, weakens and effeminates the mind, 
renders the tafte fickly, perverts the ideas of 
real life, and difqualifies both men and wo- 
men for fulfilling with dignity and pru- 
dence the duties that belong to them ei- 
ther in their civil or domeftic relations. To 
hope to become fcholars or men of bufmefs 
by fuch light occupations of the fancy, and 
fuch gentle agitations of the heairt, would 
be like an attempt to make Greek or Ro- 
man foldiers by liftening to the foft notes of 
4:he flute, or exercifing the limbs only in the 
.fwiming mazes of the dance. — But induftri- 
ous application to ufeful fliudies tends to 
cultivate the heart, it ennobles our being — f 
it will prepare for you the public confi- 
:dence and efteem, and, a motive that will 



i68 On Indiiflry^ 

be much more fenfibly felt by young and 
ingenuous minds, it will fulfil the wifhes, 
and complete the felicity of parents who 
have every title to your love, and whofe 
happinefs next to your duty to God, (hould 
be your firft pleafure, and your firft care. 

But, while I am urging your earned and 
afliduous application to purfuits ufeful and 
honorable in the prefent life, let me not 
forget that one thing is, above all others, 
needful. 

Diligence to make your calling and elec- 
tion fure, is the higheft obligation that can 
be laid upon you as immortal beings. If 
it is proper to urge, as I have done, your 
folicitude to render yourfelves worthy of 
that honor that cometh from men, how 
much more Ihould you be concerned to ob- 
tain that which cometh from God ? If you 
fhould fo labour for the meat that perijheth^ 
how much more for that which endureth to 
cverlafting life ? — ^Compare the falUble tri* 
bunal of public opinion before which you 
are Ihortly about to appear, with the fu- 
preme and impartial bar of God at which 
you mull render an account of all the deeds 
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done in the body — compare the tranfient 
breath that is fleeting from your noftrils, 
and perifhing while we fpeak, with that im- 
mortal exiltence that furvives the grave — 
Compare the fading and momentary hon- 
ors of the world, with the eternal and unde- 
caying glories of the heavenly inheritance 
prepared for his people by Chrift Jefus, and 
can any zeal be too great for fuch a fubje6l? 
or any language too ftrong to prefs upon 
you your duty and your intereft ? All your 
labours and purfuits in life, your private 
ftudies, and your public offices fhould be 
made fubfervient to the chief end of living 
to the glory of God, and the falvation of the 
foul. Every duty in life fhould be animat- 
ed, directed and fanftified by the fpirit of 
religion. In the great caufe of piety and 
truth you fhould labour with more alfidui- 
ty and zeal than thofe who have not enjoy- 
ed equal privileges with yourfelves. Tbofe 
privile^fs have created for you a more ex- 
tenfive fphere in which you fhould be em- 
ployed in doing good, /.nd for your en- 
couragement fuifer me to remind you that 
God is ribt unrighteous to forget our work and 
labour of love. In the immortal kingdom 
of the Redeemer, the jujl fnall Jkine as iU 

Y 
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hrightnefs of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteovfnefs^ as tlu Jlars forever and 
ever. All the labours of integrity, of chari- 
ty, of virtue, of piety, of public fpirit, (hall 
be crowned with glory and felicity pro- 
portioned to the rich and extenfive benefits 
that flow from them to mankind. 

But in your concern to fulfil your duty 
as chriftians, and to fecure the favour of 
God your maker, remember that religion 
muft enter into the inmoft rcceffes, and re- 
gulate the deepeft fprings of the heart. It 
is not fufficient that the e:^ternal condud be 
modified and formed even upon the moft 
decent pattern of human virtue. The ex- 
terior may be irreproachable while the prin- 
ciples and the heart are impure.— If you 
would be worthy difciples of your Mafter 
who is in Heaven, you mujl be born again, 
— enlightened and fanftified by the fpirit of 
divine truth — and united by a vital faith 
to the Redeemer who is the advocate 
and head of all his people. Believe it, 
and lay it to heart, there is no name under 
Heaven given among men zvhereby we can be 
favcd but the name of fefus Chrijt alone. A 
life of fincere piety is a life of conilant \ir 
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gilafcce and labour in order io fulfil all righ-^ 
teourfnefs, and x.operfed holinefs in the feat of 
God. — Look forward then, my young friends, 
to the fcene that is before you both for time, 
and for eternity. Enter upon it with firm 
and ardent refolutions to fulfil its great and 
interefting duties. Let no labour deter 
yott — let no vratchfulnefs or perfeveranpe 
fatigue you. But aft up to the high cha- 
rafter at which* you aim of the fons of God^ 
and the heifrs of eternal life. — Eftimate the 
immenfe worth of the foul — contemplate 
the ifrfinite importance of eternity — lay 
to heart the hafty flight of thefe rapid mo- 
ments that are beating us on their wings to 
an everlafting ftate. In a (hort time all the 
duties of life fhall be ended — all the honors 
of the world (hall have paffed away — all 
that occupies your care^ and affe6tions here, 
together with^yourfelves Ihall be buried irt 
that awful and oblivious gulph that has al- 
ready fwallowed up fo many generations of 
the filent and forgotten dead. Nothing 
will remain but that immortal fubftance 
that can never be extinguifhed, and the me-^ 
moryof your aftions that ftiall follow youf 
to the tribunal of God, and to your eternal 
deftiny. — Live under the impreffioa of 
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truths fo folemn and afFefting ; and let all 
the powers of your nature be engaged in 
the arduous work of your falvation. 

We now prefs upon the moment that dif- 
folves the interelling relation that has fo long 
connefled us. Speaking to you for the lall 
time as your inItru6lor, it is my beft, and 
moft earneft advice, and if they were ,the 
. laft words I fhould ever pronounce, I could 
only utter them with the greater fervency, 
fear God and keep his commandments, for this 
is t/ie whole of man. Soon death fhall fore- 
ver flop my tongue and clofe your ears, and 
then Ihall we both difcern, in infinitely 
ftronger lights, their unfpeakable impor- 
tance. — Go, beloved youth ! to your feve- 
ral deftinations in life. May the God of 
your fathers proteft and guide you ! My 
wifhes, my prayers, and my hopes fhall fol- 
low you. In hearing of your future virtues 
and fuccefs, I fhall partake of the tender and 
lively joy of your own parents. But Oh ! 
with pleafures unknown, and worthy only 
of eternity, fhall I hear from the lips of your 
final judge this bleffed and merciful decree 
if he fhall pronounce it on your diligence 
and fidelity in all the duties of life — ** well 
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done, good and faithful fcrvants ! enter ye 
into thejoys of your Lord!" 

To that blefled end, Almighty God ! in 
thine infinite mercy, bring us all, for the 
fake of Jefus Chrift our Lord ! 

AMEN! 
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DISCOURSE VIL 

THE lord's supper A MEMORIAL 
OF CHRIST* 



I Cor. XI. 24. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

NATIONS have endeavoured to per- 
petuate the memory of great events, 
or of illuftrious benefaftors, and individu- 
als to renew the recollection of beloved 
friends, or of interefting fcenes by fcftivals, 
by monuments, and by tender memorials. 
In conformity with cuftoms fo natural, and 
that have been eflablifhed among mankind 
from the beginning of time, it hath pleafed 
God, in the various periods of his church, 
to recbrd fignal events of his providence, 
or peculiar difpenfations of his grace by 
fimilar monuments and inflitutions. His 
gracious covenant with Abraham was per- 
petuated by a feal imprefled upon all his 
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oflfspring. And the deliverance of his peo- 
ple from the bondage of Egypt was cele- 
brated by a feftival that revived the memo- 
ry of this illuftrious miracle throughout 
every age. The chriftian church hath, 
likewife, its rites, its feafts, and its feals. — 
Baptifm hath fucceeded to circumcifion as 
a vifible fcal of the covenant of grace, and 
like that, conlifts of an emblem of the pu- 
rity of heart that becomes the difciples of 
Chrift. The Lord s fupper, which we are 
convened to celebrate, contains the memo- 
rial of a much higher falvation than that of 
Ifrael from Egyptian thraldom. It is a fef- 
tival that exhibits in fignificant emblems, 
whatever religion contains moll facred in 
its own nature, and moft interefting to man- 
kind. Our bleffed Lord, the night on which 
he was betrayed, inftituted his holy fupper 
to be a perpetual rite in his church, that, 
by the prefence of fuch lively fymbols, he 
might recall to the memory of his faithful 
dilbiples his love, and his fufferings for them 
— " Do this, faid he, in remembrance of 
me. 

The bread, and the wine employed in 
this feall are expreflive images of the great 
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objefts it is defigned to reprefent* As the 
bread corn is ground beneath the weight of 
the milldone, fo was hewoundedfor our trartf^ 
grejjtons, and bruifedfor our iniquities. As 
the wine is preffed from the broken grape, 
fo hath he been caft into the wine-prefs of 
divine juftice, and broken for our fins. 

Ourblefled Lord, on that night that pre- 
ceded the confummation of his great facri- 
fice on the crofs, chofe thefe emblems, and 
appointed them to be ufed as perpetual me- 
morials of his fufferings.* — How inlerefting 
was that fcene ! How tender was that mo- 
ment, when he met the little, and affeftion- 
ate family of his difciples for the laft time ! 
Endeared to them by his labours, by his 
dangers, and by the ineffable fweetnefs of 
his manners — ^by the fublimeand confolato- 
ry doftrincs of which he had made them 
the depofitaries — by. his diflinguifhing love 
in feleding them to be ever near his perfon 
that they might be the fubjefts of his divine 



* The bread and the wine in this ordinance may be con- 
fidcrcd as emblems, likewifc, of die ftrength, noiirifhmcnt, 
and confolation to be derived from it by a fincerc difciple of 
Chrift. But thcfc views of them are net immediately con- 
nc(5tcd with tlie prefent fubjcift. 
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communications, and the heralds of his 
grace to mankind^ — ^himfelf now hunted 
down by that world which he came to fave 
•~ehcompaffed by malignant enemies thirft* 
ing for his blood — furrounded by profpefts 
^ gloomy as the Ihades of that dreadful 
night, under the cover of which they were 
convened — juft preparing for a cruel death, 
and about to be feparated from his difcon- 
folate followers, he took with them his laft 
fupper. — Here every idea that could excite 
an affeftionate remembrance of him, would 
tufti upon their minds, and awaken in them 
the warmeft and the tendered emotions 
towards their divine Mafter while he was 
Celebrating with them the myftery of his 
own death. And, that the fcene might not 
be effaced from their hearts by the power 
of time, which impairs every impreffion, he 
gave them thefe precious memorials that 
they might continually repeat, after his 
deceafe, a tranfaftion fo full of holy en- 
dearment and tendernefs. 

On fuch an occafion they would natu- 
rally call to mind \m perfonal qualities which 
were the foundations of their efteem — the 
mvi^xmtl?^>\^ proof s of his love of which they 
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had been both the witnefles and the obje6ls 
—and, laftly, the facred relations that con- 
nefted him with them. — Such are the ends 
intended to be anfwered by tokens given to 
recall the memory of deceafed or abfent 
friends. By reviewing each of thefe topics 
we may illuftrate the import of this ordi- 
nance confidered as a memorial of Chrift. 

I. In the firft place, it ferves to call to 
mind his glorious character and perfeftions 
as our Redeemer. For, although its prin- 
cipal intention is to be a memorial of his 
fuiferings, yet we take a deeper intereft in 
the pains which he endured when we re- 
member the perfeftion and glory of his 
charafter ; and our fympathy,pn fuch an oc- 
cafion, naturally inclines us to recolleft all 
thofe excellent and divine qualities the re- 
membrance of which will ferve the more 
deeply to touch the heart with his unparal- 
led affliftion. 

Let us then furvey this aftonifhing viftim 
in his human, and his divine nature — ideas 
which comprife the whole of what we Ihall 
fay on this fubjetl. 
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As a man he was the ehief avwng ten thou- 
fand and altogether lovely. His benevolence 
was limited by no bounds — he went about 
doing good. His employment and delight 
were to relieve the poor, to comfort the 
dillreffed, to inftruft the ignorant, to fave 
the perifhing. By this amiable charafter 
was he peculiarly endeared to his difciples 
as the kindeft of mafters, and the moft affec- 
tionate of friends — as their guide in every 
doubt, their fupport in every trial, the obje6l 
of their confidence, and the fource of all their 
confolations and their hopes. The moft 
meek of men, he bore the contumely and 
violence of the Jews with that equanimity 
and fwcetnefs of temper which exhibited 
the human charafter in the moft amiable 
and interelling light. Equally confpicuous 
for a prudence that never courted danger, 
and a magnanimity that never feared it, we 
find him always refigned to the will of God, 
and manifefting, in the fcvereft trials, the 
moft unruffled tranquility, and the moft 
fiiblime patience. 

Thefe charafters of our bleffed Lord are 
called to mind in this ordinance, not only 
as an example* for our imitation, but as- 



i8o The Lor is Supper 

forming the mofl; perfecl and interefting 
object of our truft. The virtues of the man 
b(ing more within the comprehenfion of 
the mind than the infinite perteftions of the 
Deity, which often ailonifli and confound it, 
they olfcr a more definite ground of confi- 
dence in the divine promile to the humble 
and penitent behever, and one that comes 
more home to the human heart. " Let us 
therefore, faith the apoflle, come boldly to 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help us in time of 
need : for, we have not an high-prieft who 
cannot be touched with a feeling of our 
infirmities ; for he was, in all points, tempt- 
ed like as we arc, yet without Im." 

Another confideration of the highefl mo- 
ment is his divine nature. *' In him dwelt 
all the fullnefs of the God-head bodily.'' 
This fublime view of the pe'rfon and char- 
aOer of the fuffering Redeemer ihould ne- 
ver be overlooked by his difciples in con- 
templating the fcenes of his death. It is 
this that inverts him wuth the higheft glory, 
that rcprefents in the moftaftonilhing light, 
the condefcenfions of his love, and our in- 
finite obligations to his mercy, that renders 
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liim, ai once, the ol)je8 of our worfliip and 
ourtruft, — and it is this that impreflcs up- 
on all that he has fufFercd in our room its 
propitiatory and faving efficacy. It is the 
true, and the only foundation of our hope, 
for eternal life. In this holy tranfattion, 
my brethren, you contcinpiatc our l/lcffed 
Lord both as Cod, and as man. Ik hold 
in him, therefore, the moll pcrfcft of the 
fons of men, and LIlc only bo'Oitrn Jon v) God! 
Behold in hiin the mofl intercfling and 
lovely of human virtues, and adore the di- 
vine, luflre that is Ihed upon them by the 
glories of ihe Deity that dwelt in the midil 
of them ! Behold a high pried who fympa- 
thizes with our infirmities by partaking of 
the fame nature ! Behold a God who has 
all power to fave ! 

II. This fePiival is a memorial, in the 
next place, of the love of the Redeemer, 
and of its moil a[fc6ting exprelfions to the 
world. His whole life was one continued 
proof and illuflration of that infinite love 
which, from eternity, had conceived and 
prepared the whole fyllem of grace. To 
reprcfcal it truly would require ih? Ian- 
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guage of heaven. A few only of the faint- 
cit outlines I can attempt to trace. 

In order to convey even a feeble image 
of the truth wc (hould be able to compare 
the glory which he had with his father be- 
fore the world was, with the degraded and 
fullering condition to which he fubmitted 
for our fakes. " He, who thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, made him- 
felf of no reputation, and, being found in 
fafliion as a man, he humbled himfelf unto 
death, even the death of the crofs."* Infi- 
nite condefcenfion ! Adorable grace ! None 
but God would have dared to conceive the 
thought — nothing but omnipotent love 
could have executed the plans ofceleflial 
mercy — the eternal fon of the highell be- 
came an infant of days ! The objctt of the 
worfhip of Heaven herded in a ftall with 
bcafts ! He who held the throne of the uni- 
verfe had not where to lay his head ! The 
king of angels and of men expired like a 
flavc ! And, for whom were all thcfe afton- 
ifhing facrifices ? For worms of the duft, 
placed, by nature, at an infinite diflance 

* Phil. ii. 6—8. 
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from the throne of his glory, who might 
have been blotted out of the univerfe with- 
out notice ! For finners who had turned in* 
to rebellion againft their maker the powers 
which he had given them. " God com* 
mendeth his love to us in that, while we 
were yet finners, Chrift died for us/'* Oh j 
" the heighth, and the depth, the length, 
and the breadth of the love of Chrift that 
paffeth knowledge J "+ Of this great and in- 
terefting fubjcft, a fincere penitent will en* 
tertain the moft affefling views who is pro- 
foundly penetrated with the fentiment of 
his own unworthinefs. Humility exalts the 
redeemer s grace — turn, then, your medita- 
tions, in the fame moment, on your own. 
.fins, and on the riches of redeeming mercy. 
Let the waters of repentance and of love flow 
togethe:c. United they form the moft pre-- 
cious ftream — they fill the foul oiFthe believ- 
ing communicant with the moft tender and 
fincere joys. 

This feftival was defigned principally to 
commemorate his fuffcrings in that laft aQ; 

♦ Rom. V. 8. 
\ £ph. iii. i8« 
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of his love upon earth when ht poured out 
his foul an offering for Jin. \\ hile he is in- 
ftituting this ordinance, and, with \\\% belov-^ 
ed difcipks, celebrating it for the tirll time, 
he prefents to our view an aHeding fpe6la- 
cle. Placed at the head of his own table as 
a viftim ready to be offered up — calling \\\% 
view forward to that dreadful fcene through 
which he was about to pafs — embracing with 
ardent affeftibn his afflicted followers whom 
he was juft going to leave — and extending, 
at that awful moment, his cares to all the 
future periods of his church, he delivered 
thofc fymbols as a perpetual memorial of 
his love, and faid, do this in remernhrance of 
me. Bleffed Jefus ! who can forget thee ? 
Remember thee ! — Yes, while memory re- 
tains her powers — while the heart can beat 
with fenfibility or gratitude — or we have 
underftanding left to diflinguilh our chief 
good. 

Follow him with a believing eye through 
all the dififerent fcenes of his aiTiitiion — fee 
him in the bigotted and difdainful hall of 
the high-prieft loaded with contumely ! 
See him at the unrighteous tribunal of Pi- 
late expofcd to the feoffs and indignities of 
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a furious populace, and, at laft, delivered to 
the barbarity of a cruel executioner ! — See 
him' labouring up the hill of Calvary, and 
fainting under the weight of that crofs on 
which he was juft about to be extended ! 
— See his death aggravated by inhumanity 
and torture, and by all the fhame that at- 
tends the laft moments of the moft abandon- 
ed malefaftor! Admire that wonderful 
and divine patience which, throughout the 
whole feries of thefe awful tranfaftions, he 
jnanifefted under the hands of his betrayers 
and murderers, at the fame time that his. 
power could have cruftied them to pieces. 
When he was reviled, he reviled not again — As 
a lamb he was led to the Jlaughto', and as a 
Jheep before her fhearers is dumb fo he opened 
not his mouth. 

Then was it their hour, and the power of 
darknefs. His beloved difciples, difmayed 
by the terrors of his fate, forfook him and 
fled. Infulted and beaten, derided and 
fcoffed, his head was torn by thorns that 
crowned him in cruel mockery, and his bo- 
dy by the direful fcourge that lacerated all 
his flefh. When indignity was cxhaufted 
on his facred perfon, they drag him like a 
A a 
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felon to the accurfed tree. Transfixed wkli 
nails, and pierced with the impious and 
vengeful fpear, he hung an agonizing vic- 
tim on that dreadful altar. Liften to the 
fpirit of prophecy that in vifion defcribes 
his fufferings-r" I am poured out like wa- 
ter, and all my bones are out of joint : my 
heart is like wax ; it is melted in the midil 
of my bowels."* "Many were aftonilhed 
at thee. His viffage was fo marred more 
than any man, and his form more than the 
fons of men."+ " Surely he hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our forrows ; yet'* 
fo dreadful and uncommon was his fate, 
that we could not regard it as the eifeft 
merely of the injuftice and cruelty of man, 
•' we did efteem him ftricken, fmitten of 
God, and affliaed."! 

What was vifible in his fufferings was 
infinitely the fmalleft part. The anguilh of 
dying in him arofe, not from mangled 
limbs and tortured nerves, but from the 
fenfe of the holy indignation of God againft 
fin. Although fin was only imputed to him, 

♦ Pfalm xxii, 14. 
■\ Ifaiah lii. 14. 
X Ifaiah liii. 5. 
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•the punifhment was real'; for " the Lord 
Jaid on him the iniquity of us all."* He 
felt not, indeed, thofe remorfcful horrors 
that agitate and convulfe the confcience of 
perifhing guilt ; but the fires of divine juf- 
tice, entering into his holy foul like a facri- 
ficing flame, confumed it as a xoliole burnt 
offering for our tranfgreflions. The fury of 
his infulting enemies, the cruelty and inge- 
nuity of torture he could have borne with 
ferene and unfhaken conRancy. But aban- 
<loned, at the period of his greatefl diilrefs, 
by the confolations of his Father's love, and 
made to drink the fearful cup of our ini- 
quities, he was overwhelmed, he was utter- 
ly exhaufted, and feeming, for one terrible 
inftant, to be finking in defpair, he cried 
out " My God ! My God ! why haft thou 
forfaken me !"t This dreadful cry was the 
confummation of his fufferings — the facri- 
fice was now offered — juftice had exafted 
its claims — the purchafe of our falvation 
was completed — he *' bowed his head" and 
faid " it is fini(hed."J Aftonifhing, and al- 
moft incredible efforts of divine love ! Iih 



* Kaiah liii. 6. 

f Matthew xxvii. 46. 

+ John xix. 20.. 
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vhat fenfelefs fuperftition — ^what ignorance 
of the true God, and of all the duties which 
man owes to his creator — what fenfuality, 
what proftitiitions difgraced even their reli- 
gious worfhip — what multiplied crimes pol- 
luted the nations ! The traditions of the 
primitive religion had been loft in the errors 
of ages — the lights of nature were extin- 
guiihcd in the general corruption of man- 
kind — ^the hope of a future exiftence was 
well nigh obliterated from the human mind 
— the philofophers rejefted it as a pious vi- 
fion, and, in the popular religion, the doc- 
trine was fo difguifed by fiflion that it wore 
the appearance of idle legend and romance. 
The difciples, w^ho had paffed the early part^ 
of their life during that dark period before 
the fun of righteoufnefs arofe upon the 
world, mull have liftened with uncommon 
admiration and delight to a teacher fcnt from 
God, who brought life and immortality to tight, 
and taught them a fyftem of duty unknown 
to the reft of the world, and at once fo ra- 
tional, and fo fublime. The moft fervent 
fentiments of duty mufthave attached them 
to this great mailer in Ifrael who difpelled 
the fhades of error and ignorance that had 
covered them, and fhed tlae celeftial light of 
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truth into their hearts. When they faw this 
heavenly fun about to fet, and, in their ap- 
prehenlions, going to be quenched in per- 
petual night, a profound grief fettled upon 
their minds. From fuch a teacher, and 
fuch a friend they could not part without 
the deepeft, and the tendereft regrets. And 
whenever they renewed the memorials of 
fo dear a mafter, they would recall, with 
gratitude, and delight, the charms of his di- 
vine leffons to which they had fo often lif- 
tened with admiration. 

But further, in eflimating this relation of 
Chrift as our teacher, let us confider not on- 
ly the errors of paganifm which he chafed 
from the world, but the effential weaknefs 
and blindnefs.of the human mind with re. 
gard to thofe doftrines, infinitely more im- 
portant and interefting than all others to 
mankind, that contain the knowledge of 
God, of a Saviour, of an immortal exiftence, 
and of the eternal deftinies of the righteous, 
and the wicked. On thefe fubjefts feeble 
and blind indeed is the reafon of man when 
not enlightened from above. All his wif- 
dom is folly ; and he can only lofe himfelf 
in wild conjeflure, and anxious uncertain- 
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ty. How gloomy and difconfolate would 
life be if we had no certain knowledge, de- 
rived from the father of lights, of our origin, 
our duties, and our deftination! Jefus, by 
opening Heaven to our view, and pointing 
out the way of falvation, hath Ihed on our 
condition in this world its richeft confola- 
tions. If we are truly fenfible of the natu- 
ral infirmity of the human mind, and the 
manifold errors to which it is prone, we will 
recognize with joy the dayjpring from on 
high that hath vifited us, to give light to them 
that Jit in darknefs and thejhadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace* In 
commemorating, therefore, this laft aft of 
the miniftry of Chrift upon earth, we will 
thankfully remember him who hath reveal - 
ed to us the only living and true God, un- 
known to the Gentile nations — who hath 
enlightened before us the valley of the fha- 
dow of death, that land of darknefs and of 
horrors to the guilty, and hath brought in- 
timately home to the bofoms of his people^ 
the affured hopes of everlafting life. Oh ! 
blefied teacher ! how little does the arro- 
gance of human reafon, or the thoughtleff- 

* Luke i. 78, 79« 
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nefs of human folly underftand the infinite 
obligations which we owe to thee ! O light 
of the world ! (hine into our hearts ! open 
them to receive the precious, the confol- 
ing rays of divine truth ! We remember, 
we adore thee who, f^eming to be extin- 
guiihed forever in the darknefs of thy laft 
hour, didil only veil thy glory for a mo- 
ment in order to lift it again upon the world 
with greater fplendor ! 

This ordinance ferves, in the laft place, 
to call to the remembrance of the fincere 
communicant the moft precious relation 
which he fuftains to us of our Saviour. For 
this end come he into the world, and for 
this end did he fubmit to fuffer, that he 
might fave his people from their fns. He is 
cur Mediator, our Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, and the atonement for our tranfgref- 
fions. He holds in his hands the gifts of 
the holy-fpirit, and the rewards of eternal 
life. How precious to a foul confcious of 
her impurity, and lamenting her diftance 
from God, is a divine interceflbr to lead 
her to his eternal throne, and to cover her 
imperfeftions before the prefence of his 
holinefs ! With what tranfports of grati- 

B b 
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tude will fhe look up from the brink of 
dr^fpair, to which ftie had been urged by 
her crimes, to her bleffed Redeemer who 
has all power in Heaven and on earth to 
fave, and whofe almighty merits ^ave open- 
ed to her the gates of everlafting peace ! — 
In thefe interefting relations does Jefus ap- 
pear at the head of his own table celebrat- 
ing the myftery of his own death. Believers ! 
in thefe emblems behold your Saviour! 
The united vieu\s of repentance and of 
faith, of contrition and of hope will give 
an unfpeakable value to the memorials of 
our redemption. To Chrift you owe all. 
In vain are altars and viftims, thoufands of 
ravu, and ten thoufands of rivers of oil to pur- 
chafe Jicaven — in vain the tears and anguifh of 
the perifhing fmner to obtain forgivenefs — 
in vain are all the -works of righteoufnefs 
which zve have done to juftify us before .God. 
— His death is the perfefl, the meritorious, 
the only facrifice for fin, and the only title. 
to falvation. How dear to you, then, will 
be thefe fymbols and pledges of redeeming 
mercy tliat recall to your memory, by the 
livelicft figures, a relation fo precious and 
important. 
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Come then, my beloved brethren, difci- 
pies of fo dear, and fo glorious a mafler, 
obey his laft command, fulfil his dying rc- 
queft. Can you, indeed, require the force of 
a command, or the authority of a requell, 
to urge you to the difchargc of a delightful 
duty? Will you not prefs to your lips, 
and to your hearts the precious memorials 
of your heavenly friend ? While you moif- 
ten them with a tender gf ief for the unut- 
terable affliftions by which his love was 
perfefted,* will you not (hed over them the 
tears of your gratitude for the ineiUmablc 
bleffings of which at that moment, he made 
you the heirs? Meditate on his amiable 
chara6ler, and his divine perfeftions — with 
a melancholy pleafure retrace the unparal- 
lelled fcenes of his laft hour — indulge a holy 
and a lawful tranjport while you dwell on 
the ineffable proofs of his love, and liften 
again to the lelfons of heavenly wifdom that 
flow from his lips. 

This holy table is likewife an altar on 
which you offer your fervent vows to your 
rifen and triumphant Redeemer who is now 

* Hebrews ii. lo— -59* 
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afcendedfar above all principalities^ andpow^ 
ersy and every name that is named in Heaven 
and on earth, to hold for you the glorious 
inheritance which he purchafi d with his 
blood. — Over thefe precious memorials, and 
with hearts glowing with the fentiments of 
duty and of zeal, you are called to profefs 
eternal fidelity to him who hath loved us to 
the deathy and who now and ever liveth to 
TTiake interceffionfm- us. Powerful is the au- 
thority of God which commands our obe- 
dience, but infinitely more powerful are the 
voluntary chains of love that hold us in his 
fervice. The love of Chrifi conjtraineth us, 
hecaiife we thus judge that, if one died/or all 
then were all dead, and that he died J or all that 
they who live Jhould not hencejoi ih live to 
them/elves bui to him who diedjor them, and 
who rofe again. Sweet are its coniiraints ; 
and from their fweetnefs ariles tLeir torce* 
Entering into the inmolt principles ot the 
mind, and mingling, as it were, with all its 
effence, they form a tie eternal as cur be- 
ing, and indiffoluble but with the loul itlelf. 
Approach this holy facrihce, thereioie, to 
rekindle at it the lacred fervours ofdivme 
love — to offer your pure vows to Heaven 
on the fame altar on which the Son of God 
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expired — and to confirm your rcfolutions 
of duty over the precious memorials of his 
death. 

Finally, my brethren, eftimate your fin- 
cerity, in this holy duty, by the growing 
fruits of righteoufnefs in your future life. 
Confecrate to the fervice of your Creator 
and Redeemer, all the powers of your hearts. 
And remember, that the memorials of your 
Saviour s love are Hkewife fymbols of that 
fraternal love that fhould exift among all 
chriftians. As you partake of one bread and 
drink of one cup, fo are you connefted to- 
gether by the moft intimate unions. See, 
therefore, thai ye love one another with pure 
hearts fervently . Let no injuftice, felfiftinefs, 
pride, or envy, pollute your intercourfe, 
one with another — Let all bitternefsy and 
xjurath, and anger, and clamour, and evilfpeak-^ 
ing, be put away from you, with all malice-^-* 
Cultivate that heavenly wifdom that \&pure, 
peaceable, gentle, eafy to be entreated, jull of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocricy — Let your mutual charity 
be remarked to your praife as it was to the 
praife of thofe firft illuftrious difciples who 
fpread the glory of the crofs along with its 
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pure and benevolent fpirit, over the whole 
earth. Blefled Jefus ! while we do this in 
remembrance oftheejhed ahead thy love in oyr 
hearts hy the Holy-Ghojl ! — breathe on us as 
thou didft on thy beloved difciples, that we 
may receive thy fpirit ! 

AMEN! 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 

THE UNITED INFLUENCE OF REFLECTION' 
AND SACRED READING IN CULTIVAT- 
ING AND PURIFYING THE MANNERS. 



Psalm cxix. g. 

Wherewith Jhall a young man cleanje his way ? 
By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 

TO know wherein virtue confifts, and to 
underftand the moft efFeftual means 
of promoting it, were the principal objefls 
of inquiry among the ancient fages. In 
conformity with quellions which, in that 
age, were commonly agitated among the 
wife and learned, the facred writer afks, 
" Wherewith (hall a young man cleanfe his 
way ?" — What are the beft means of culti- 
vating a pious and virtuous habit of life ? 
When he replies, " by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word," he ftrongly inti- 



200 The United Influence of 

mates that the holy fcriptures contain the 
only certain rule, and the moft powerful 
motives of duty. Reafon is too vague and 
uncertain in its conclufions, and too feeble 
in its authority, either clearly to unfold the 
law of virtue, or to enforce obedience to 
its precepts. Philofophy had, in vain, ex- 
erted its utmoft powers in the ancient world 
to inftrucl, and reform mankind. But we 
find, in the facred writings, a doSlrine moft 
effe^ual for this end, and fuperior to all the 
wifdom of the fchools, both for its evidence, 
and its authority. i 

This do6lrine, applied by ferious medi- 
tation to the regulation of our conduft, is 
the beft mean of attaining that purity of 
manners, and that fanftity of heart, which 
are the ornament of every age, and efpecial- 
ly of youth, and to attain which has ever 
been the great objeft of the wife and good. 

The facred poet afks this queftion in the 
name of the young ; probably, becaufe, at 
the time of compofing this pfalm, he was 
himfelf young* ; and becaufe, inthisglow- 

.^ Commentators fuppofe that tUs pfalm was written 
daring his pexfccution by Saul. 
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ing and inexperienced age, he felt, with 
peculiar force, the neceflity of a divine wif- 
dom to direA its erring footfteps, and a di- 
vine power to controul and fanftify its im- 
petuous paflions. It i$ of the utmoft impor- 
tance to train youth in the habits of piety 
and virtue, and to enable them early and 
wifely to regulate their own conduft. For 
this end two principles are pointed out in 
the text as Angularly ufeful — attentive 
confideration of our ways — and careful 
ftudy and application of the precepts and 
inftruftions of the holy fcriptures — In other 
words, Jclf-reJUdion — and refledion on the 
Tjoord of (^od. 

The illuftration of thefe principles will 
form the fubftance of the following dif- 
courfe. 

L In the firft place, felf-refledion is effen- 
tial to the foundation of a virtuous life. 
Hence we learn both what to cultivate, and 
what to correft in our own hearts and con- 
dufcl. Thofe who are void of refleftion ne- 
ceffarily become ft rangers at home ; and, as 
happens to men who never look into their 
affairs, their higheft, and moft momentous 
C c 
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interefts are running into derangement, and 
they are haftening to ruin without being 
feniible of their danger. A man without 
confideration is a fool, ignorant of himfelf 
and his mod important concerns — he is a 
wretch, the fport of his own paflions, or of 
the enticements of other finners— he is a 
madman who is rufliing on deitruftion, and 
refules to open his eyes. What then is im- 
plied in taking heed to our ways ; or, in that 
reflexion on ourfelves and our own condu6l 
which is recommended by the facred wri- 
ter? It cannot imply lefs than a careful 
examination of iht principles , and a ferious 
attention to the corifequences of our aftions 
as both are defcribed and difplayed in the 
word of God. 

If men do not frequently infpeft their 
hearts, and fearch the principles of their 
condufl:, the corrupted fountain of naturfe 
will continue to flow impure. It is by 
cleanfing the fpring that the dreams become 
healthful and clear. But if that fource of 
unhallowed dcfires and difordered paflions 
is k'^pt covered up from view, and i^ never 
examined in order to be purified, will it not 
be continually breaking forth in fenfual af- 
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feftions, in criminal pleafurcs, in fclfilh 
plans, in envy, malice, bitterncls, and wrath, 
in whatever alienates brctlircn IVom one 
another, or, in w^halever only unites finners 
in the purfuit of crimes? The concealed 
heart increafes its ioulnefs and corruptions 
by time. Examining its principles, and 
laying them open to view, is among the beft 
means of corre6ling them, and rendering 
them pure. Impurity cannot bear the in- 
fpeftion of our own mind, nor the judg- 
ment of our confcience. Corrupted as hu- 
man nature is, fin cannot be fcen in its true 
colours without fhame, nor beheld in its 
relation to the divine law without fear. 
Self-refleftion is, therefore, a powerful prin- 
ciple of repentance and reformation. / 

Such inquiries faithfully conduced ferve, 
not only to bring to light, and to condemn 
concealed vices, , but to unmafk falfe and 
pretended virtues. Frequently the fairefl 
aftions are found to flow llom motives that 
vitiate the whole. Hypocrify may contam- 
inate the moft folemn afcls of devotion — a 
regard merely to interelt, or to reputation, 
may prefide over apparently the molt lau- 
dable and honorable difcharge of the duties 



204 The United hfiuence of 

connefted with our refpeftive ftations in 
life. Vain glory may become the princi- 
ple of thofe humane and amiable virtues 
that, in their exercife command the applaufe 
of every beholder. Nay, mercenary aims, 
like a worm-at the heart of the faireft fruit, 
may corrupt and canker even the nobleft afts 
of beneficene and charity. It is only by fcru- 
tinizing and lifting our own charafter that 
we can feparate the clean from the unclean, 
the pure from the vile, and place virtue on 
its true and evangelical foundations, the fu- 
preme love of God, and the fmcere and 
equal love of our neighbour as ourfelves. — 
The word of God lorms the perfeft, and 
the only teft of the principles of our obe- 
dience. Every other is rendered imperfeft 
by our ignorance, or uncertain by our felf- 
love. According to its holy and unerring 
dilates, therefore, let us examine, and regu- 
late our conduft. And, happily, it furnilhes 
not only the rule, but the example of our 
virtue. In the room of every precept is 
the pattern fet us by our Lord Jefus Chrift- 
Let the fame Jpirit he in us which was al/o in 
him — the fame fervent zeal for the glory of 
God that confumed him — the fame pro- 
found reverence for the divine prefence that 
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imprefled his mind — the fame tranquil re- 
fignation to the divine will that filled his 
heart — the fame inextinguiihable love for 
his brethren of the human race, for whom 
he was willing to make the facrifice of all 
things, and adually made the facrifice of 
his life — the fame unfpottcd purity in 
thought, word, and deed, that exempted 
him from every unholy and fenfual influ- 
ence — the fame ferene and conftant view to 
the heavenly recompence of reward that 
elevated him above the world, and rendered 
him incapable of being foftened by its plea- 
fures, or difmayed by its futferings. Such 
were the chara6lers that adorned the life 
and converfation of our bleffed Lord, and 
fuch alfo (hould dillinguilh his fincere difci^ 
pies. Wherewith Jhall a young man cleanfe 
his way? By taking heed thereto according to 
thy word. By examining, in the firft place, 
and regulating the principles of the heart — 
and. 

In the next place, by a wife anticipation, 
and ferious confideration of the conlequen- 
ces of his condufcl. If men would look for- 
ward to the iffue of fin either as it is dif- 
clofed by experience, or as it is reprefented 
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in the infallible word of truth, little elfe 
would be neceflary to reclaim the vicious, 
or to rellrain their foolilh and criminal pur- 
fuits. What youth, for example, would 
plunge into the gulph of intemperance and 
debauchery if, at the moment, he realized 
the folicitude, the anxiety, the difeafe and 
fliame with which thefe vices fliall be fuc- 
ceeded ? Or thofe disgraceful fcenes of fol- 
ly and madnefs in which they will too prob- 
ably end ? When luft impels, and its tempt- 
ations invite, would he go, as too often he 
does. Like an ox to the Jlaughter, or as a fool 
to the corredion of thejiocks^ if he anticipat- 
ed its difgufts, its filthinefs, and riot — the 
habits of idlenels and diffipation in which it 
involves the profligate — the real infignifi- 
cance, and the contempt in their own efti- 
mation, and in that of the world, into 
which, at laft, it almoft inevitably finks 
them ? 

Pleafure not yet tailed appears with un- 
tarniftied charms, and conceals from our 
view the pains appointed by nature to fuc- 
ceed it. The pallions and appetites gild all 
their objefts as they advance. It is only 
from behind that their real deformity is feen. 
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And then, how often is the finner compell- 
ed to look back upon himfelf with com- 
punftion and reproach ! How often tor- 
mented with painful and inefFe£lual v/ilhes 
to be able to recall time, and to correft the 
errors of the paft ! Ah ! time cannot be re- 
called — but it may be ufefully anticipated. 
What crimes, what miferies, what public 
fliame, what inward felf-reproach might not 
youth often avoid if, they would look for- 
ward to the unhappy fruits that muft necef- 
farily fpring from a courfe of vice ! If they 
would take pains to ftrip the objefts of the 
paflions of thofe delufive charms which an 
inflamed imagination throws around them ! 
If they would not precipitately abandon 
themfelves to the impulfes of rifmg appc^. 
tite, or the tranfports of inflamed defire, but 
would paufe to confider the refleftions 
which reafon and confcience will urge upon 
them when appetite is fated, and all the con- 
fequences of their folly are before their 
view ! It is the inconfiderate purfuit of plea- 
fure, without looking forward to the clofe 
of the fcene that infenfibly engages youth 
in the habits of vice. A comprehenfive 
view of life, and a prudent regard to confe- 
quences, would reilrain their indifcretidns, 
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or fpeedily reclaim them from their errors* 
With what energy of language does the 
wifeft of men urge this argument on the 
young againft intemperance and lult ? Speak- 
ing of the latter, he faith, '* more bitter than 
death is the woman whofe heart is fnares 
and nets."* And of the former, he afks, 
" Who hath woe ? Who hath forrow? Who 
hath contentions ? Who hath babbling ? 
Who hath wounds without caufe? Who 
hath rednefs of eyes? They that tarry long 
at the wine — they that go to feek mixed 
wine. Look not upon the wine when it is 
red, when it giveth its colour in the cup, 
when it moveth itfelf aright — at the laft, it 
biteth like a ferpent, and ftingeth like an 
adder^'t 

Although thefe confiderations are impor- 
tant and ferious, and on minds not loft to pru- 
dence and honor, and juft fcntiments of felf- 
refpeft, will be effeftual to reftrain the vi- 
cious tendencies of the heart ; yet, the word 
of God teaches us to extend our views of the 
confequences of aftions beyond the prefent 

* Eccles. vii. 26. 

f ProY. xxiii. 29 — 33. 
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life, and to confider their relations to the 
life to come. This is the moft interefting 
light in which our condufl: can be regarded ; 
and, on all men, it may, and ought to have 
the moft powerful influence in regulating 
their morals, and cleaijing their way. W hen 
we unite in one view our whole being, and 
confider the eternal retributions of mercy 
and of juftice which, according to the fcrip- 
tures, Ihall be made to the righteous and 
the wicked, what ftronger motives can be 
urged to men to confirm in them the prin- 
ciples of duty, or to perfuade them to re- 
pentance? Eternal, undefcribable happi- 
nefs and mifery are placed before you. 
What an infinite advantage lies on the fide 
of virtue and holinefs, in oppofition to all 
the tranfient pleafiires of fin ! How dearly 
purchafed are its falfe and momentary en- 
joyments, if, the next moment, the finner 
muft lie down in unquenchable tire ! ^* Oh ! 
that they were wife, that they underftood 
this, that they would confider their latter 
end !"* " Rejoice, O young man ! in thy 
youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth — walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the fight of thine eyes ; 

♦ Deut. xxxii. 29. 

Dd 
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but, know thou that for ail thefe things God 
will bring thee into judgment !"* Oh ! fatal 
termination of youthful follies ! Let the 
awful denunciations of the word of God 
enter into thy heart — they cannot fail to 
produce in thee fincere amendment of life. 

" Wherewith fhall a young man cleafe his 
way ? By taking heed thereto according to 
thy word." By this reply the facred writer 
intends to recommend not only refleftion 
on ourfelves, and on the courfe and iflue of 
our ways — bijt 

11. In the next place, a careful (ludy and 
application of the word of God for the di- 
re£lion and government of our conduft. 

Some rule for this purpofe, either of phi- 
lofophy, or of revelation, it behoves us to 
have. Some lights we require to inftru6l 
us in our duty — fome law to regulate our 
actions — fome effe6lual motives addrefled 
to the heart, and fitted to engage our atten- 
tion, and command our obedience. That 
luminous and perfect rule which the an- 

* Ecclcs. XI. 9. 
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cient fages purfued with fuch laborious but 
helitating fteps in the dark, has been offered 
to us by the incarnate wifdom of Heaven. 
And, if we compare the facred writings with 
what uninfpired reafon is able to teach us 
on the fubjeti of our duties and our hopes, 
•or with what all the fchools of philofophy 
have ever taught, how fuperior are they in 
value both as a law of life, and a mean of 
fanftification. 

I am not here to defcant on all the ex- 
cellencies of the facred writings— the fub- 
limity, and the divine perfeftion of their 
fpirit — the lights which they have flied up- 
on a benighted world — the confolations 
which they have in ftore for the miferable 
— the mercies of Heaven which they reveal 
to the guilty. I mean fimply to illuftrate 
their fuperior excellency above every other 
law that men have difcovered or invented,, 
for cleanfing the heart, and regulating the 
life, — It confifts 

In their purity — in their authority — ^and 
in the fublime and powerful motives which 
they addrefs to the human heart in order 
to lead it to piety and virtue. 
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In the firft place, in their purity. 

Their fpirit, and their tendency is to 
promote perfeoi: fan6tity of manners. — 
Whatever flows from human reafon alone 
will be mingled with human corruption, 
and tainted by it. Accordingly, in all 
the fyftems of morals that have been 
framed by philofophers either ancient or 
modern, we find a tinfturc of the charafler 
of the author — fome principle that favours 
vice — fome that jtiftifies or excufes frailty. 
We may commonly determine the ru- 
ling pallion of the writer from the fpirit 
of his work. But in the divine word we 
difcern a purity worthy the holinefs of 
him who fpeaks. The fpirit of God knows 
no accommodation with fin, or with frail- 
ty. He leaves even no ambiguities in 
the truth behind which the vices of men 
may find a proteftion. All is plain, fimple, 
and moil holy. But the word of Chriffc 
aims not at regulating the outward con- 
duft merely, but enters into the heart, 
and fanftifies the fource of our habits and 
manners. ** Except a man be born again, 
faith the Saviour, he cannot fee the king- 
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dom of God."* No incenFe can be accepta- 
ble on his altar but the incenfe of a pure 
heart — no ftreams can be pure that do not 
flow from a pure fountain — no aftions can 
be approved that do not fpring from a ho- 
ly principle. The holy fcriptures clcanfe 
the life by cleanfing its inward fountains. 
A mind illuminated by the word and fpirit 
of God, and a heart renewed in all its prin- 
ciples and aff'eclions by his grace, will af- 
pire to higher degrees of virtue than were 
cultivated by the fages of the world who 
were contented with being merely citizens. 
They will aim at a celcilial purity accom- 
modated to that mature, and perfc6l itate of 
being in the Heavens, of which the prefent 
life is only the infancy, and the prepturato- 
ry difcipline. 

The word of God acquires great value 
and efficacy as a law of holinefs, in the next 
place, from its high authority. 



• John lii. 3— A principle like this was maintained like- 
wife in many of the ancient fchools ; and that change of tem- 
per ^ and habits which philofophy aimed to produce in its 
difciples was ftiled regeneration. But, in fpirit and meaning, 
the dodrine of the fchools was far inferior to the dotTti ine of 
Chrift. 
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compared with that which is due to the 
eternal Spirit of Truth who hath enlighten- 
ed the law of our duty ? To the facred and 
awful authority of the Creator and Judge of 
the univerfe, added to that law to give it an 
cfieftual impreflion on the heart? The 
Chriftian, the believer in divine revelation 
enjoys infmiiely more powerful means of 
virtue than pthers who depend only on 
themfelves, or who attempt to follow the 
erring and contradi6lory lights every where 
held out to them by a falle philofophy. — 
When I hold in my hand the facred volume, 
I feem to hear the voice of an affetlionate 
parent who, by requiring perfeft holiners, 
has no other end in view but my fupreme 
felicity — I feem to liften to the dictates of 
unerring; truth — I feem to receive the com- 
mands of a divine lawgiver who has all 
power in Heaven and on earth to fave or 
to dcftroy-^I feem to read the decrees of 
that holy and omnifcient Judge from whom 
I (hall Ihortly receive my everlafting delli- 
ny. What an awful, what a fublime, and 
facred authority does the word of God 
poffefs ! Both youth and age will find in 
thcfludyof its divine precepts the happi- 
ell inllitution for clcwnfiri^ tlieir way^ and 
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cultivating in them the habits of virtue. 
Let it be your meditation all the day — Let 
its pure and facred truths be ever before 
your eyes — Walk in its heavenly light — 
And, let it be your guide to the eternal 
fource of light and perfe61ion. 

Its influence in fanflifying the heart may 
be eftimated likewife, from the high and in- 
terefting motives which it propofes to man- 
kind to reclaim them from vice, and to lead 
them to virtue. The motives that princi- 
pally deferve our confideration on this fub- 
jeft, not only for their fuperior force, but 
becaufe they chiefly diftinguifti the gofpel 
from every other moral inltitution, are the 
retributions of divine juftice to the virtuous 
and the vicious in a future fl;ate of exiftence 
— and the infinite mercy of God in the 
redemption of the world. 

Philofophy, in inviting her difciples to 
virtue can propofe to them only the prefent 
peace, reputation, or intereft that attends 
it ; motives which religion enjoys in com- 
mon with her, and enjoys in a much higher 
degree. She cannot look into eternity, or 
flie looks into that profound abyfs with a 
E e 
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feeble and unftcady eye, incapable of diftin- 
guiftiing any objeft. If a few men of 
•elevated virtue, and warm imagination, like 
Cicero and Plato, entertained a faint hope 
of exifting after the prcfent life, the greater 
part of philofophers, unable to fee any 
thing certain beyond the grave, believed 
that, at death, they fliould ceafe to be. 
This principle diflblved at once the ftrong- 
eft ties of moral obligation.* It is the fm- 
gular glory of the gofpel that in it life 
and immortality are oH'ered to the hopes 
of the pious. In it, likewife, is denounc- 
ed the moft fearful defliny to the wick- 
ed and impenitent. It hath fcattered the 
dark, impenetrable cloud that hung on 
the hour of death. It hath rendered the 
future certain as the prefent, and hath 
drawn from eternity motives the moft fub- 
iime to animate and ftrengthen their virtue, 

* When wc read the dubious difcuflions concerning a fii- 
tare ftate which took place in the Roman fenate» in which 
^vas aflembled all the wifdom and learning of the c apital of 
the world, at the time when they were about to determine 
on the fate of Cataline and his a/Tociates, we are irrefiftibly 
lead to deplore the blindnefs and infirznity of the human 
mind unenlightcd by divine revelation. What motives in 
aid of virtue were they able to draw from that ftate which 
they knew not whether to believe or difbelieve, but were moft 
inclined to deny ?•— Sal; de bel. catalin. Speeches of Cae^iu'y 
Cato, &C. 
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«nd the moft awful to difcourage and re- 
firain vici^. What can be more awful, or 
ftrike the coftfcience of guilt with deeper, 
or more falutary fear, than the tribunal of 
juftice — than that day wherein God hath 
appointed to judge the fecrets of all men by 
Jefus Chrift — than the decree by which the 
guilty fhall be eonfigned to fuffer the wn- 
geance of eternal fire ? — Arreft thy ftep (> 
profligate youth ! In the aft of vice pau-fe, 
and look before thee ! Behold the tribunal 
— ^the judge — the chains of death — the pri- 
fons where the wicked dv)ell with everlafling 
turnings! Wilt thou, in the intoxication 
of thy paffions brave the terrors of almigh- 
ty wrath ? Are not thefe view& fufficient 
to palfy all the powers of fin ? — Perhaps^ 
thou wilt fay — it has been often faid — for- 
bear thefe reprefentationsv No man was* 
«ver made virtuous by fear alone. But, is 
it not the firft ftep to virtue to break off our 
fins by repentance ? Are not the falutary 
reftraints of fear neceffary, ra^ the greater ^ 
.part of men, to prepare the heart for the aA- 
miflion of higher and purer principles ?* 

* The good influence which the apprehenfibns of a futurp* 
judgment, and the punifliment of the wicked, even in the - 
im^crfe^a manner in which they were conceived by pagjinifm^ 
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On the other hand, direft thy view to the 
glorious hope which is propofed in the gof^ 
pel to animate the good man in the dif- 
charge of his duty, and encourage hb pro- 
grefs towards perfeftion. Not the uncer- 
tain hope which the prince of Roman phi- 
lofophcrs neither could confent to refign, 
nor was able firmly to hold.* Not the 
faint and doubtful ray that gleamed on the 
evening of Socrates and gilded to him for 
a moment the clouds of death ;+ but the 
full affurance of faith — the clear and un- 



were fuppofed, by the beft men of antiquitj, to have upon 
morals, may be undcrftood by a remark of Polybius — Book 
VI. Speaking of the Greeks who, in that age, had been 
corrupted by the Epicurean Philofophy, he fays ** If you 
lend a talent to a Greek, and bind him to the repayment by 
ten engagements, with as many fccuritics, and witneflcs, it is 
impoflible to make him regard his word. Whereas, among 
the Romans, they are always punctual to the oaths they 
have taken. For which reafom the appreheniions of infernal 
torments were wifely eilablifhed ; and now to oppofe them is 
•wholly irrational." 

• Cicero, reafoning on the fubje^l of immortality with 
that doubtfulnefs that muft necefl'arily accompany all our 
tronclufions on this fubje<^ that arc not derived from revela- 
tion, inclines, however, to the probability of a future and 
liappy exiftence for good men. He adds that this expe<5ta- 
tion is. a fource of fo much confolation to him, that, if he is 
in an error in indulging it, he does not wifh to be undeceived* 

f The hope exprcfled by Socrates to his friends who came 
to viflt him on the day on which he died, and the doubtful 
manner in which he uttered it, are well known to every per- 
fon acquainted with ancieat hiftory. 
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clouded light of the Son of Righteoufnefs. 
— Bleffed and triumphant aflurance ! What 
is this momentary and corruptible exiftenc^, 
compared with that eternal being that fhall 
fhine as the liars in Heaven for ever and 
ever ? What are thefe feeble and grofs fen- 
fations of pleafure by which wc are allied to 
the beafts that perifh, compared with thofe 
divine and immortal powers of enjoyiiient, 
by which we (hall refemble the angels that 
furround the throne, and, in fome meafure 
approximate towards God himfelf ? Thefe 
glorious rewards of piety and faith, of truth 
and virtue, are among the moft powerful, as 
veil as the moft fublime motives to a pure 
and holy life. Such elevated and immortal 
hopes tend to raife the affe6tions above the 
grofs and corrupting influence of the world. 
They tend to quench the flames of luft, to 
extinguifli the rude and wrathful paflions, 
and to cultivate in the heart, that holinefs 
'without tjohich no manjhallfee the Lord. Can 
fenfuality debafe the foul that expcfts to ap- 
proach the throne of God, and to dwell for- 
ever in his prefence ? Can power opprefs 
thofe whom it hopes to meet as brethren 
and equals in the kingdom above ? Can en- 
vy, hatred or revenge, rankle in the boforas ' 
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of thole who afpire to the Ibciety of the 
bleffed in Heaven among whom reigns only 
a pure and eternal love ? — ^Are the prefent 
rapid moments of our probation, ftamping 
their impreflion upon our everlafting ddii*. 
ny ? Is every inftant preparing for us new 
flames below, or new fcenes of felicity and 
honor above ? What diligence and ferven* 
cy Ihould thefe confiderations add to every 
aft of duty ! Will fincerc piety raife a worm 
of duft to immortal glory ? How holy ought 
we to be in all manner of life and converla- 
tion ! 

Finally, religion propofcs to us ftrong ad- 
ditional motives to duty, drawn from the 
mercy of God in the redemption of the 
world. They merit an ample illuftration, 
but I can only glance at them in the moft 
hafty manner. 

On this fiibjefl:, reafon and philofophy af- 
ford us no aid. The gofpel alone is able to 
point out the way in which finners can have 
accefs to their Maker and their judge of- 
fended by their crimes, and conftrained, if 
I may fpeak fo, by the perfcftion of his na- 
ture, to puniQi their guilt. Jt reveals to us 
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the love of God in the richeft and moft afton-* 
iftiing aft of merey that was ever difplayed 
to the univerfe. — Could I draw afide the veil 
from the dreadful pifture of human guilt, or 
prefcnt to your view the catalogue of our 
innumerable crimes, I might convey fome 
idea of the infinite grace that was pleafed to 
forego the rights of his juftice on man, and 
to divert its awful thunders to the head of 
his beloved Son. Could I pluck off the co- 
vering from Hell, and difclofc its tremen- 
dous prifons, the deftined abodes of the guil- 
ty — could I unfold the gates of Heaven and 
pour upon your fight the effulgence of that 
glory that eye hath not/een^ neither hath ear 
heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive, but which is referved for thofe 
who are redeemed by the precious blood of 
Chrift, I might enable you to conceive the 
boundlefs obligations impofed upon us by 
his love. 

But the moft illuftrious proof of his love 
is feen in himfelf — in his birth — ^in his life-*- 
and, above all, in his death, when he bore our 

Jins in his own body on the tree. Young 

man ! — O young man^ immerfed in plea^ 
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fure ! devoted to thy own enjoyments ! for- 
getful of thy Creator, and thy duty ! Look 
on the Saviour of the world ! Can there 
be a more powerful and perfuafive argument 
to repentance than the love of him xoho hath 
loved tliee to the death? Look on the cruel 
altar of the crofs on which he was made a 
vi6lim for thofe fins by which thou art pro- 
faning his love ! In the view of thofe bit-* 
ter fufferings he endured for thee, can'ft 
thou repeat the crimes for which he died ! 
• — ^Hear the voice of divine mercy calling to 
thee from the Heavens ! Liften to the in- 
terefting voice that it utters from the crofs ! 
Hear the cry of that precious blood that 
ftreams from his fide, and, calling from the 
earth, fpeaketh better things than the blood of 
Abel ! Ah ! what motives can touch thee 
if thou art infenfible to thefe ? Whatper- 
fuafions can reach the hardnefs of age if 
thefe are ineffeftual on the tendernefs and 
fufceptibility of youth ! The whole com- 
pafs of nature cannot furnifti arguments to 
duty, or admonitions againft fin equally 
interefting and ftrong. — Wherewith fliall a 
young man cleanje his way ? By taking heed 
thereto according to thy woid. 
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Having trefpaffed already on your time, 
I (hall circumfcribe within a narrow com. 
pafs the fingle refleftion with which I de- 
fign to conclude this difcourfe. 

The fubjeft, to the illuftration of which 
you have attended^ recommends to your 
moft diligent ftudy, and your moft afFettion- 
ate efteem this facred volume from which 
we derive truths of the higheft importance 
to the tranquility of our own breaits, to the 
peace and order of fociety, to the dignity 
and perfeftion of human nature, and to 
our eternal happinefs.. I fpeak of it now 
as containing fomething more than the moll 
perfeft rule of virtue that was ever deli- 
vered to the world — ^I fpeak of it as embrac- 
ing the richeft treafures of our knowledge, 
and the liobleft fources of our confolatioru 
If we confider the dubious and difcordant 
fentiments of human reafon with regard to 
the exiftence and perfe6tions of the deity — 
the means by which the guilty may obtain 
the forgivenefs of fins — the law of our duty 
—the nature and the certainty of another 
ind a better life, how precious to us ftiould 
be this fyftem of holy infpiration that refolves 
thefe aftlidting doubts, and fheds a divine 

Ff 
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and Tatisfaftory evidence on fubjefls the 
moft interefting ,that can be offered to the 
refleflions, or the hopes of mankind ! A 
fanatical fpirit of impiety under the abuf- 
ed name of philofophy has rifen up per- 
verfely and prefumptuoufly to call in quef- 
tion truths fo facred and confolatory to mi- 
ferable mortals. Pert and falfe wit, igno- 
rant youth, and, in an age in which no ex- 
travagance is ftrange, even coarfe and illi- 
terate debauchery, venture to hold in deri- 
fion the belief, the hope, and confolation of 
the beft and wifeft men whb have ever lived. 
Chriftians ! in proportion to the madnefs 
and folly that are defperate enough to fet 
at naught the power and the wifdom o/God^ 
fhould be your adherence to that divine 
word in which they are fo glorioufly dif- 
played. How blind and erring would be 
our footfteps through life if they were not 
direfted by divine truth ! What a profound 
and fearful darknefs would reft upon the 
grave if we were not enabled, by this hea- 
venly light, to penetrate beyond it to a 
bleffed immortality ! Let the facred fcrip^ 
tures, therefore, be the fubjeft of our daily 
and pious meditation. Let not the cavils 
of ignorant men, nor the infults of fools 
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tear from our bofoms thefe precious lights 
of duty, and treafures of our hopes. 

If you feek wifdom, draw it from thefe 
divine fountains — if you cultivate virtue, 
here you find its perfect law— if you would 
attain to immortal felicity and glory, from 
them you imbibe the fpirit of Heaven- 

O young man ! take heed to thy ,ways 
according to his holy word. Seek not for 
companions whofe example will encourage 
thee in vice — whofe lludy it is to prevent 
refleftion, or to farnifh to refletlion only 
falfe and criminal principles to defend a 
criminal prattice. Let not thy pafiions 
govern thee in this ardent and inconfiderate 
period of life, when they require to be kept 
un^der a continual rein — let not pleafure in- 
toxicate thee, and impofe her illufions on 
thy rcafon for truth — hunt not after thofe 
pernicious writers whofe objeft it is to in- 
tlame the imagination and corrupt the heart. 
Take heed to thy way — paufe in thy courfc^— 
deliberate — reflect. Examine and weigh 
thy principles. Bring thy conduft to the 
tell of the divine law. Never wilt thou be 
prepared for the pure manfions of Heaven 
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till thy virtue, or to fpeak a language more 
conformable to the gofpel, till thy holinefs 
of heart and life, has reached the perfeflion 
of this ftandard. 

O God ! in thy mercy arreft the profliga- 
cy of this age ! Make thy word quick and 
powerful ! Let it penetrate with deep and 
effeftual conviftion the confcience of fecure 
guilt, and deftroy thofe deceitful maxims 
which the hearts of finners frame only to 
juftify their crimes ! Let it triumph over 
the pernicious principles of a falfe phi- 
lofophy, the offspring of our degenerate 
manners ! 

AMEN I 
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DISCOURSE IX. 

THE FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 

tIKST DICOURSB — THE RATOKI AND IZTBMT OF THE DUTY. 



I 



Luke vi. 37. 

Forgive, andyoujkall be forgiven. 

F you love them that love you, faith the 
Saviour, what reward have you ?"♦ 
There is a natural propenfity in the human 
heart to requite with kindnefs the favors we 
have received, and to fympathize with the 
pleafures and the pains of thofe with whom 
we are connefted by friendfhip and efleem. 
" But I fay unto you, love your enemies, 
blefs them that curfe you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that de- 
fpitefully ufe you and perfecute you."f 
This is the fublime of charity. Pride, re-^ 

* Matt. V. 46. 

t Matt. V. 44. Luke vi. 2B. 
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fentment, and all the mod violent emotions 
of the breaft arc ready to rife againft thofe 
who have treated us with injuftice, cruelty, 
or fcorn. When a good man is enabled to 
forgive the malignity of his enemies, much 
more will he be difpofed to difcharge all 
other offices of benevolence and humanity 
. towards the reft of mankind. 

This virtue has juftly been faid to be pe- 
culiar to the chriftian fyftem. For, although 
there are illuftrious examples of modera- 
tion, and forbearance among the great men 
of pagan antiquity, which approach to the 
meeknefs and felf-denial of apoftles and 
martyrs, yet are they rare ; and the philo- 
fophers in general, who ftudied to cultivate 
this virtue, aimed rather at the contempt 
than the forgivenefs of injuries — at a fupe- 
riority of foul that foared above their ene- 
mies, than at that meeknefs and charity that 
ftoops to embrace them with fraternal af- 
fection. But whatever approaches a few 
of the difciples of reafon have made towards 
a doclrine and a praftice fo fublime and 
holy, flie had, plainly, not authority fuffi- 
cient to impofe it on the pride, and the 
paflions of mankind as an univerfal law of 
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duty. This was the office of a divine le- 
giflator — of the teacher fent from God. And, 
among the many precepts that raife his got- 
pel far above all other fyftems of morals or 
religion that have appeared in the world, 
that of the forgivenefs of injuries, holds a 
diftinguilhed place. He has enforced it, 
likewife, by the higheft fanftion — " For, if 
ye forgive not men their trefpaffes, neither 
will your father who is in Heaven forgive 
your trefpaffes."* 

The revengeful and the proud are apt 
to regard this virtue in two oppofite lights, 
either as a perfeftion above human nature, 
or as a meannefs below it — as implying an 
elevation of mind and felf-command almoil 
divine, or manifefling a pulillanimity un- 
worthy of man. Thefe ideas, I truft, will 
appear in the progrefs of this fubjeft, to be 
equally groundlefs, in which I Ihall 

I. Point out the extent of the duty — and ' 

n. Uluftrate its excellence and reafona- 
blenefs as a principle of conduft, 

♦ Matt. vi. 15. 
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I. This duty confifts in loving our ene- 
mies—in refraining from every purpofe of 
revenge towards them — in readinefs to re- 
turn them kindnefs for injuftice — and, final- 
ly, in a difpofition to feek every prudent 
and practicable mean of reconciliation with 
them. 

1. No offence can cancel the original ob- 
ligation that lies upon all men to love one 
another. Sprung from the fame fource— 
children of one Father who is in heaven — ■ 
partakers of a common nature — fellow tra- 
vellers through a dangerous and painful 
pilgrimage — and heirs of the fame immor* 
tal hopes, man is connefted with man by 
the ftrongeft and the deareft ties. Although 
your enemy has broken through thofe ties, 
it forms no warrant for you to affifl his fol- 
ly or his madnefs in tearing them afunder. 
Charity requires us to diftinguifti between a 
man and his aftions : and, even when thefe 
are moft cenfurable and offenfi ve, to remem- 
ber that the offender is ftill a brother. This 
principle is the vital fpirit of the chriftian 
religion as it refpefts our intercourfe with 
mankind, and is the great cement of the 
univerfal family of God, 
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2. As religion requires us to embrace 
our enemy with benevolence as he is a man, 
much more does it prohibit towards him 
every purpofe of revenge. Hardly need I 
fpeak nere of thofe cruel paflions that dif- 
turb fociety by the moft atrocious afts. — 
Hardly need I call to mind thofe enormities 
that fometimes flow from pride, from envy, 
from hatred and rage — thofe furious wTang- 
lings, thofe bloody contefts — thofe fhame- 
ful means of private vengeance in which, 
men, giving themfelves up to the violent im- 
pulfe of their feelings, inftead of calmly 
feeking juilice from the authorifed tribunals 
of their country, conftitute themfelves at 
once judges and executioners in their own 
caufe. Againll atrocities of tljis kind I may 
appeal, not only to the mild and benevolent 
fpirit of the gofpel, but to the common fen- 
timents of mankind. 

There are other w^ays lefs flagrant, and 
that outrage lefs the divine fpirit of charity, 
by which a revengeful temper may manifeil 
itfelf. Although there are cafes in which 
even the meeknefs of chriftianity will permit 
a good man to demand his rights in the feats 
of public juftice ; yet, if you harrafs your 
^ g 



234 ^^ Forgivenefs oflnjunes. 

brother by vexatious fuits — Nay, if you pro- 
fecute your moft juft and equitable claims 
againft him with bitternefs and animofity — 
if it is not fufficient for you to obtairt redrefs, 
unlefs you can alfo make him the viftim of 
the laws, you violate the law of Chrift, 
This holy and benevolent law requires 
meeknefs and moderation in all our 
conduft towards men, and that we Ihould 
rather fuffcr wrong in matters of inferior 
moment than feem contentious, or too ri- 
gidly exaft even our undoubted rights. '* If 
thine adverfary fue thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak alfo. 
If he fmite thee on one cheek turn to him 
the other. If he compel thee to go with 
him a mile, go with him twain."* 

Revenge may be feen in the focial and 
eafy hours of converfation, in a6ts in which 
it is hardly fufpecled. The afperity of 
your expreflions betrays it — it appears in 

♦Mat. V. 39, 40,41. Thcfe are not abfolute precepts. 
They were proverbial fayings among the Jews, which are ne- 
ver to be interpreted with rigor. They were intended to re- 
commend forbearance to men, and rather to lufFer fmall in- 
juries, and yield their rights in matters of inferior concern, 
than to contend with the obilinate and fclfifh. 
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thofe eternal complaints of wrongs intended 
to excite again ft your enemy the indigna- 
tion of the world — in thofe odious or ridi- 
culous piftures which you draw of his vices 
or his foibles — in your readinefs to hear 
and to circulate every malicious tale againft 
him which calumny has invented. If you 
do not aftually detraft from his deferved 
praife, do you hear it done by others, with 
a fecret pleafure ? If you hear his worth 
approved, are you ready to load it with ex- 
ceptions, and fufpicions ? Or do you, by a 
certain affe^led referve and caution exprefs 
more than you could fay ? An unholy re- 
fentment may be difcerned in the moft 
guarded modes of converfation. It may be 
perceived even in that filence with which a 
prudent enemy thinks to veil his heart. 
Would you once have obferved, with re- 
gard to that perfon, the fame caution ? Is- it 
not a fcnfe of injury that has changed in your 
eftimation his good qualities? Or, if you 
cannot but Hill difcern them, is it not a fe- 
cret refentment that palfies your tongue, 
and feals up your lips ? Ah ! in how many 
forms of decency, and of virtue even, may 
tliis vice' lie concealed. 
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3. True forgivenefs implies a difpofition 
to return kindnefs for injury. " Blefs thofe 
who curfe you, faith the meek and benevo- 
lent Saviour of men, do good to thofe who 
hate you/' That fvveetnefs of temper that 
is ready to pour its fecret blefling on the 
head of an offender, is a principle allied to 
Heaven, and peculiarly fitted to prepare the 
heart to enter, and enjoy thofe regions of 
love. It flows from that divine charity that 
regards all men as the children of our hea- 
venly Father, and an offender only as a mif- 
taken brother. " If thine enemy hunger, 
faith the apoIUe, feed him, if he thirft, give 
him drink : for, in fo doing thou (halt heap 
coals of fire on his head."* Such proofs of 
your goodnefs, and your innocence with 
regard to him, will melt him in ingenuous 
forrow for his precipitancy and injuilice, or 
pierce him with deferved compunftion at 
the view of your fuperior worth. This was 
probably the meaning of an ancient philo- 
fophert who, when he was aflced by what 
means a man might be revenged on his 
enemy, anfwered '' by being better than he." 

• Rom. xii. 20. 
t Diogenes. 
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If there be a way in which you can render 
Him a valuable fervice by fpeaking well of 
tlie deferving parts of his charafter, by 
drawing a difcreet veil over his foibles, by 
generoufly producing his virtues to light, or 
by advancing his fortunes, you will not on- 
ly fulfil an elevated duty of religion, but 
probably attach him to you hereafter as an 
ufeful friend. 

This precious law of chriftianity is violat- 
ed, then, whenever you ncglctl to render 
him thofe fervices which he needs, and which 
are in your power to bellow. Is there a 
refpeftable office which would be ufeful to 
him, and which he is better qualified than 
another to fill ? Is there a profitable em- 
ployment for his indullry wliich it may de- 
pend upon your influence to obtain ? Yet, 
do you exert that influence againft him 
only becaufe you have been offended? 
Although you enter into no intrigues, 
and form no plans againft him, yet, 
in the decifive moment of accomplifhing or 
defeating his hopes, and when all may reft 
upon you, do you oppofe him ? Nay, al- 
though you do not oppofe him, do you, 
through coldnefs and alienation negle61: him. 
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and let him fee that his interefts form none 
of your concern ? I fee, the world fees iu 
thefe afts, the proofs of a refentful and un- 
forgiving fpirit. — Do you hear his charac- 
ter, more precious than wealth or honor, 
defamed, when you poffefs the means of 
vindicating it ? Do you promote the calum- 
ny ? Do you, by meaning looks and ges- 
tures, give figniiicance to fufpicion ? Do 
you even, by a cruel filence, aflift the de- 
ligns of his enemies, and enjoy the flander ? 
Do you rejoice in his unmerited calamities ? 
Or, if he has been culpable, do you tri- 
umph in his dete61ion and ftiame ? Alas I 
are not thefe the charafters of an enemy ? 
If you do not pity his misfortunes, defend, 
where you can, his good name, aid his law- 
ful hopes, and even forget that he has in- 
jured you, you have not fincerely forgiven 
him, nor fulfilled the facred law of charity 
that requires us to render good for evil. 

4. In the laft place, this duty implies a 
difpofition to fcek every prudent mean of 
reconciliation with thofe between whom and 
us have arifcn any caufes of offence, " If 
thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
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remember that thy brother bath aught a- 
gainft thee, leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go, firft be reconciled to thy bro- 
ther, and then come and offer thy gift."* 
No worftiip can be pure that is ftained with 
angry and refentful paflions — No prayer 
can find admiffion to the throne of grace, 
while injuftice pollutes the confcience, or 
malice rankles in the breaft, A fincere 
chriflian, who poffeffes the ornament of a 
meek and quiet fpirit, will be grieved if, at 
any time, he has given even involuntary of- 
•fence ; and if, through prejudice, or the 
furprife of paflion, he hath, by word or 
deed, occafioned an injury to his brother, 
he will be folicitous to repair the wrong. 
He will not difdain to make thofe neceffary 
explanations, or even thofe conceflions 
which may be requifite to place their har- 
mony upon its firfl footing, and to cement 
it, if pollible, with new endearments. Nay, 
where a brother is to be gained, he will not 
too rigoroufly examine his own rights, but 
will difplay a certain generofity in his ad- 
vances, the dictate of a benevolent heart, 
confcious of the purefl intentions. 

* Mat. V. 23 — 24. 
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This fubjea may be farther illuflrated bv 
pointing out the falfe principles upon which 
reconciliations often proceed, or the mifta- 
ken fubftitutes that are put in the room of 
the fincere forgivenefs of injuries. 

1. Parties at variance we fometimes fee 
brought together by the addrefs and ma- 
nagement of common friends. To their in- 
ftances at length they yield. But, obferve 
with what reludance they jneet— what mu- 
tual coldnefs and diftruft they betray at eve- 
ry ftep — ^how many explanations muft be 
made— how many punftiUos muft be adjuft- 
ed— how many compromifes muft be at- 
tempted, in order to fave a falfe fentiment 
of honor ? Do you believe that you have 
fulfilled the celeftial law of charity by a re- 
conciliation that has proceeded upon thefe 
grounds ? No— even the world is not de- 
ceived. It fees that you are not friends. It 
perceives in your converfation, in your con- 
duft, in your whole manner, the coldnefs of 
your hearts. 

2. Men fometimes miftake the mere fub- 
fiding of the paflions, which is the effea of 
time, for the forgivenefs of injuries which is 
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the fruit of charity. The edge of their re- 
fentitients is blunted, and they fink down by 
degrees, and almoft without defign, into the 
ordinary offices of good neighborhood. — 
In the various and capricious changes of 
the world, an accidental concurrence of in- 
terefts fometimes re-unites thofe whom dif- 
ference of intereft had divided. But thefe 
principles have nothing in them in common 
with the generous warmth and kindnefs of 
the chriftian temper. The fpirit of the 
bleffed Jefus regards a forgiven enemy like 
a brother reconciled : and an enemy who 
refufes to be reconciled it regards with thofe 
fentiments of meeknefs and oenediftion that 
can flow only from a heart touched and 
animated with the love of God. 

3. Not infrequently, a cold return to the 
external civilities offocietyis miftaken for 
the duty I am recommending, while you 
ftill cherifli a keen remembrance of injuries 
you have received. — I forgive him, you fay, 
but I do not forget. He has no reafon hereaf- 
ter to rely on my friendjhip. Ah ! this hint 
is too fignificant. We difcern in it a ran- 
kled and wounded mind. Does the mild 
temper of the gofpel thus fwell the bread 
H h 



242 The Forgivefiefs of Injuries. 

with a proud refentment ? No — it tends 
to unite the hearts of men by the fweet and 
2iitT2L€iwc fyrapathies of charity, and not 
merely to conneft their perfons by the loofe 
and vulgar ties of ordinary aflbciation. 
The civilities pratlifed by a good man are 
the fincere expreifions of a benevolent 
mind, not a hypocritical mafk intended to 
veil from the world paflions which he is 
alhamed to avow. Confcious that God in- 
fpeds his heart, he ftudies not to cover dif- 
pofitions there which he is not willing to 
expofe to the pure and holy light of heaven, 
and which will not aflimilate him to its 
blelfed fociety. 

4. Prudence is frequently fubftituted for 
charity. Men fmother their refentments 
merely to prevent the derangement which 
they would produce in the circle of their 
fociety^ or to efcape the uneafinefs that 
muft arife to themfelves from a perpetual 
courfe of holtilities. 

5. But ^ the lad fubftitute which I fhall 
mention, for the forgivenefs is the contempt 
of injuries. — Well may innocence feel its 
fuperiority to the indifcretion of unfriendly 
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tongues, and the malignity of evil inten- 
tions. And the calm dignity of virtue is 
confiftent with the gentlenefs and meeknefs 
that become a chriiHan. But contempt, 
involving, as it too often does, the offender 
with the offence, is an unholy temper. It 
indicates a pride, and haughtinefs of mind 
incompatible, equally with the charity, and 
the humility of the gofpeL Vice, when con- 
fidered as offering its temptations to us, 
may, by a noble mind, be regarded with 
contempt — when feen in the conduct of 
others, it ought rather, by a good man, to 
be beheld with pity. 

Referving for another difcourfe the illuf- 
tration of the excellence and reafonablenefs 
of this difpofition as a general principle of 
conduft, I Ihall conclude the prefent with 
a fingle and brief refleftion. 

The forgivenefs of injuries L; inculcated 
throughout the difcourfes of our blelfed 
Lord and his apoftlcs with peculiar frequen- 
cy and earneftnefs. For, it is not only the 
highell exercife of that charity which they 
lay at the foundation of all our duties to 
mankind; but it is abrululcly nccdlarv to 



244 ^'^ Forgivenefs of Injuries. 

the peace of the world, to extinguifli, or 
prevent the aftion of thofe innumerable 
caufes of diflention that are continually 
fpringing up in human fociety. Did every 
man conceive himfelf entitled to avenge his 
own quarrels it would convert the world 
into a theatre of violence and blood. In 
order to prevent this fatal efFctl, the wife, 
the moderate, and the good are called, not 
only to abftain from doing injury, but daily 
to cover with the mantle of forgivenefs the 
injuries that are offered to them. Injuftice, 
fraud, envy, malice, wrath, whifpering, tat- 
tling, flander would keep the world in a per-* 
petual flame, and fix our own peace forever 
on the rack, were not their influence counter- 
afted by this exalted principle of charity. 
But, when we confider, on one hand, the 
force of the paflions, and, on the other, the 
infirmity of the mind, may we not exclaim 
with the apoftle, on a different occafion, 
*^ who is fuflficient for thefe things ?" To 
forgive like a chriflian feems to require both 
a greatnefs and humility of mind, a meeknefs 
and equanimity of temper almofl beyond 
the prefent frail condition of human nature. 
But, we may reply, with the fame apofl:le, 
" I can do all things through Chrift who 
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ftrengthencth me." Let this high and ardu-^ 
ous duty, therefore, be the fubjeft ol our 
fervent and continual petitions at the throne 
of grace. The great Teacher of the church 
hath incorporated it in that excellent and 
comprehenfive prayer which he hath left to 
be the perpetual rule of our devotions*: 
Frequently, indeed, it requires all the ener- 
gy of prayer, to calm and fubdue the tem- 
peft of our. paffions — It requires that pro- 
found fenfe of the divine prefence which is 
cultivated in prayer to impofe upon tlieir 
fury an effeciual curb — It requires all the 
humility of penitents proftrate at the foot- 
ftool of mercy to reprels in the heart that 
obdurate and unhallowed pride which is the 
chief fupport of our unforgiving refent* 
ments. 

Finally, this duty forms one of the 
beft tefls of the heart. Men may more ca* 
fily deceive themfelves with regard to the 
general duties which they owe either to 
God, or to mankind. But if you can bear 
injuries with patience — if you can maintain a 
mild and amiabJe ferenity under reproach 
and calumny — if you can forgive oftences 
moft deliberately committed againft you. 
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and return kindnefs for injuftice, and blef- 
Jing for railing J it is the higheft evidence 
of the complete fubjedion of the palTions to 
the government of reafon, and of the do- 
minion of that principle of divine lov^ in 
the heart which is the true foundation, and 
the animating fpirit of every duty. — I do 
not alk if you are without pallions ? nor 
if they are not naturally quick and ftrong ? 
Thefe may be found in the beft and nobleft 
charafters — but, if the power of religion 
has been able to fubdue them, and to hold 
them under its foft and gentle rein? If, like 
Chrift on the agitated and Ilormy lake, it 
has been able to calm them, and to fay to 
the winds and the waves, peace ! be Hill ! — 
This is a folid ground on which you may 
reft your hopes before the throne of eternal 
mercy " for, if you forgive men their trcf- 
paffes, your heavenly Father will alfo for- 
give you." 

Teach us, O Lord ! to underftand, and 
enable us to fulfil this fublime duty, the or- 
nament^ of the gofpcl, the perfection of 
man ! 

AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE X. 

THE FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 

w 

:9«C0N]> DICOURSE THE EXCELLENCE AND RIASONlBLENBSS 

OF THIS DUTY. 



Luke vi. 37. 
Forgive, andyoujhall be forgiven. 

THE law of forgivenefs is oppofed hj 
fome of the ftrongeft pafiions, and the 
xnoft' dangerous prejudices of the human 
heart. The vindictive paflions are prone 
to precipitate themfelves on revenge, and 
imagine a barbarous pleafure in gratifying 
this cruel propenfity — prejudice is apt to 
confound patience with pufillanimity, and 
tofuppofethat mildnefs of temper is calcu- 
lated only to forfeit a certain reputation 
with the world. Pride fears to lofe, by 
kindnefs and condefcenfion, that imagina- 
ry confequence which it claims for itfelf. 
My eiwnies have offended me. It belongs U 



248 The Forgivenefs of Injuries. 

the refped. which I owe myfelf to make them 
feel the effeEls of their temerity. But pride is 
' an inflated monfter, ever blind to its own 
true interefts. More real honor, and more 
folid happinefs will be found from forgiv- 
ing than avenging injuries. 

Having already confidered the requifi- 
tions, and the extent of this law, I purpofe, 
in the prefent difcourfe, to illuftrate its ex- 
' cellence, and reafonablenefs as a principle 
of conduft — It implies a difpofition gene- 
rous and noble in itfelf, and fitted to attraft 
refpeft from the world — ^It tends to pro- 
mote our inward tranquillity and peace — 
And, finally, it affimila^tes man to his Crea- 
tor, whofe moft glorious and interefting at- 
tribute is mercy. — ^After taking a {hqrt re- 
view of thefe feveral topics, I fhall ftrengthen 
the general argument to this duty, by point- 
ing out the caufes that moft commonly cre- 
ate diffentions in fociety, and (hewing their 
infufficiency to juftify the lafting and un- 
chriftian refentments which too often grow 
out of them. 

I. In the firft place, it implies a difpofi- 
tion generous and noble in itfelf, and fitted 
to attraft refpeft from the world. 
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All blind and violent movements of the 
paflions are unworthy of ounnature. The 
true glory of a rational mind is to fubmit 
all its aftions to the Cd\m and temperate go- 
vernment of reafon. There is a dignity in 
being able to command our feelings, and 
our conduft in the moft critical fituations, 
which is calculated equally to engage the 
-^fteem of others, and to gain the approba- 
tion of our own hearts. — Where indeed, 
do we find the moft vindiftive difpofitions ? 
Is it not commonly in thofe who are moft 
feeble both in body and in mind ? But, in 
proportion as the foul is raifed by noble 
and fublime fentiments, is confcious of a true 
courage, and can reft upon itfelf, the lefs is 
it protfe to this bafe and degrading vice. — • 
The pufiUanimous are revengeful as well 
as cruel. 

Thofe who admire, without choice, the 
manners of the world have been pleafed to 
fay that the mildnefs and forbearance of 
chriftian charity is calculated to invite in- 
juries ; and, being, in many inftances, con- 
trary to the eftabliftied maxima of honor, 
muft only lead to difgrace. Let us examine 
thefe affertions. I do not advocate a weak 

li 
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good-nature, void of fenfibility and energy 
of charafter — but, if prudence, and propria 
ety of manners be united to a benevolence 
of temper ever ready to do good — and a 
gentlenefs always cautious of giving offence, 
rarely will we fee examples of that innate 
malignity that is difpofed to purfue worth 
of this kind with injuftice, or to vilify it by 
infuk. Even vicious men look with refpeft 
on goodnefs fupported with dignity. If, 
here and there, fuch an atrocious fpirit 
fhouldbe found, his injuftice will be return- 
ed upon his own head by the general indig- 
nation of fociety. Befides, religion, in cafes 
of preffmg and immediate aggreffion, for- 
bids not the facred rights of felf-defence. 
And, in every cafe, it permits and requires 
a good man to place himfelf under the guar- 
dian power of the laws of his country, both 
for proteftion, and for reparation. The 
law is without paffions. And the repara- 
tion of wrongs, which is due to the weal of 
fociety, has nothing in it in common with 
the revenging of injuries. 

. ^A ith regard to thofe falfe and frivolous 
maxims of honor, invented in barbarous 
times, and adopted by frivolous and barba- 



The Forgivenefs of Injuries. 2 51 

iDus men who rarely have any other claim 
to merit, more real glory and more public 
efteem will arife from being fupenor to 
them, than from complying with them. — 
.We fee them daily going into difufe as fo- 
ciety progreffes in refinement. That affec- 
tation of meeknefs, indeed, that fprings 
from pufillanimity is a charafter that de- 
ferves to be defpifed. And much of the re- 
proach that has been poured upon thofe, 
who, Iq the ftile of the world, have not pro- 
perly refented injuries, has arifen from their 
own weak and unequal conduft. Rafh e- 
nough, perhaps, to give ofience, it fcems to 
be a pretended principle that reftrains them 
from anfwering for it. True piety is unof- 
fending, as well as averfe from contentions. 
And then, if, on other occafions permitted 
and approved by religion, as in defending 
the innocent, in protefting the helplefs, in 
fulfilling a hazardous duty, a proper ardor 
and firmnefs of mind have been difplayed, 
no reproach can be incurred for a6ling on 
chriilian principles, and being fuperior to 
an unreafonable cuftom. It was an excel- 
lent reply made by a brave officer to one 
wlio had challenged him to fingle combat ; 
*^ You kno^\' I am not afraid to die — I am 
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afraid only to fin. If you wifli to bring our 
perfopal courage to the proof, I invite you 
to ftiew, in the approaching battle, which 
of us will lead our troops with the greateft 
bravery to the charge." And many weak 
minds there are who are capable of putting 
their lives to hazard in a fudden impulfe of 
rage, or urged by the fear of Ihame, who 
are not able to encounter great and real 
dangers with coolnefs and intrepidity at the 
call of duty. The principles of a pretend- 
ed honor are difgraced by their origin ; and 
they are difgraced by the vain, the ignorant, 
and impetuous men who aft upon them. — 
Where, indeed, are thofe doughty combats 
of honor moft frequently found ? Is it not at 
the end of bacchanalian debauches in which 
men have given up, not only the true glory, 
but almoft the charafter of human nature? 
Is it not at beft in thofe moments of blind in- 
temperate paflipn in which man is no longer 
rational ? Real honor lies in the command 
of our paffions. 

Thefe are not profeflional declaimings, 
and the narrow rules of a religious fpirit at 
variance with human nature, and the com- 
mon fentiments of mankind. If the celef- 
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tial purity of the gofpel of peace — if the 
divine majefty of truth can receive fupport 
from earth, they will find it in the opinions 
and the condud of the wifeft and the bra- 
veft men of antiquity. That illuilrious 
patriot who was the glory of the Roman 
Senate, and whofe integrity and virtue 
were proverbial in Rome* had it for a 
maxim that " wc ought to pardon tlie faults 
of every other man, l/ut never our own'' A 
philofopher,+ who afterwards laid down 
his life with dignity, in confequence of a 
moft unjuft perfecution, has pronounced 
that " revenge is inhuman, however it be 
authorifed by a pernicious cullom. On 
the other hand, fays he, how rclpcttablc is 
a man who is incapable of being penetra- 
ted by any weapon, or being hurt by inju- 
ry or reproach !" When a king of Spartat 
once faid " it is the office of a good prince 
to confer favors on his friends, and inflift 
punifliments on his enemies" — *' how much 
better would it be, replied Socrates, to do 
good to your friends, and to make friends 
of your enemies ?" One of the greateft, and 

* The elder Cato. 
f Seneca. 
X Clcomcncs. 
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certainly the moft philofophic of the Ro- 
man emperors* has exprcired thefe juft and 
noble fentiments — '• does any one treat me 
with contumely or contempt ? Be the dif- 
grace his own — my ftudy {hall ever be to 
do nothing that defer ves to be defpifed* 
Does he chcrifh againll me an unjull ha- 
tred ? It is his fault. It (hall be always my 
endeavour to be good, gentle, humane, and 
bcnclicent, and to Ihew him no other exam- 
ples but thofe of moderation and patience/' 
Thus do the maxims and the conduft of 
thefe great men, refute the falfe notions 
fabricated by revenge and pride. Although 
it is beyond the fphere of ordinary chrif- 
tians to emulate philofophers, and heroes 
in the fame of their writings, or the glory 
of their atchievements, yet is it in the pow- 
er of the humblell: behever in Chrift to 
rival, and even to furpafs them in the ad- 
mirable fpirit of their morals. 

As philofophy has recommended, fo the 
univerfal and unbiaffed voice of hiftory 
ferves to confirm thefe high and noble prin- 
ciples, and to add force to the precepts of 
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the gofpel itfelf. It every where records 
the praifes of thofe fublime fpirits who, hav- 
ing their enemies in their power, and being 
able to crufli them in a moment, have 
quenched all their refentments againft them, 
and even loaded them with favours. It 
covers with infamy, and holds up to the exe- 
cration of pofterity thofe ferocious and vin- 
diftivc monfters who would expiate with 
blood, or purfue with plunder, oppref- 
fion,and chains the (lighteft offences againft 
their pride. Thefe are demons fent forth 
to vex the peace of the world — thofe are 
the gods of the earth, and benefaftors of 
mankind. All ages vie in extolling their 
glory, and pronounce their names with in- 
creafmg admiration. 

Our own hearts on this fubjeft, warmly 
confirm the verdift of hiftory. With what 
exquifite emotions we behold David in the 
tent of Saul !* When he could, in one 
moment, have taken ample vengeance on 
that fufpicious tyrant for all the perfecu- 
lions he endured from him, and, by the 
fame blow have placed himfclf upoij his 

* I. Samuel xxvi. 
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throne fee him generoufly fpare his life, 
and reftrain the ardor of his indignant fol- 
lowers who preffed to avenge their mafter ! 
Not lefs amiable does he appear when, after 
the death of his cruel enemy, he enquires 
" if there yet remain any branch of the 
houfe of Saul, that he may do him good."*" 
On the other hand, had he ftained his hands 
with the blood even of that faithlefs prince 
— had he afterwards remembered his crimes 
to retaliate them on his pofterity, David, 
now the pride of hiftory and of religion, 
would have become the objeft of our de- 
teilation. — Thus do the native fentiments 
of the human heart contradift thofe cruel 
maxims of revenge fo often in the mouths 
of men. They atteft the elevation and 
grandeur of thofe principles of forgivenefs 
and charity inculcated in the gofpel. 

2. The meek and forgiving fpirit of a 
chriftian tends, in the next place, to pro- 
mote his inward tranquility and peace. 

The heart ruffled and agitated with tur- 
bulent and furious paffions cannot be happy* 

* II. Samuel ix. 
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Happinefs dwells only with a ferene mind^ 
and a benevolent temper. Gloomy pro- 
jcftfi of revenge difquiet, and fill it with 
bittemcfs. Corroded by chagrin, inflamed 
by rage, or devoured by bale and fecret 
plans of treachery it is equally a ftranger 
to peace. — Is the objeft of your enmity 
raifed above you fo, that the fhafts of your 
malice cannot reach him ? What vexation 
gnaws, what impotent fury fwells the bo- 
fom ! — ^Are your beft concerted fchemes of 
vengeance fruftrated by fome nnforefeen 
accident ? Or are they, by the wifdom and 
prudence of your adverfary, turned upon 
your own head? What confufion and 
(hame ! — But you have been fuccefsful — 
you have humbled him by difgrace — you 
have crufhed him by your power — you 
have made him feel the weight of your re- 
fentment — are thefe gratifications that, in 
a calm hour, you can review with fatisfac- 
tion ? No — when the paffions fubfide, and 
reafon refumes its empire, the work of ven- 
geance always affords food for painful re- 
fledion. The maxim that revenge is fweet 
is a maxim only of the painons — It is falle. 
If, in the dark moment of accomplifhing its 
guilty purpofe a diabolical pleal'ure gleams 
Kk 
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acrofs the mind, the tranfient flafli, leaves 
the cloud that covers it afterwards only the 
more black and heavy. Hardly could a 
man invent for his enemy a puniftiment 
more cruel than that with which revenge 
torments himfelf. It is a cockatrice that 
ftings the bofom that has given it life. 
Vexed by anxious fufpicions, tofTed by im- 
patient defires, the hated image of his ene- 
my is continually before his eyes— it haunts 
him in the day, and defpoils of their reft 
even the hours allotted to repofe.— See the 
reftlefs movements, the convulfed bofom, 
the inflamed countenance, the pale and 
quivering lips, the dark and rancorous vif- 
age of revenge, and fay if happinefs can 
refide there. Above all, when vengeance 
thirfts to drink the blood of its enemy, 
what direful ftorms, what avengmg funes 
does it excite in the breaft, after this horrid 
appetite is fated ! Then the fpedres ot 
murder Ihoot before the terrified fancy- 
then confcience thunders at the bottom of 
the foul. Heaven above appears in wrath, 
and Hell beneath fcems to augment her 
flames, and expand her jaws to receive to a 
more fearful doom than that of other lin- 
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ncrs, the wretch who defcends into it all 
covered with his brother s blood. 

If your companion, or your friend falls 
by the murderous weapon of honor, that 
proftituted name for fride and vengeance^ 
does a lefs degree of mifery follow this 
deed ? Will not the rank crime of blood 
ftill harrow up the recolleftion? V/ill not 
the broken ties of friendftiip flill drop with 
gore before the melancholy and troubled 
mind ? After humanity has recovered from 
the frenzy of paffion, can it look on the 
deep affliftion of bereaved parents — per- 
haps, on the anguifh of a frantic wife, and 
the cries and tears of helplefs orphans call* 
ing for their loft father, and not execrate 
the impious deed ? Will not the profound 
griefs, and the heavy curfe of fo many dif- 
trafted mourners light upon the foul like a 
peftilential breath, and blaft all the remain- 
ing years of life ? — Ah ! revenge, however 
it may be difguifed, or fanftioned by the 
guilty manners of the world, is the cruel 
poifoner of human happinefs. It is daily 
filling the earth with crimes, and is the pa- 
rent of half the miferies thatafflid mankind- 
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On the other hand, the gentle fpirit of 
forgivenefs, which is the perFedion of chari- 
ty, preferves a conftant ferenity in the foul, 
and faves it from thofe rude tempefts that 
would neceffarily deftroy its peace. It im- 
parts to the mind the high confcioufnefs of 
approaching the fummit of virtue by the 
command which it holds over all the paf- 
fions. By quenching the firft fparks of di- 
vifion and diforder, it becomes one of the 
mod powerful principles of focial union 
and happinefs. Where it reigns, a peace 
and order reigns refembling Heaven, " Be- 
hold how good, and how pleafant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. It is 
as the dew of Hermon ; as the dew that 
defcended upon the mountains of Zion; 
for there the Lord commanded the blefling, 
even life forevermore."* This exalted fpi- 
rit of charity is connefted with the beft and 
happieft affeftions of the human heart. 
Nay, afcending far above human nature, it 
derives its origin from that eternal fountain 
of love which is the fource, and the center 
of union among all intelligent beings. The 

• p&liM 133- 
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temper of forgivenefs towards our enemies 
cxercifed from the delightful conftraints of 
divine love, as well as from the confidera- 
tion of thofe dear and tender claims which 
mankind have upon us, by being partakers 
of the fame nature, and heirs of the fame 
frailties with ourfelves, yields the heart a 
perpetual fpring of the moft pure and tran- 
quil fatisfadions. Its pleafures are an in- 
finite overbalance for all the facrifices 
which fo arduous a duty requires. And it 
is perhaps, the belt culture by which to pre- 
pare the foul for that perfefl love, and thofe 
immortal unions that Ihall take place in the 
celeftial ftate. 

3. The higheft recommendation of this 
evangelical difpofition is, that it affimilates 
man to that firll and perfeft Being whofe 
moft glorious attribute is mercy, " Love 
your enemies, faith the bleffed Saviour, and 
do good to them that hate you, that you 
may be the children of your Father who is 
in Heaven ; for he maketh his fun to rife on 
the evil and on the good,aod fendeth rain on 
the juft, and on the unjuft/'* The univer- 

♦ Matthew r. 45. 
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fal goodnefs of the Creator is the moft fub- 
lime example for the imitation of man. 
Every moment he is offended by human 
follies and crimes ; yet, every moment, he 
ftiowers on the oflbnders nothing but blef- 
fmgs. The rain fertilizes their tields — the 
fun brings the fruits of the earth to maturi- 
ty for their ufe. To guilty man every fun 
that rifes upon him in peace, and even eve- 
ry herb that fprings for his benefit or plea- 
fure (hould be a monitor to remind him of 
that benignity and forbearance which he 
ought to exercife towards thofe who have 
offended him. Does not every moment of 
a life prolonged to him by divine mercy 
demonflrate the injuftiqe of hatred and re- 
venge ? Shall a frail and miferable worm 
thiril for vengeance when that Almighty 
Being to whom alone it belongs forbears 
to^ execute it ?* « Be ye, therefore, perfea, 
as' your Father who is in Heaven is per- 
fe£l"f — that is; in the language of another 
O^angelift, '' be merciful as he is merci- 
ful."t 

• St. CTprian. 
t Matthew v. 48. 
X Luke vi. 36. 
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But the moft interefting motive for the 
cultivation of this temper is to be drawn 
from the great aft of divine mercy in the 
crofs of Chrift. •* God commendeth his 
love to us in that while we were yet ene- 
mies Chrift died for us.* Behold that blef- 
fed viftim who, having lived with meeknefs 
amidft innumerable infults and reproaches, 
died with a fweetnefs and patience worthy 
the image and the organ of the divine love 
to man ! While finners were pouring up- 
on him their curies, he (heds upon them 
his bleflings. While they were multiplying 
on his facred perfon the moft cruel outrages, 
with infinite benignity he pronounces their 
forgivenefs, and even makes the apology of 
their crimes — '^ Father ! forgive them, for 
they know not what they do."f Ah ! chrif- 
tians ! what an example to us whofe fins 
were obliterated by that aft ! It is calculat- 
ed to touch the deepeft fprings of the foul. 
Can we hear his gracious voice and not ex- 
tinguifh every hateful and malignant paflion 
which pride has enkindled in the heart ? 
Can we be the fubje6ls of divine forgivenefs, 

♦ Rom. V. 8. 
f Luke xxiii. 34. 
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and ftiall we not be willing alfo to forgive? 
** Let therefore, all bitternefs, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil-fpeaking 
be put away from you, with all malice. — • 
And be ye kind one to another, tender 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God, for Chrift*s lake hath forgiven you."+ 

The reafonablenefs of this duty will be- 
come ftill more apparent from confidering 
the infufficient grounds of thofe averfions 
and refentments that mod frequently dif- 
turb the harmony of fociety — they are con- 
tradiftions to our opinions— offences to our 
pride — oppofition to our pleafu res or inter- 
efts — injuftice to our charafter and reputa- 
tion. 

The moft innocent differences of opinion 
have often given rife to implacable diflen- 
tions between various parties ; and their 
minds, foured, irritated and inflamed, 
break afunder, the gentle and holy bands of 
humanity and charity. It feems as if the 
felf-love of men took their judgment under 
its proteftion "with peculiar fondnefs. Each 

♦ Eph. IT. 32, 
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one is difpofed to make his own reafon the 
ftandard for others, not only in political 
and religious tenets, but even in the man- 
agement of the mod common affairs, and 
is offended at thofe differences that mufl 
ever neceffarily fpring out of the imperfec- 
tion of human nature. They are imputed 
to malignity, to corruption of heart, to 
every unworthy caufe that can juftify our 
refentment. Alas ! how unbecoming are 
conclufions of this kind to wife men who 
underftand the narrow limits of human rea- 
fon, and the infinite prepoffeflions of the 
human heart that give a bias to opinion ! 
Genuine wifdom fearches for truth with 
candor, and embraces it with firmnefs in 
proportion to its evidence; but, at the fame 
time, has forbearance for the weak, has tol- 
erance for the prejudiced, and knows no 
other weapons for the defence or propaga- 
tion of its opinions but thofe of perfuafion 
and conviflion. 

Other grounds of refentment are found 
in thofe offences to pride and felf-efteem 
that are fo often given in the intercourfe of 
fociety. 

LI 
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Not to mention that the infolence and 
difdain of the rich, atid the envy and jeal- 
eufy of xhe poor, which are frequently the 
caufes of miitual hatred and injuftice, are 
equally the fruits of an ignorant pride thit 
has not learned to reft merit on its true 
foundations, the influence of this unholy 
and uncharitable principle is d^ily appea[r- 
ing on the nioft ordinary and frivolous oc- 
casions. The different circles into which 
accident or choice has* arranged fociety are 
made the grounds of a thoufand little inju- 
ries that are fuffcved to ferment in the breaft, 
and to deftroy their mutual candor. The 
circumftance alone of being conhefted with 
different parties, or moving in different 
fpberes is apt to touch the pride of infirm 
minds. You have not obtained that rank 
in particular companies, you have not re- 
ceived that attention from certain per fons 
which you thought was your due — you have 
perceived in them a refervedor haughty air, 
you have feen a fufpicious glance, you have 
obferved a difdainful fmile. Hence arife 
animofities, hatreds, complaints. Society is 
dillurbed with your refentments. Yet, 
when the caufe is examined, perhaps it ex- 
iils only in your own fufpicions. If it has 
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,a foundation, the evil is aggravated by the 
jealoufy of pride. But, be the offence as 
great as your felf-Iove has painted it, is it a 
ground on which you ftiould violate to- 
wards your neighbour all the precious char- 
ities of religion ? A wife man, acquainted 
with the world, fhould remember how of- 
ten thefe appearances are miltaken — a good 
man, pitying the weaknefs that would offer 
hira an unmerited infult, {hould be content- 
ed, like the Roman Emperor, to do nothing 
that deferves to be defpifed.* 

Repeated and pointed oppofitions to our 
interetts or pleafures, as they are hard to be 
borne by the frailty of human nature, are 
too often efteemed a juftification of the 
revengeful paffions. How can I love the 
man, you fay, who, on all occafions, fets 
himfelf againft me ? How can I forgive the 
malice that is perpetually thwarting my de- 
figns, and defeating my bed founded hopes ? 
Remember that you fee his aftions only 
through the medium of refentments that 
difcolour all their objefts. The malice 
which you impute tp him may be nothing 

* Pa^e 254. 
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more than a fuccefsful rivalfhip, and the 
moft lawful ufe of his own rights. His in- 
terference with your purfuits may have been 
wholly accidental, a thing without any un- 
friendly defign. Yet your felf-love repre- 
fents it as a cruel and intentional injury. 
Ah ! how unjuft are your fufpicions both to 
yourfelf and to him ! But, were he an ene- 
my fhall you add to the injury he has alrea- 
dy done you, one ftill greater, by wounding 
your own peace, and putting in hazard 
your eternal falvation ? How much more 
worthy of a chriftian would it be to be fu- 
perior to evil by the force of divine love, 
and, in the riches and glory of your celeL 
tial inheritance, to be able to forget all the 
inferior injuries of time. 

Finally, another caufe of thofe bitter and 
uncharitable refentments that fo often dif- 
quiet the peace of the world, is to be found 
in the tales and whifpers that are continu- 
ally ftealing through fociety, like an infec- 
tious air, and poifoning the fources of its 
happinefs. — That perfon, you fuppofe, has 
done injuftice to your reputation, or fpoken 
of you with contempt or flight. - This may 
be a mifreprefentation as unjuft to him as 
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to you. It may be the work of that ever 
brooding fufpicion only that hatches in the 
fancy nothing but fcorpions to fting and de- 
ftroy its own peace. It may be merely the 
tale of inconfiderate and talkative perfons 
who are con\\nMz[\y fcattcring throvgkfociety 
Jirebrands, arrows^ and deaths and then Jay^ 
like the madman, is it not in /port ? — Per- 
haps it has been infinuatcd to you by de- 
figningmen, who delight in the mifchiefs 
they create, or by falfe friends who ftudy 
only to recommend themfelves by a pre- 
tended and officious zeal for you. — If he 
has fpoken againll you, may it not .have 
been the effect of inconfideration which in- 
I nocence does not feel, and to which gencrof- 

ity of temper will be fuperior ? May it not 
have been occafioned by the influence of 
pernicious flandcrers and tale bearers who 
have prepofleffed and foured his mind ? A 
weaknefs which, a good man will pity and 
excufe. May it not have arifen from dark 
and fufpicious circumftances in your own 
conduft which you have not condefcended 
to explain ? Have you not, with too much 
pride, obferved a certain dillance and re- 
lerve with regard to thefe circumftances 
that leaves fufpicion to imprefs upon them 
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its darkeft colours ? A great wit once faid, 
^' it is neceffary for mankind only to con- 
verfe together freely every day to make 
them all of one religion." With much 
greater truth might it be faid that a free 
and candid intercourfe would make them 
all friends. 

But, admit that he has flandered, that he 
has reproached you, and that you have 
found in him the certain proofs of an ua- 
reafonable enmity, how ought a chriftian 
to retaliate and refute fuch unworthy char- 
ges ? Not by falling into the fame faults — 
not by bitternefs, and clamor, and wrath, 
Thefe are unholy weapons, and are ufually 
the evidences of a weak and vulnerable cha. 
rafter in thofe whoufe them. A mild and 
amiable difpofition, a prudent and virtuous 
conduft is the bell refutation of every ca- 
lumny to the world. And, with regard to 
him, the dignity of meeknefs and filence will 
humble him infinitely more than any refent- 
ments, which tend only to gratify his pride, 
and to give him a malicious conlequence in 
his own efteem, by feeing his .power to dif- 
turb yourrepofe. 
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Upon the whole view of the fubjcft, how 
amiable as a rule of conduft, is the chrif- 
tian law of forgivenefs and charity ! It con- 
tains in it the fublimeft philofophy,as well as 
the principles of the moft interefting civili- 
ty and politenefs of manners. Not only 
does it prohibit contention and hoftility, but 
all thofe rude and unfriendly paflions that 
difturb the harmony of fociety — nay, 
'* whofoever is angry with his brother with- 
out a caufe," violates its mild and benevo- 
lent fpirit. If all men would fubmit their 
paflions and their aftions to its gentle con- 
troul, it would fpeedily render the world, 
now filled with diforder and with crimes, an 
image of the peace and felicity of Heaven. 
I am aware there are delicate fituations in- 
to which a man may be thrown, which will 
render obedience to this law, the laft ef- 
fort of felf-command. But no virtue can 
be perfected without an effort — no viftory 
can be gained without a conflift. Let it be 
remembered that the greater the obftacles 
are which you overcome, the richer will be 
your crown in the regions of immortal 
peace. The duty is of the higheft importance, 
and it will, from the impartial judge of all^ 
receive a proportionable reward.— If it ii 
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difficult, it is not impoffible. And it be- 
comes a chriflian continually to implore, at 
the throne of divine grace, thofe aids of the 
Holy Spirit that ^vilI enable him to culti- 
vate and bring it to perfe6tion. 

In order to avoid contention and wrath, 
cultivate a meek and benevolent temper. — 
** As much as in you lieth, live peaceably 
with all men." Maintain an inofFenfive 
commerce with the world. Let every kind 
and delicate attention mark your intercourfe 
with your friends and companions. Be 
ready, without envy or coldnefs, to render 
juftice to their good qualities — interpret 
with candor their doubtful aftions — treat 
with indulgence their capricious humors — 
caft a mantle of love over their infirmities. 
Aid not the flander, or ridicule thrown on 
abfent charafters ; but make it your benevo- 
lent rule to defend them. Never lend an 
ear to calumny ; nor liften to the officious 
and faithlefs tales brought to you by others 
againft yourfelf, only to difquiet your peace. 
Seek not to intermeddle in affairs that are not 
your own. Efpecially, beware of prying 
into the fecrets of families in order to dif- 
clofe them. Never give way to fudden ira- 
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pulfes of paffion; but check them till you 
have had leifure to confider and reflecl. — 
Imitate the example of the blefTed Jefus 
*' who, when he was he reviled, reviled not 
again, when he fuffered he threatened not."* 
Governed by the maxims «>f prudence and 
benevolence, rarely will you have impor- 
tant injuries to refent — and ftill more rare- 
ly will it not be in your power to curb 
your refentments, and fubdue yt)ur paflions, 
which you have already reduced under ha- 
bitual controuL 

But, if, notwithftanding the clear and ex- 
plicit law of Chrill, and fo many motives 
to the pra6lice of charity and mercy as the 
gofpel exhibits, the poifon of a revengeful 
temper, the gall of bitternefs and wrath 
fhould ftill lodge at the bottom of the 
heart, remember that he who Iheweth no 
mercy fliall himfelf meet with none from a 
juft and righteous God. *' Dearly belov- 
ed, avenge not yourfelves. Vengeance is 
mine I will repay, faith the Lord/'f — 
Haughty and vindictive fpirits ! who would 
pluck from the hand of the Almighty the 

* Pet. ii. 22. 
f Rom. xii. 19. 
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ballance and the fword, look up to that tri- 
bunal where your own judgment await* 
you ; and let the awful majefty of divine 
juftice humble your pride, and correft your 
rage. What right have you to encompafe 
the altars of mercy ? With what plea can 
you approach the throne of grace ? How 
can you dare pronounce that prayer dic- 
tated by divine love in the form of man — 
** forgive us our trefpalfes as we forgive 
thofe who trefpafs agamft us !" Alas ! in it 
you imprecate upon your heads the moft 
tremendous curie. As you forgive thofe 
who trefpafc againft you ! When revenge 
ftill rankles in your heart ! When you hate, 
when you abhor, when you would crulh 
your enemy in the duft ! Juft God ! is not 
this to demand thy thunders ? Is it not to 
tempt, to folicit from thy hands the (lames 
that are deilined to confume hardened and 
impenitent guilt ? Renounce then at the 
foot of the crofs, on which the Saviour died 
for his enemies, all malice and anger — " let 
not the fun go down upon your wrath." 
Lxtinguifh in your hearts its unhallowed 
flames. And let no fires burn there but the 
holy fires of love to God, and love to man- 
kmd. AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE XL 

ON THE PL£ASURES OF RELIGION, 



Psalms xix. ii. 
In keeping of them there is great reward. 

WHAT is the chief good ? Was the 
great inquiry of the ancient fchools ; 
and the different anfwers to this queftion 
formed the principal dilHnciions among the 
various fefts of philofophy. Happinefs is 
the end of all the purfuits of men — it is the 
objeft of all their Gghs. Yet are they al- 
moft ever difappointed in the means that 
are taken to obtain it. They follow the 
diftates of tlieir paffions. And it is not till 
after they have Ibught it in vain through 
€v^ry form of falfe pleafure that they come, 
at length to find it, where alone realbn and 
religion have concurred to place it in obe- 
dience to God, and a life of virtue. Here 
the anxious mind finds a calm and fettled 
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peace whicli it had not known, and whicfi 
It could not know amidll the agitations of 
the world — and here it finds thofe fublime, 
and delightful objects of contemplation, or 
enjoyment which alone arc worthy of a ra- 
tional and immortal nature. Vicious men 
who fee nothing in God but an angry judge, 
the enemy of their pleafures, and who let 
nothing in religion but the rcftraints which 
it impofes upon their favorite enjoyments, 
arc apt to reprefcnt it to themfelves as an 
auftere fervice, and as drawing a deep (liade 
of melancholy and gloom over the whole of 
life. But a good man who has all his incli- 
nations regulated by the principles of rea- 
fon, and the fpirit of piety, will find, in the 
affefclions and the objetls of religion, the 
fources of his fupreme enjoyment. He need 
not afk, like the difcontented world, " who 
will lliew us any good ? God is his chief 
good. " And, in keeping his command- 
ments, there is great reward." 

This refleftion of the pfalmift might be 
extended to (hew the beneficial influence of 
religion on all our temporal, as well as our 
eternal concerns. A rational piety, unmix- 
ed with the exceffes of enthufiafm, or the 
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gloom of fuperliition, contributes to the 
improvement of all the eilimable qualities 
both of body and of inind. By freeing 
the foul from the obfcurinc: mills of fen- 
fual palfion*^, it tends to enlighten and invi- 
gorate thofc pov/crs, whatever they may be, 
^vith which it liath pleafed the Credior to en- 
dov/ it. By retraining pernicious vices, 
and by the moderation ofthe appetites, it is 
favourable to health. Tl:c goocir.cfs and be- 
nevolence of heart which real piety infpircs, 
flieds an inimitable grace upon the manners. 
It gives a purity ot fentiment, and dignity 
of conduct that attraiis efieeni and confi- 
dence from tlie world, and by the habits of 
temperance, frugality, induliry, and inte- 
grity which it promotes, it is friendly to the 
advancement of every temporal intereit. 

Thefcfubje£ls would bear an ample and 
an ufeful illuILration. But I purpofe, in 
this difcourfe, to coniine n^y view to the 
internal comforts that ilow from religion. 
It offers the higheft fatisfaftions to the 
mind — It yields the pureii pleafurcs to the 
heart — It introduces ferenity and peace into 
the breaft — And finally, it affords a fource 
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ofhappinefs that is always within our pow- 
er, that is fecure from the vicillitudes ol* life, 
and that Ihall be eternal. 

1, It offers the highcft fatisfaftions to 
the mind. — ^The exercife of reafon and ima- 
gination, which are its principal powers, on 
objefts worthy their nature, are among the 
chief, as they are certainly among the no- 
bleft pleafures of a thinking being. To 
live without thought, or to employ its ener- 
gies on low and degrading objetts, is to fink 
ouf nature, and to rob it of a fublime feli- 
city to which the goodnefs of the creator 
had deftined it. And what fubjefcls are fo 
great and interefting, and fo well defervc 
to employ the rational facuhies of man as 
thofe which religion prefents to his con- 
templation ? The being and perfettion oi 
the Deity, and his glorious works who in 
xoifdom hath made t/wn all— the aftonilliing 
economy of our redemption through an 
incarnate and a fuffcring Saviour, whicA 
things the angels dtpe to look into— the 
nature of man, folkillfully and wonderfully 
made — the perfe£l law of his duty — and his 
prefentand eternal dellinations. On thefe 
iUblime ideas vicious men likewife may em- 
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\ ploy their talents. But, not dlrefted by 

a fpirit of piety, their views are falfe and 
narrow, their conchifions fceptical and cold^ 
They perceive not that high glow of delight 
which a good man feels who examines into 
them only that he may adore God with a 
more profound fentiment, and offer him a 
more exalted and reafonable fervicc. 

Imagination, alfo derives its moft eleva- 
ting and delightful exercifes from religion. 
Its proper field, and employment is among 
the works of nature, contemplating their 
grandeur, their wifdom, and their beauty, 
and inflaming devotion by confidering the 
indications which they contain of infinite 
power, intelligence, and goodnefs. Piety 
fees God in all things ; and, by its influence 
on the heart, (beds a divine charm over the 
univerfe. The holy pfalmift, in many of 
his compofitions, that are as much diitin* 
guilhed by the fine genius of poetry by 
which they were infpired, as by the fpirit 
of devotion which they breathe, gives us a 
bejiutiful example of an imagination kin- 
dled, and a heart touched by thefe pious 
Tiews of nature. The heavens declare the 
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glory of God, and the firmament fheweth 
his iiandy vork."* "O Lord my God! 
thou art exceeding great ! thou art clothed 
with honor and majelly ! who covered thy- 
felf with light as with a garment who it retch- 
eft out the heavens like a curtain ! who lay- 
eft the beams of thy chambers in the wa- 
ters ! who makeft the clouds thy chariots ! 
who walkeft upon the wings of the wind ! 
O Lord ! how manifold are thy works ! In 
wifdom thou haft made them all ! The earth 
is full of thy riches !"f '* Praifehim Sun and 
Moon. Praife him all ye ftars of light ! 
Praife him ye Heavens of Heavens !"j; The 
writings of this author are full of fuch divine 
cxtafies. A good man cannot read them 
without partaking, in fome meafure, of the 
delightful cnthufiafm by which they were 
infpired. With the fame fpirit, likewife, 
A^ contemplates the works of the Creator, 
and often derives from them the like holy 
raptures. Imagination and tafte, the four- 
ces of fo many boafted picafures to the re- 
fined and cultivated mind, aiford even to it 
comparatively barren and frigid enjoy* 



• Pfa^ms ix. i. 
f Pialms civ. 
% Pfalxns ci^lvlii. 
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ments unlefs they are united with religion, 
and warmed with its facred fires. 

II. Religion likewife yields the pureft 
pleafures to the heart* 

TheprincipSJ enjoyments of life are de- 
rived from warm and regulated affeftions. 
We may be faid to be happy in proportion 
as we love what is worthy of the heart. — 
The reigning affeftions of piety are the Love 
of God, and the love of man. No principles 
of happinefs are fo pure and excellent in 
themfelves, or fo ennobling to human na- 
ture. When we turn our view on the divine 
perfeftion, can any ideas yield fo tranfcen- 
dent a pleafure to a virtuous and pious 
heart, as that infinite intelligence that Iliines 
through all the wonderful ftrufture of na- 
ture, and imprefl'es its charafter on every 
objeft that we behold — as that infinite be- 
nignity that fpreads the light of its beauty on 
the whole face of the world, and which we 
continually experience in the felicity of our 
own lot — in a word, as that infinite caufe 
of all that is fublime, or excellent in the 
univerfc^, that furrounds us whereever we 
go, and thai intimately penetrates our be- 
N n 
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liig. Meditations on thefe divine fubjefts 
are moft worthy of a reafonable and im- 
mortal mind ; and they are calculated to 
introduce into it the pureft confolations, 
and, at fome precious and chofen monnents, 
the holieft raptures. Pious men, with one 
voice, confefs that their happieft feafons are 
thole in which they are moil fenfible of the 
divine prefence; or, in which, approaching 
the throne of God with an humble trukft in 
the divine mercy, they pour out their fouls 
to him in the fweet effufions of gratitude 
and love. " There be many who fay, who 
will (hew us any good? Lord! lift thou 
up the light of thy countenance upon us! 
Thou halt put gladnefs in my heart more 
than in the time that their corn and their 
wine abounded."* " Whom have I in hea- 
ven but thee ! and there is none upon earth 
I defire befide thee !"f Thefe are not the 
enjoyments of an unfanftified, or of a cold 
heart. But, w^hen the heart is renexced after 
the image of God J and formed to the relifh 
of divine truth — when it is created anexo in 
Chrijt Jefus unLo good worksy and animated 
by the fpirit of piety, it enjoys them with a 

* Pfiilms xlviii. 
f Plklms hxiii. 
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fetisfaftion not to be defcribed, and derives 
from the obje6ls of religion plcalures far 
fuperior to thofe that are yielded by the 
world, or that are ever tailed by vicious 
jnen. 

But the divine benignity to mankind 
fhines moll confpicuoully in a crucified 
Redeemer. What a fubjeft of delight to a 
fmcere chriftian who feels his obligations to 
redeeming mercy ! At the foot of the crofs 
he pours the floods of his gratitude, and, 
looking up to the great facrifice of his fal- 
vation, he indulges the holy triumphs of im- 
mortal hope. Blelfed Jefus ! what confo- 
lations flow from thy love ! Where can the 
world open fuch a facred and inexhaufted 
fountain of joy ? " Whom, having not 
feen, we love ; in whom believing we rejoice 
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory,"* 

The next branch of religion confifts in 
thofe kind affeftions that connetl us with 
mankind. " Thou flialt love thy neighbour 
as thyfelf," is one half the law of chrillian 
duty, and is the great cement of chrifliaa 

* L Peter 1. 8, 
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fociety. The ordinary intercourfe of thtf 
world is a cold commerce of intereft, or a 
hypocritical drama of fiftitious feelings. 
And the harmony of fociety is liable to be 
frequently difturbed and broken by envy, 
malice, hatred, emulations, wrath, ftrife, and 
fuch turbulent and malignant paffions, 
which are equally painful to thofe who in- 
dulge them, and thofe againft whom they 
are direfted. True piety, which makes us 
feel our fraternity with mankind, commands 
us to extinguifti all thofe felfifh difpofitions 
which throw men at a diftance from one 
another. If all men were governed by its 
benevolent fpirit, it would transform this 
hoftile and contentious world into an image 
of Paradife. By the amiable reprefentation 
which the apollle giyes of this evangelic 
temper we may eftimate its lovely and hap- 
py fruits. " Charity fuffereth long and is 
kind — charity envieth not — charity vaunt- 
eth not itfelf— is not puffed up — doth not 
behave itfelf unfeemly — feeketh not her 
^^n — is not eafily provoked — thinketh no 
evil — rejoiceth not in iniquity — ^but rejoic- 
etli in the truth — beareth all things — be* 
iieveth all things — hopeth all things — en- 
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durcth all things/'* Many of our moft 
tender and refelhing pleafures arife out of 
thofe kind affctlions that unite us to the 
great family of mankind. And heaven, as 
it refpefts our intercourfe with one another, 
is but the perfeftion of thefe amiable difpo- 
fitions. — Humanity, that meets in every 
man a brother — Sympathy, that enters with 
warmth into the virtuous fenfibilities of 
others — Friendfhip, that glows with gener- 
ous emotions, and binds us to thofe whom we 
love by the fineft ties — Candour, that puts 
on every dubious appearance the mof I favor- 
able interpretation — Charity, that feels with 
quicknefs the diftreffes of the unhappy — In- 
tegrity, that gives to all their due, and is 
unwilling to owe any man aught but love 
— and Generofity, that is more than juft, 
the benevolent overflowing of the foul, are 
principles of the higheft value, not only 
for their ufeful and happy effefts on focicty 
but for the fweet enjoyment which they 
yield to our own bofom. 

The exercifc of friendfliip and benevo- 
lence to others is the way to enfure the like 

^ L Corinthians xiii* 
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returns from them. Or, if we meet witfi 
unreafonable and malignant fpirits, it is the 
beft means to efcape, or to render abortive 
their injurious defigns. How many feuds 
might be avoided, and what quietnefs of 
mind might be preferved, by a meekncfs 
and forbearance that cannot be provoked 
to retaliate the aggreflions, and offences of 
unreafonable men? How many wounds 
to our own peace might be prevented by a 
gentlenefs and humility that does not un- 
necefTarily offend the pride, or invite 
the infolence of others ? What pain- 
ful irritations might be allayed, or would 
never be fuffered to rife in the heart, by a 
candour that is not eafily induced to thmk 
evil, or indulge fufpicions of our neighbour, 
and by a generous prudence and dignity 
of mind that refufes to litten to the calum- 
nies of the world ? — If a man would live 
refpefted and efteemed, and enjoy the ex- 
quifite pleafure of loving, and being belov- 
ed, let him early crufh in his heart the feeds 
of all unfocial paffions, and cultivate in his 
commerce with men the divine principles 
of gentlenefs and benevolence. 
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The fatisfaflions that are derived from 
this fource to a good man, may be eftimated 
by comparing them with the inquietudes 
that fpring from bitter and uncharitable paf- 
fions. Pride, envy, malice, fufpicicn, tor- 
ment the bofom in which they dwell. Jea- 
loufies, rivalfhips, ardent competitions dif- 
turb that ferenity of mind fo effential to 
happinefs. Slanders, difcords and mutual 
injuries poifon individual comfort, and tend 
to rent fociety to pieces. If violent and 
malevolent tempers could attain all for 
which they contend, and moft fuccefsfully 
deprefs a rival, or revenge an injury, th^^ir 
fatisfactions would be infinitely overballan- 
ced by their pains. Turbid and dark, at 
beft, they referable the malignant joys of 
infernal fpirits. 

As a good man enjoys greater felicity 
than others from the predominance of hu- 
mane and gentle difpofitions in his own 
breaft, he likewife fuifers lefs than the wrath- 
ful and refentful, from the injullice and the 
f landers which the envy or the malice of 
the world may aim againft him. They, by 
a rancour that envenoms the heart, by the 
boiling fury of their rage, or by violent 
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proje6ls of vengeance, pierce their own ba- 
foms with deeper wounds than their ene- 
mies had it in their power to inflict. He^ 
by an equanimity of temper, and dignity of 
fentiment, the fruit of confcious virtue, pre- 
ferves a compofed and unruffled mind. He 
dwells above the clouds and ftorms of the 
paflions that afflitl the inferior world, and 
enjoys a ferene fl^y. Even calumny the 
cruel difturber of fociety can hardly di/com- 
pofe his fettled tranquility. Secure in his 
own innocence, he can calmly leave to time 
and providence his vindication. Nay, en- 
abled, by divine grace, to pity and forgive 
his enemies, he enjoys, in this heavenly di^-^ 
pofition, a fweeter fatisfaftion than he could 
derive from the moil fuccefsful plans of 
vengeance. 

III. Religion is favorable to human hap- 
pinefs by the ferenity and peace which it 
introduces into the bread. 

lit frees the foul from the mifrule of thofe 
turbulent and exceflive paffions that agitate 
the world with a continual tempeft. The 
heart thrown into tumult by ambition, ava- 
rice, luft, or rage, knows no relt. Even the 
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attainment of its objcft fervcs only to in- 
flame it with new defires, or to corrode it 
with new cares. " The wicked are like the 
troubled fea when it cannot reft, whofe wa- 
ters caft up mire and dirt — there is no 
peace, faith my God, to the wicked/'* — 
Many of the ancient fchools of philofophy 
teaching that thefe painful folicitudes were 
neceflarily attached to the nature of the 
paflions, it was the aim of their wife man to 
be without paflfions, in order that he might 
enjoy within himfelf, a conftant and unruf- 
fled calm. His temper became by this, 
means auflere and unamiable. If he was 
not moved by the interefts of the world, he 
was often negligent of its decencies — if he 
was not difcompofed by the injuries of men, 
he took no ftiare alfo in their fympathetic 
pleafures. Religion a(fe£ls not that phlegm- 
atic, or that four temper. But, while it 
gives to the afFeftions that moderate indul- 
gence which nature, by implanting them in 
the breaft, intended they Ihould have, and 
which is requifite, both to pleafure, and 
utility, it tempers their ardor, diretis their 
force to lawful obiefts, and renders them 
obedient to the authority of rcafon. Hence 

^ lisuah hii« aO| 21. 
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arifes that fweet compofurc and ferenity of 
mind, fo neceflary to our happinefs, and 
equally removed from the uneafy ftorms of 
paffion, and an indolent infipidity of char- 
after. Solomon, who had thoroughly tried 
the intemperate pleafures of vice, and the 
tranquil enjoyments of piety, gives his de- 
cided teftimony in favor of the latter. — 
*' The ways of wifdom are ways of pleafant- 
nefs, and all her paths are peace."* 

But what I have chiefly in view in fpeak- 
ing of the peace that fprings from religion, 
is that which arifes from the untroubled and 
felf-approving confcience. 

Among the higheft fatisfaftions of the 
mind, are the confcioufnefs of innocence, 
and reflexion on a well fpent life. Vice, 
indeed, often appears dreflcd in fmiles, and 
wears the face of happinefs — but a worm 
within fccretly corrodes and cankers its 
peace, " Like the crackling of thorns un- 
der a pot fo is the laughter of a fool.'* The 
blaze is foon extinguilhed and all that fol- 
lows is difappointment and fhame. The 

• Proverbs ui, 17. 
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firmer cannot look into his own breaft for 
that clear and living fountain of joy that 
continually refrelhes the foul of a good 
man with its pure llreams. When he at- 
tempts to turn his view inward he difcerns 
nothing but crimes and follies, and mifgiv- 
ings, and. fears. Hardly can you render 
him more unhappy than to remove him 
from the circle of diflTipation and to leave 
him alone with himfelf. Harraffed by the 
apprehenfions and felf- reproach that follow 
vice, you frequently fee him take refuge 
from them in principles of impiety and im- 
morality. 

The peace of a good man arifes from a 
pure confcience, from a fenfe of forgiven 
fin, and an humble truft in the mercy of 
God. The forgivenefs of fin relieves the 
heart from an immenfe load. The inqui- 
etudes of guilt arefwectly compofed by the 
hope of divine mercy exercifed through a 
Redeemer. " In his favour is life, and his 
loving kindnefs is better than life." A calm 
and felf-approving mind affords us pleafures 
of the higheft price, not only from the in- 
ward fcrenity that reigns in the bofom ; but 
bccaufe it {beds its own fatisfadions on all 
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things elfe. The univerfe takes its colour- 
ing, if I may fpeak fo, from within ourfelves* 
And the lawful comforts of the world are 
tailed with infinitely a higher relilh when 
they are enjoyed with a good confcience. 
** The fruit of righteoufnefs is peace, and 
the effeft of righteoufnefs, quietnefs and af- 
furance forever."* The beft of men, in- 
deed, are liable to frailties and errors that 
may fometimes difturb the peace of their 
minds. But repentance foon reftores their 
ferenity. And when its tranfient and pre- 
cious Ihowers have been (hed upon the foul, 
the Jim of righteoiLfnefs again breaks forth, 
with greater fplendor and beauty, from the 
cloud that, for a moment had obfcured his 
face. Repentance itfelf is not without its 
fatisfaftions to a good man. There is a 
pleafure even in the tears by which the 
heart is difburdened of an ingenuous forrow. 

The peace derived from religion difplays 
its value in thofe moments chieily when we 
moft require fupport and confolation, in 
affliftion, and at death. " To the upright 
there arifeth light in darkncfs."t ** Yea, 

* Ifaiah xzxii. 17. 
f Pfsdms czii. 4. 
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ihough I walk through thfc valley; of the 
ftiadow of death, yet will 1 fear no ill ; for 
thou art with me — thy rod, and thy ftafF, 
they comfort me/'* But the guilt of the 
finner feems to lie in wait for him at thefe 
diftreffing feafons.t It feizcs upon him 
with redoubled fury when he is already 
trembling before the king of terrors ; and, 
when he is leaft able to endure it, torments 
him with the greateft cruelty. Guilt 
fpreads a deep and troubled cloud over the 
mind that covers it with a difmal (hade, and 
the fpeftres of fear and terrbr ftalk through 
the gloom, and affright the departing Ipi- 
rit. Oh ! the unfpeakable importance of 
a confcicnce at peace with itfelf and with 
God in the intcrefting article of dying ! 
What would not the perifliing finner give 
to obtain it ? For what would the trium- 
phant believer be willing to exchange it ? 
All the pleafures of vice, were they at the 
command of the one, or of the other, would 
be counted as nothing in the fcale. 

IV. Religion affords a fource of happinefs 
that is always within our power-that is lecure 

♦ Pfalms xxiii. 
t Tillotfon. 
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not, by any untoward accident, be deprived 
of them. 

The comfotts that flow from religion are 
alfo fccure from the viciflitudes of life. — The 
men who have conneded their happinefs 
too clofely with the prefent world, are lia* 
ble to all its inftability and its changes. 
They are expofed continually to have their 
deareft comforts taken from them, or blaft- 
cd to their enjoyment. Their pofleflions 
may melt away in their hands, or, by fome 
fudden and unforefeen calamity, may be 
wrefted from them. The friends who were 
dearer to them than their own fouls may be 
torn from their embrace. It may pleafe 
God to lay on them heavy affliftion, and 
to embitter to them all the fatisfad:ions of 
the worjd ; or to bury the world along with 
them in the grave. The grave is to them 
a land of darknefs and horror. And when 
the world is gone, gone with it is all their 
happinefs. 

On the other hand, the divine power 
forms a mighty and impenetrable ihield 
over a good man beneath which he walks 
fecure amidil all the evils and perils that 
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tncompafs his mortal ftate. He is fubjeft 
to external changes in his lot as others are ; 
but his happinefs is independent on them. 
It lies far above this varying, unliable fcene, 
and beyond the influence of its viciflitudes. 
Storms and tempefts may agitate and affli6l 
the lower world ; but he has gained an ele- 
vated fituation above them where the fun 
always fhines. His happinefs partakes of 
the ferenity of Heaven; and the unchangea- 
blenefs of God. If a(fli6Hons afiail him 
they tend only to purify his heart, and to 
conneft him more clofely with his chief- 
good. If the grave receives him, God is 
mil his portion. It is not a gul[)h that bu- 
ries his pleafures, or his hopes — it is the 
gate, already blelfed by his Saviour's paffagc 
through it, that admits him to the full fru- 
ition of them. Nay, when not this frail 
tenement of clay alone fhall moulder into 
duft, but when the univerfc (liall be diflblv- 
ed and fall in ruins ; in the lail tremendous 
convulfions of nature, the good man is 
fafe. The almighty power of God will 
prcforvc him, and plant him in thofe new 
heavens and that neio earth that (hall arife 
out of the chaos. — Blcffcd portion! his 
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felicity fhall be fecure from all viciflitud 
and, It (hall be eternal. 



The richeft treafure of religion is the 
affured expectation of a blefled immortality. 
The moll comfortable hope of the finner 
would be to ceafe to exift at death, and to 
be forever blotted out of the works of God 
whole jullice he has made his enemy. Even 
this difmal confolation is denied him, and 
he is forced to tremble with fearful appre- 
henfions of his approaching doom. But 
when vice has not made it our intereft to 
feek a refuge from greater miferies in anni* 
hilation, it is a bottomlefs gulph into which 
the mind looks with horror. Life derives 
a new and augmented relifti from, the ex- 
pe6lation of future happinefs. And the 
profpefts of piety beyond the grave are fil- 
led with unutterable confolations. " In the 
prefence of God is fullnefs of joy, and at 
his right hand are pleafures forever more."* 
In the bofom of the earth (hall be depofited 
all the imperfettions of human nature. — 
The body (hall arife again from the dull, at 
the lall day, adorned w^ith immortal beauty, 
«^ 

* Pfalms xYi, 
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and the foul fhall be furnifhed with celeftial 
powers. Her habitation fhall be near the 
throne of God, in the manfions of angels, 
and of the fpirits of jufl men made perfed. 
Her felicity ftiall be everiafting like the na- 
ture of God from whom it flows. As it 
Ihall know no period, it (hail alfo know no 
change, but the changes of perpetual im- 
provement. The foul, contemplating thefe 
boundlefs and glorious profpeds, is often 
loll in holy traniport. Tne pains and griefs 
of life, which are only haftening to us the 
bleffed moment of poifeffion, lofe. in a great 
meafure, their power to atflift us. And the 
terrors of the grave itfelf are forgotten in 
the dejire of the believer to depart and be 
with Chrift, which is far better J' **Araen! 
even fo, come Lord Jefus !" 

How bleffed, then, is the portion of thofe 
who love God, and are found in the way of 
his commandments ! " The ftatutes of the 
Lord are right rejoicing the heart. More 
to be defired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold; fweeter alfo than honey and 
the honey-comb. And in keeping of therri 
there is great reward."* - 

• Pfalras xii. 8—10, 11. 



goo On the Pkafares of Religion^ 

The truth, to the illuftrationof whichwe 
have attended, forms one of the ftrongeft 
recommendations of fincere piety to every 
wife and reafonable perfon. The great 
purfuit of man is happinefs. And in reli- 
gion alone is it to be found, which hath *' the 
promife of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come/'* Experience muft have 
convinced the moft of you, my brethren, 
that the purfuits of the world, and the paf- 
fions that conneft us only with the vain and 
fluftuating things of time, have not render- 
ed you happy. They fed you M'ith delu- 
five hopes, while they have embittered life 
with real pains. The phantoms of joy 
glided before you. And, in the moment 
that you thought you were about to em* 
brace them, you grafped an empty fha- 
dow, or pierced your bofom with a lading 
fling. If pleafures difappbinted, paflions 
corroded the heart. Your interefts and in- 
clinations have been continually thwarted 
and wounded by the rival interefts and in- 
clinations of otherrf. But religion points 
cut to you a peaceful and delightful path 
in which no interell can interfere with 

♦ L Timothy iv. 8. 
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yours; for the intercfts of all are the fame 
—no corroding paffion can wound the tran- 
quility of your bofom — no flattering joy 
can difappoint you: but every thing in 
time and in eternity, on earth and in hea- 
ven Ihall concur to promote your felicity. 
Beyond the grave, where the hopes, and 
the works of finners fliall be forever con- 
fumed, the pleafures of piety fhall only be- 
gin to ripen, and attain their compleat per- 
fetlion. The primitive beauties, and the 
innocent delights of Paradife fliall be reftor- 
ed with boundlefs increafe in that celellial 
Eden into which Chriil (hall tranfplant man 
redeemed when he Ihall create the univerfe 
anew. 

On the whole review of religion, whe- 
ther we regard the future, or the prefent, 
we fhall find that, in keeping the command- 
ments of God there is gi^eat reward — Chrif- 
tians ! cultivate its happy temper in your 
own fouls. Invite mankind to its fervice 
by the image of its happinefs in you. Shew 
them the fair example of a mind at peace 
with itielf, and with God ; occupied with 
pure and fpiritual delights as much above 
the power of the world to take away as to 
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beftow; and waiting, with tranquil and 
cheerful refignation, the bieffed moment 
that (hall diilblve its ties with earth, and 
tranflate it to a glorious and immorul ftate 
of felicity in the Heavens. 

AMEN I 



DISCOURSE XIL , 

ON SECRET FAULT •• 

. m 

Psalm ^xix. 12. 

CUanfc thou me from fecret faults ! 

HUMAN Nature is covered with im- 
perfeftion. Confcience daily denoun- 
ces to us errors and follies in our condu6l, 
the guilt of which is fo ftrongly marked, 
that we cannot forbear to acknowlege and 
condemn them. But, a much greater num- 
ber, in the hafty and fuperficial glance which, 
in the midft of bufincis, or of pleafure, we 
throw on life, efeape our obfervation — 
many, when we come to look back upon 
our own hiftory, and examine our condu£t, 
have pafled from our remembrance — and 
many more are covered from the cenfure 
of our own minds by that partiality to 
whatever is attached to ourfelves even by a 
remote relation, that is among the moft 
dangerous weakncflcs of human nature.—' 
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Sins of this kind, forgotten, unobferved, or 
juftified and covered by felf-love, are, by 
the facred writer in the text, denominated 
Jecret faults. 

As it is of high importance to lay open, 
as far as pofliblc, every fource of humility 
that fhould affeft a good man at the throne 
of grace, and to cxpofe to all men the hid- 
den and unfufpetted errors of their lives, I 
Ihall endeavor, in the prefent difcourfe, to 
difclofe their principal caufes and fprings. 
From each of thefe we may derive many 
fafts and truths that may be profitably ap- 
plied for the examination of our hearts, and 
the regulation of our conduft. They may be 
eomprifed under the heads of ignorance — 
of felf-love — of a corrupted ftate of public 
manners — of vicious habits^ — and of falfe 
principles. 

I. In the firft place ignorance is a fruit- 
ful fource of faults that, from their very 
caufe muft be unknown to ourfelves. In 
an uninformed mind, the p^lFions, uncon- 
trouled by principle, will be continually 
gathering ftrength — and every criminal im- 
pulfe haftens to its objeft, freed from thofe 
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holy and powerful reftraints which can be 
impofed upon it only by an enligljitened 
confcience. Ignorance, as 1 here Ipeak of 
it, refpe£ls the laws of duty, and the fyftem 
of divine truth contained in the holy fcrip- 
turcs. For whatever fcience a man may 
poflefs, if his knowledge of thefe is defcftive, 
his heart is, in the fame proportion, laid 
open to the influence of temptation, and 
fubje£led to the dominion of its paflions, 
Sound principles of divine truth early re- 
ceived, and permanently fixed in the mind, 
furnilh the mofl efFe£^uaI motives tt> duty, 
and form the ftrongeft fences of virtue. — • 
Ignorance enfeebles and proftrates both the 
one and the other. It infallibly leads to 
vice. Make for it the moft favorable fup- 
poiition that it is the fubjeft of religious 
impreflion — it is liable to the falfe fervors, 
and the crimes of fanaticifm which it exalts 
into virtues, or it finks into a vain difcharge 
of the abfurd and ufelefs rites and penances 
of fuperftition, wliich it makes the fubfti- 
tutes of duty, and the expiation of its fins* 
If it is without religious impreflion,it is prone 
to plunge into the gulph of profligacy, and 
to abandon itfelf to the unreflrained indul- 
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gence of every vice^ to which prOpenCty, 
example, or habit invites. Is not a great 
part of the reproachful idlenefs, the gro(9- 
profanity, the fhamelefs intemperance and 
obfcenity that fo often difgrace the inferior 
orders of fociety, and offend our eyes, and 
wound our ears even in the pubHc ftreets, 
to be afcribed to that defeA of principle 
and inftruftion that leaves the mind with- 
out a clear light to guide its conduft, or a 
faithful monitor to reftrain its excefles ? 
Thofe who are leaft informed, indeed, can- 
not be wholly ignorant of the evil of thefe 
vices, but, unacquainted with the holinefs 
and extent of the divine law, the high de- 
gree of their criminality is, in a great mea- 
fure, unknown to them. They are covered 
with the guilt bifecretfaults, and are fink- 
ing into perdition, unconfcious of the load 
that is prcfling them down. Will igno- 
rance, according to the falfe hopes of fin- 
ners, exculpate the confcience ? Invincible 
ignorance might ; but ignorance of duty in 
the midft of our lights, arifing, as it does, 
from a criminal abufe of reafon, or a crimi- 
nal negleft of the means of information, 
can only aggravate the guilt of our oilences. 
But fins of ignorance, and this is a truth 
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that, in a particular manner, claims the at- 
tention of every ferious mind, are not 
chargeable on the profligate and uninftruc 
ted alone, but, from the imperfefclion of 
human nature, adhere, in a degree, to the 
beft of men, and furnifh a fubject of humili- 
ty to the moft eminent faints — fins that 
fpring from infirmity or negleft by which a 
thoufand fugitive thoughts efcape attention, 
a thoufand habitual ideas and emotions rife 
in the heart and pafs away again without 
ever being examined, or compared with the 
great ftandard of duty in the word of God. 
Sins that arife from partial and limited 
views of the extent and fanftity of the di- 
vine law,and finally, fins that arife from min- 
gling with the law of God the errors of our 
own reafon, or the prejudices of a miftaken 
education. " Who can underftand his er- 
rors ?" The veil that covers the heart is 
fometimes lifted up, and we difcern in our- 
felves evils that we had not fufpefled. But 
when we have feen all that human weaknefs 
ever 'fees, innumerable vain thoughts w^ill 
ftill lodge within us undifcovercd, and form 
a fubjedt of daily humility and repentance 
at the throne of grace. 
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II. Another fource of fecret faults is found 
in the dangerous influence of felf-love. 

" The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and defperately wicked, who can know it ?*' 
Its deceitfulnefs has been a fubjeft of com* 
plaint to good men in all ages. Hardly is 
there a foible, or a vice of charafter which 
it is not able to palliate, or to conceal. 
Daily we fee it exemplified in the difcour- 
fes and conduft of others, and they, doubt- 
lefs, perceive it in us. But, in innumera- 
ble inftances, its effetls are fo fubtle that 
neither they nor we difcern them. — Every 
propenfity of nature, in proportion to iu 
llrength, furnifties us with proofs of this in- 
fluence ; but, of all the principles of felf- 
deceit pleafure is the moft powerful, and 
opens the wideft field for thofe impofitions 
which men arc daily pafling upon them- 
felves. They are eafily deceived where 
they already wifh to be deceived. Whate- 
ver yields them pleafure they are ftudious 
to juftify. All the falacies of reafon are 
muftered up to defend the favorite indul- 
gence^ and to overcome thofe fcruples that 
fill the mind, and oppofe themfelves to the 
firft approaches of vice. And no conclu* 
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fions ought we to fufpefl more than thofc 
which after much thought and attention, 
we finally drew on the fide of our inclina- 
tions. The greater pains we have taken, 
the more various the lights to which we 
have turned the favorite idea, and the more 
fubtlety and refinement we have ufed in 
framing our ultimate judgment on the cafe, 
the farther, perhaps, we have erred from 
the truth. Thefe anxious refearches, thefe 
ingenious reafonings, inftead of being a fair 
and candid enquiry after truth, may be no- 
thing more than the efforts which felf-love 
is making to juftify indulgence* There is 
fcarcely any degree of guilt which this prin- 
ciple will not cover or excufe. " All the 
ways of a man are right in his own ^yts'* 
Hence the fcience of fclf-knowlege is ren- 
dered above all others difficult and obfcure : 
and however deeply we may penetrate the 
miftery of iniquity in our hearts, an unfa* 
tliomable abyfs will ftill remain in the er- 
rors and the blind nefs of a diftioneft felf- 
love, which we can never fufficiently ex- 
plore, 

III. General example, likewife, frequent* 
ly contributes to render our faults iecret. 
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and unknown to ourfelves, by taking oflF 
from the mind that impreHion of guilt, or 
abating that fentiment of abhorrence which 
vice is apt to produce when it is more rare- 
ly feen. 

In confequence of thatmyfterious fympa- 
thy by which men are drawn together, and 
formed on each others charaftcr and model, 
they Aide infenfibly into manners that are 
continually prefented to view in the public 
example, Cuftom they confound in their 
ideas with propiety. And, in a thoufand 
inftances, we daily fee folly lofe its imper- 
tinence, and frivolity, deformity, and even 
vice ceafe to difgufl when recommended and 
juftified by falhion. The belt of men fre- 
quently perceive their zeal for the glory of 
God, and the highell interefts of human 
nature, languilh through the lukewarmnefs 
and formality that have invaded the great 
body of their fellow-chriftians. They con- 
traft fome taint in their own manners from 
the general licence in the midll of which 
they live. " Becaufe iniquity abounds the 
love of many waxes cold." If they have 
been accuftomed to fee the fabbath violated, 
do they not with lefs fcruple, themfelves in- 
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fringe upon its holy reft ? If they are fur- 
rounded by fcenes of levity and diflipation^ 
frequented by thofe with whom, on othjer 
grounds, they are in the habits of intimacy^ 
are they not liable to fuffer from the con- 
tagion of that contaminated fociety? If 
they habitually hear the facred name of 
the Majefty of Heaven infulted and pro- 
faned, is not the horror of the cuftoma- 
ry impiety leiTened in their efteem ? Is not 
the fpirit of the world, by the force of num- 
bers and example, making daily inroads 
upon the pure and heavenly fpirit of piety ? 
The confcience is rendered lefs fcrupulous 
and tender by the frequency of feeing vice. 
Indulgences that will not bear the rigorous 
left of reafon and the word of God come at 
laft to be regarded merely as innocent com- 
pliance with the manners of the world* 
Numbers' and fafhion become a kind of 
pledge for the innocence of every praftice 
upon which they imprefs their ftamp. Man- 
kind are prone to judge of the truth of opin- 
ions, and the propriety of conduft more 
from cuftom than from reafon — more from 
the example of others than from the refults 
of their own ferious inveftigation, and the 
intimate conviction of their own breafts. — 
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From this error good men are not whoHjr 
exempted ; and example becomes even to 
them, and much more to others, a fruitful 
fource of /ecrd faults. " Evil communi- 
cation corrupts good manners," and, at the 
fame time, hides the corruption from the 
eye of confcience. The greater part of the 
world follow juft as they are led — aflive 
minds prevail over the indolent, and the 
daring over the weak — and the multitude 
of (inners refign their confcience and their 
conduft to the direftion of men more cri- 
minal than themfelves. Ah ! it is not by the 
cuftoms of men but by the law of God that 
we {hould judge our hearts. How many fins, 
that are now hidden from our view by the 
predominant influence of cuftom and exam- 
ple, will be difclofed to us by affliftion that 
ftrips the falfe and feduftive colouring from 
the world — by the approach of death that 
draws forth from beneath every covering 
and difguife the inmoft principles of the 
heart — by the penetratuig light of eternity 
that, flied upon the foul in the article of 
dying, fearches and reveals its deepcft, and 
its darkeft receffes. Oh ! how vain are the 
opinions and example of men, which are 
made the encouragement and jufiification 
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of fo many faults, when weighed againfl: the 
lawand thejudgmentof God. Agood man, 
fenfible of his frailty and his danger, will 
daily confcfs and deplore the evils that may 
be concealed from his view by this unhap- 
py influence, and will ftudioufly difentangle 
truth from the vain fafliions of opinion, 
and of manners with which it is combined, 
and by which it is diftorted. But, finners, 
fefting upon the multitude of their fellow 
finners;, are contented to wrap thcmfelves 
up in a fatdl fecurity till God comes at 
length to rent the veil that covers their 
crimes, and to ftied upon them the dreadful 
and confuming light of his juftice. 

IV. Another caufe of fecret faults may 
be found in the effefts of habit. 

Propenfities or actions that have become 
habitual we are apt to confound with the 
original tendencies of nature, and, equally, 
to afcribe them to the author of our being. 
They operate almoft without our thinking 
of them ; and men feldom take the pains to 
examine their reftitude, or their relations 
to the divine law. If any faults, therefore, 
have gradually grown up with them, and 

Rr 
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become incorporated into their manners, 
they are rarely, and with difficulty cured — 
they are hardly feen as faults. 

Habits advance by fuch infenfible degrees 
that it is difficult to remark their progrefs. 
They fteal us imperceptibly away from the 
fountain of truth, and the ftandard of per- 
feftion. And when once we begin to yield 
to the tendencies of corrupted nature, or to 
the ftream of fafhionable vice, even good 
men may fometimes be borne far down the 
filent and contaminated current before they 
are\aware, till fome palpable mifcarriage 
awaken their fleeping confcience, and ob- 
lige them to remount to the fource of the 
evil in order to purify it. David could not 
have pafled at once from thofe fublime and 
pious fervors that glow in his facred cora- 
pofitions, and ftill animate the devotions of 
the church, to that aft of grofs fenfuality 
and injuftice that was. the itain of his life* 
and embittered to him the remainder of his 
days : gradually he muft have yielded to 
the temptations of his fortune — the habits 
of pleafure muft have infenfibly ftolen upon 
him, till, in an unfufpefling moment, they 
plunged him into the gulph, and, by his mi- 
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feries, recalled him to himfelf, and reftored 
the obliterated fentiments of duty on his 
heart. 

Habit has likewifea paffive influence up- 
on the foul that greatly contributes to this 
dangerous effefl:. Of this influence every 
day furniflies us with innumerable proofs. 
Cufl:omary appearances attraft little atten- 
tion, and cuflomary aftions are performed 
almoft without thought. Hence vices, 
which are common in fociety, and which 
enter into the chara61er and manners of a 
people, come, at length, to be viewed with 
a kind of indifference even by a good man, 
which may expofe him, at fome times, to be 
betrayed into criminal compliances with 
them. Hence faults that have entered into 
our own habits are flightly remarked, if they 
are remarked at all, and they fpeedily pafs 
into an oblivion from which they are never 
recalled. Thefe forgotten fins, however, 
leave upon the confcience an indelible 
taint ; and, not improbably, prove the caufe 
of many of thofe ftrokes and challifements in 
the courfe of divine providence of which 
we do not difcem the immediate caufe, nor 
the end. 
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V. Another and much more pernicious 
fource of faults of this kind is to be found 
in falfe principles. 

The innocence of error, fays a great wri- 
ter,* is the mafter prejudice of the prefent 
age. And a falfe and dangerous maxixn 
has, perhaps, been too generally received, 
that it is of fmall moment y^hzt principles in 
morals and religion men may embrace, it is 
condutl alone which we are to regard ; as 
if conduft could be fafely, or was in reality 
ever feparated from principles. It is a 
truth eftablifhed upon the foundeft reafon, 
and demonftrated by conftant experience, 
that praftice and principles have a clofe 
and intimate relation, and a powerful in- 
fluence upon one another. Whole nations 
have had their charafter and manners form- 
ed by the fpirit of their legiflation, and the 
maxims of their education. And certain 
doftrines are daily, among the wife and 
learned, vindicated or refuted by the con- 
fequences that are fuppofed to refult from 
them. Do we not fee that loofe manners 
and licentious opinions tend to beget one 

^ Warburton, Bifliop of Glouceftcr. 
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another ? The corruption of manners a, 
mong the Greeks and Romans, in the de- 
cline of their republics, gave univerfal ex- 
tenfion to the diffolute doftrines of the epi- 
curean philofophy — and it is acknowledged 
by their own writers that the prevalence of 
that philofophy haftened and augmented 
the degeneracy of the public morals.* The 
fame voluptuous principles, with little va- 
riation, have been revived in modern times, 
and the fame pernicious effefts have refult- 
ed from them. Judge ye what manners 
will be produced by that fyflem which re- 
prefents man as being merely an organ- 
ized fyftem of matter made to perifh and 
be reproduced under other forms like fuc- 
ceflive crops of vegetables, the fole end 
of whofe being, and the only reafonable 
objeft of whofe purfuit is fenfual pleafure.f 
Every reftraint is, by fuch doArines, remov- 
ed from the paflions, every encouragement 
is given to vice. To what purpofe are the 
felf-denialsofvirtucif we perilh forever at 
death,and if we (hall meet, beyond the grave, 
with no reward worthy of its facrifices ? If 

♦ See particularly Polybius book vi. for an account of 
Its cfFcdt among the Greeks, 
t Helvetius. 
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appetite alone furnifties the chief good of 
man, how ftiould honor, friendlhip, juftice, 
or religion, ftand in the way of its gratifica- 
tion ? Such falfe and pernicious principles 
tend, not only to promote vice ; they co- 
ver and proteft it likewife from the cen- 
fure of our. own confcience. Would you 
fee in its extent the criminal conduft that 
may fpring from a brutal philofophy that 
thus fenfualizes the foul ? — Examine thehif- 
tory of thofe men who have been its moft 
zealous and diftinguiflied advocates. Grofs 
and Ihameful often is their p'ublic conduft ; 
but their fecret hiftory prefents fcenes of 
vice, from which piety and virtue muft turn 
away with horror. Nothing can exceed 
the licentioufnefs, the hypocrify, the bafe- 
nefs, the treachery, the cruelty, the total de- 
reliftion of humanity and virtue, of which 
many of the adepts of an impious philofo- 
phy have {hewn themfelves to be capable.* 
Yet, in their principles do they find the juf- 
tification of their crimes,' and they feem to 
poffefs the fatal art of perfuading( them- 

• See the hiftory of the illuminatti in Germany and France,' 
by John. Robifon, profeffor of Nat. Phil, in the univerfity of 
Edinburg ; a work that deferves to be read by every friend 
to virtue and religion, who rs folicitous to penetrate into ;he 
caufes of the prefent prevalence of vice and infidelity. 
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felvcs of their own innoccncy. As one ex- 
ample, let me call to your recoUedion a 
work but too well known^.and yet, among 
the Icaft criminal of thofe efforts that have 
lately been made to corrupt all moral prin* 
ciples — I mean the confe^ons of Rsmffeau^ 
They exhibit to us innumerable follies, the 
eternal caprices of a reftlefs, fickle, and un- 
governable temper, the culpable fruits of 
paflions always exceffive, many very low^ 
and many very fliameful vices. Yet, we 
fee him, in the introduftion of that extra- 
ordinary recital, prefume, with an audacity 
that (hocks the pious mind, to prefent the 
hiflory of his infamy at the throne of the 
eternal, andtojuftify his crimes to his crea- 
tor and his judge who had given him his 
paflions, *^ Let the laft trumpet, faith he,, 
found when it will, I will advance with this 
book in my hand, to prefent myfelf before 
the fuprem? judge — I will boldly fay, behold 
what I have done ! Here is what I thought? 
this is what I have been !" — This man's prin- 
ciples muft have formed to him, the jufti^ 
fication of fo many crimes — They muft, at 
leaft, have concealed from him their tur- 
pitude and guilt, or he could not have dar- 
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duty from want of information, than from 
any natural malignity of heart. It is only 
a mind that has already made confiderable 
progrefs in vice that can dehberately violate 
its own clear and certain fentiments of right 
and wrong. An enlightened confcience 
impoi'es the moft efFedual reflraints upon 
the paffions, which are the principles o/ 
evil in man. It unfolds the law on each 
cafe of conduft as it arifes, and adds to the 
prefcriptions of duty, the moft powerful, 
motives of obedience. Hence it is -diat 
faith, not, as the enemies of religion SLifert, 
a blind belief of uncertain fafts, and unin« 
telligle myfteries, but a clear underftanding, 
and firm perfuafion of the truths of the -gof- 
pel, is laid, -by the apoftles^ at the founda-. 
tion of a good life, and thereby made the 
condition of our falvation. The moft inti- 
mate relations fubfift between duty and - 
truth — And the principal value of truth is 
that it leads to duty. 

This courfe of education fliould com- 
mence from our earlieft years. The human 
charatler is forming from the firft moment 
the fenfes begin to acl. And it is of high 
confequence that nothing but the moft jufl 



) 
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adea^ and the pureft principles of truth 
{hould be inftilled into the minds of chil- 
dren, and the moft amiable examples of 
virtue exhibited before them. " Train up 
a child in the way he ftiould go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it/* " The 
word of God will be a light to his feet and 
a lamp to his path." " It is like a fire, and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces" — it will diffolve it and mould it into 
any (hape. 

I 
The defefl: of early inftruftion in the 
principles of piety and virtue is produftive 
of great and innumerable evils. The pro- 
phet Hofea attributes to it the corruption 
of manners in the nation of Ifrael ; and, after 
anr affefting enumeration of their crimes,* 
he adds, " my people are deftroyed for lack 

* of knowlege." — Both age and youth which 
would make progrefs in the honourable 

N -courfe of virtue, and finally attain wper/'e^ 

holinefs in the fear of God, (hould diligently 

fearch thefcriptures, and ftudy, by all means, 

to enlarge their acquaintance with thefe 

pure and infallible oracles of truth. Let 
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them be your meditation all the day ; and, 
from their precious ftores of knowlege and 
iqftrudion draw all the rules of your con- 
duct. 

2. The tendency of felf-Iove to deceive 
us in the efiimate which we make of out- 
own chararfter, and to cover many errors in 
our conduft, renders it neceffary that we 
fliould often enter profoundly into the prir>- 
ciples of the heart, and the m\)tives of our 
actions, and that we fhould be able to dif- 
criminate the charafters of genuine piety 
from all the falfe pretences, and plaufibic 
appearances of virtue with which we are 
prone to confound them. By a candid and 
faithful examination of ourfelves wc may be 
able to difcover and correft many fecret 
faults that would otherwife defile the con- 
fcience. For this purpofe, often retire apart 
from the world where felf-love is ftrengthen- 
ed by every objefl that awakens the paf- 
fions, and where cares and pleafures con- 
tinually call us out of ourfelves. Fre- 
quently feek that holy folitude, in order to 
converfe with your hearts, where none fhall 
be prefent befides God and yourfelves. — 
Strengthen there your own honefty in this 
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ini|)ortant duty by the confcioufnefs of his 
pure and infpefting eyei and by the recol- 
leftion of the account which we muft ren- 
der at his bar. Judge yourfelves with the 
fam? fpirit with which you fhall be judged. 
It is a duty prefcribed by reafon, as well as 
enjoined by the word of God. Know thy- 
JeLfvidi^ the moil famous maxiiji of ancient 
wifdom — and, in fuch ellimation was it held 
by the moil enlightened people in the uni- 
verfe that they infcribed it over the entrance 
to the moll facred of their temples.* The 
holy fcriptures prefs and repeat it again and 
again — " Examine yourfelves whether you 
be in the faith— prove your own felvcs — 
know ye not your own felves how that Jefus 
Chrift is in you except ye be reprobates ?" 
It is a duty abfolutely requifite in order 
to unddrlland omx Jeer et faults, ^xidi to re- 
move that malk from the heart by which 
the power of felf-deceit is able to conceal 
from men their true charafter. Search and 
try your ways — and, in fulfilling this great 
duty, remember that you fliall fhortly be 
tried at a higher bar by the righteous judge 
of quick and dead. And do thou O Lord 

* The temple at Delphi. 
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mercifully reveal to us the faults that will 
ftill be covered from our own view ! Search 
asy and know §ur hearts^ try us, and knoto atar 
thoughts^ and fee ij there be any vnched way in 
us, and lead us in the way everlq/ltng. 

3. The reflexions to which you have at- 
tended admonifli you likewife to be on 
your guard agiinft the dangerous influence 
of fafhion and example, Fafliion draws 
after it manners and opinions by a filent 
and powerful charm. And each age has 
its peculiar modes of thinking and ading. 
Whatever, therefore, is recommended by 
general example we ought to examine with 
peculiar fcrupulofity, not only bccaule we 
are prone to Aide into the imitation of it 
with an incautious facility, but becaufe ge^ 
neral manners, in the prefent age, have de- 
parted far from the purity andlimphcity of 
the gofpel. The ftream of falhion iccm&, 
indeed, to a certain diftance, to co-incidc 
with that of piety and virtue ; but then in- 
fenfibly feparating from it, it bears away 
thofe who, without caution, commit them- 
fclves to its current. Scrutinize all your 
adtions, not by what others do, or permit, 
but by the word of God, which is the infal* 
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libleleft of reftitude and truth. — ^Ah ! how 
often, in this period of general licence, and 
relaxation of morals, hath a fccret infe6iion 
reached your hearts from that contamina. 
ted influence in the midft of which you live? 
How often hath the fpirit of the world, car- 
ried into your moft holy devotions, left the 
heart ftill barren and cold at the throne of 
grace? How often have criminal, or, doubt- 
ful compliances with its manners left a fe- 
cret taint upon the confcience, and invited 
others to receive with indifference or 
contempt a religion that departed fo little 
from their own habits? — Learn then to fear 
the infefclious commerce of the world — Re- 
tire from the midft of that example, and of 
thofe focieties which you find by experience 
to impair the holinefs and integrity of your 
walk with God. — Do you afk where is the 
forbidden limit ? for, to a certain degree, 
we may innocently conform to the world. 
It is difficult to afcertain it by any univerfal 
rule — One criterion however* is fufficiently 
fure, the thoment that you perceive the fer- 
vor of your affeftions towards your Crea- 
tor, your Saviour, and the objefcls of your 
duty beginning to abate, the moment that 
you find yourfelf obliged to excufe, or be* 
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ginning to make apologies to your •own 
hearts tor certain liberties, that moment you 
have already gone too far. 

If the contagion of fafhion, and fympa- 
thy with the public manners, are able fome- 
times to lead eflabliftied chriftians into fin, 
much more are youth, thoughtlefs, gay, 
eafily attracted by every object of pleafure, 
and fufceptible of dangerous impreflions 
from every companion with whom they meet, 
liable to corruption from the ill examples 
that are every where prefented to their view. 
Seduced by a contagious fym pa thy with fuch 
affociates, enflamed with diffolute pleafure 
they are hurried on in a thoughtlefs career; 
or, if they ever think, it is only to invent 
apologies for their vices, and to find means 
t(? hide their real character from themfelves. 
They envelope themfelves in the mifts of 
their paifions, and think they are concealed 
alfo from the eye of God. Ah ! the thun- 
ders of divine* jullice are colletling above 
that dark cloud that intercepts your fight, 
and, in the moment of your greateft fecuri- 
ty they may bui II forth — when you are Jay- 
tup^ peace andfajcty ! Judden deftru^HonJhall 
covic upon you. In the judgment of God, 
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yowrfecret faults fhall appear to be manifeft 
crimes, and all the deceitful nefs of fin (hali 
be ftript off before his holy and impartial 
tribunal. 

With one more admonition I conclude 
this difcourfe. Beware of falfe principles in 
religion. I fpeak not now of thofe atrocious 
rlo6trines in philofophy that proftrate all 
religion, and cover the moft enormous vices 
under an appearance of reafon. I fpeak on- 
ly of principles adopted by the friends of pi- 
ety that fpring out of the errors of their own 
underftanding, but, mingled with the purity 
and fimplicity of the gofpel, tend to cor- 
rupt it. From the prejudices of education, 
and from a vain confidence in the powers 
of reafon they are prone to confound cer- 
tain notions and abftraftions of their own 
minds with the plain and fimple doflrines 
of revelation, and out of the whole to com- 
pofe one heterogeneous mafs. Their own 
fpeculations, they too often make the bafis 
of their fyftem ; and inftead of conforming 
their reafonings with the divine word, they 
bend this facred ftandard into a compliance 
with their preconceived ideas. This fpirit 
Tt 
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has introduced various corruptions into the 
chriftian church, and, by the afcendency 
which it has given to the vain and arrogant 
pretenfions of reafon beyond its proper 
fphere, has haftened the extenfion of an 
impious philofophy. For, the moment that 
reafon forfakes the guidance of revelation, 
and thofe obvious and univerfal fentiments 
and feelings of human nature upon which 
the evidence of revelation is founded, there 
is no point of reft till it has deftroyed all 
truth, and arrived at a frightful atheifm. — 
Every departure from the divine fimplicity 
of the gofpel, every mixture of falfe fcience 
with its pure and heavenly light, tends to 
obfcure its luftre, and to impair its fanftify- 
ing effeft upon the heart. Blind and erring 
as we are, and fubjeft to innumerable pre- 
judices, arifing chiefly from the influence 
of the paflions, every addition which we 
make to the fimple word of God will, too 
probably, become the nurfe of fome vice, 
or foible of charafter, and mar the beauty 
and confiftency of our chriftian profeflion 
— it covers, under the maflc of a profeflion, 
itiTiny fecret faults. And according as the 
various {^Et^ of religion approach, or de- 
cline from this ftandard we fee them diflin- 
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guilhed from one another by the different 
degrees of their fanclity, by the fpirit of 
their morals, and even by their manners. 

Friendly, from the whole view which we 
have taken of this fubjeft, let me recall to 
your moft ferious confideration the pro- 
found humility that becomes us before the 
throne of grace on account of our manifold 
and fecret imperfedions. The language of 
the holy Pfalmift, will be that of every fin- 
cere and penitent believer — *' Innumerable 
evils have compafled me about — mine ini- 
quities have taken hold upon me fo that I 
am not able to look up — they are more than 
the hairs of my head, therefore my heart fail. 
eth me." — How many fins have efcaped our 
knowlege or obfervation, even in the mo- 
ment of committing them ? How many, on a 
review of life, have efcaped our recolleftion? 
How many have been overlooked through 
the impofing influence of cuftom and gene- 
ral example ? How many have been cover- 
ed by the deceitfulnefs of felf-love? How 
many have paffed for innocent conformi- 
ties with the laws of nature, or have even 
been miftaken for virtues through the effe6l 
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Of this clafs of fins, for the convi6lion, 
and, if poffible, the reformation of the g^uil- 
ty, it is my defign to treat. And, that I may 
render the illuftration the more clear, and 
ufeful,! Ihall divide them into feveral degrees, 
and endeavour, in fome mcafure, to trace 
their progrelFion. — They are fuch fins as are 
committed againft the hght and conviftion 
of our own minds — they are aggravated by 
the abufe of great and diflinguifhing mer- 
cies — or by infenfibihty, or a fpirit of revolt 
under the judgments and correftions of di- 
vine providence — they have attained their 
ultimate progreflion when*they come to be 
committed without fhame — and, efpecially 
when they ^difcover a zeal to enfnare, fe- 
duce, and corrupt others. 

I. They are, in the firft place, commit- 
ted againft the light and conviftion of our 
own minds. 

This charafter embraces every grade of 
them — if it extends to the highelt, it reach- 
es, alfo, the loweft. It is effential to their 
nature. This chiefly conftitutes their guilt 
that they violate the ditlates, and remon- 
ftranccs of confcience, Confcience is our 
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natural law, and our natural judge. — It is 
more — it is the vicegerent of God in the 
bofom of man. All its didates point to a 
higher fource of duty in his will — all its re- 
proaches point to a higher fanftion in his 
juftice. When, therefore we fin againft its 
lights, it is, in the very aft, to defy the au- 
thority of God our Maker. But no fmall 
portion of their guilt confifts in their viola- 
ting that reverence which a man ought to 
have for himfelf, and the law of his own 
breaft. What though the darknefs may 
covcrTiim ? What though no human eye 
may perceive him ? He is his own witnefs — 
that judge is intimately confcious whom, 
next to God, he ought to refpeft and fear — 
before whom crime Ihould tremble, and the 
impurity of the thoughts fliould cover him 
with fhame. 

A good man will cultivate a fine and del. 
icate fenfibility of confcience, that he may 
be able to perceive the minuteft objefts of 
duty, and difcern even the remote ap- 
proaches of vice ; and he will ftudy to il- 
luminate it by all the lights which he can 
derive from reafon, from reflexion, and the 
word of God. A wicked man feeks only 
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to blind it, or to blunt its feelings^; and, 
when he can blind it no longer, he hardens 
himfelf againft its reproofs. And, is not 
he a bold and infolent offender who neither 
refpefts himfelf, nor fears the judge of the 
univerfe — ^who can venture upon afcis of ac- 
knowledged vice in oppofition to the con- 
viftion of his own mind — to the reproaches 
of his own heart — to the majeftyand au- 
thority of the divine law, and the terrors of 
a judgment to come ? 

What then fhall we fay of that flothful neg- 
left, or irreverent contempt of the houfe of 
God, and the ordinances of Chrift which is 
the difgrace of a people who call themfelves 
by his name, and which, in this age of ima- 
ginary freedom from the moft facred ties, 
infefts fo many of the profeflbrs of the gof- 
pel,? What fhall we fay of that intempe- 
rance and debauch, the frequent reproach 
of our focial meetings, and even of thofe 
conventions of the people, held under the 
authority of the laws, where the pureft mo- 
rals ought to reign in a free country ? An 
intemperance that impairs the health— that 
wafles the profits of induflry — that mur- 
ders time — that overturns the habits and 
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principles of virtue — that deftroys domef- 
tic peace, and entails mifery ana ruin on 
thofe who depend upon us ? What (hall we 
fay of that injuftice and fraud that, in fo ma- 
ny ftiapes, has rifen up among us ? Not that 
which is cognizable by the civil law, and may 
be remedied by its tribunals, but that which 
efcapes the eye and the arm of the law — 
that criminal fpeculation that tends, in its 
progrefs, to proftrate moral principle, and 
cafts honor and honefty into the lottery of 
chances — that unfairnefs in dealing — thofe 
iniquitous advantages — thofe impolitions on 
the credulity, the f:mplicity, or the neceffi- 
ties of others which can be proved, or pun- 
ifhed only at the tribunal of confcience? 
What {hall we fay of that ludicrous jefting 
on the mofl facred fubjefts, that indecency 
and impurity of difcourfe, which virtue can- 
not hear without difguft, nor delicacy name 
without a bluih, that diflionour the convi- 
vial meetings of thoughtlefs youth, and, 
fometimes alas ! even of profligate age ? 
What (hall we fay of that ijnpious profana- 
tion of the name of GocJ, and thofe infernal 
imprecations that fo frequently infult our 
ears both among the great and the little 
U u 
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vulgar? JuftGod! wilt thou not at length 
pour out that damnation on the head of the 
finner which he audacioufly invokes from 
thy juftice ? — Can naen plead principle to 
vindicate, or ignorance to excufe thefe 
crimes? No; they are prefumptuous oil 
fences — they are palpable violations of that 
inv\ard law which God hath placed in the 
brealls of man to' regulate his condu6l. 

II. The abufe of great and diflingufhing 
mercies conltitutes another aggravation, 
and forms a new clafs of prefumptuous of- 
fences. 

To enjoy the mercies of Heaven without 
thankiulnefs, efpecially, when we have been, 
in any way, diilinguiihed by its goodnefs — 
and, Hill more, to enjoy them only toabufc 
them, is a proof qf a depraved mind, and 
of a bafe and ignoble heart. Ingratitude is 
an aggravation of prefumption. 

Thefe mercies may confift either in ex- 
terndl advantages of fonune — in intelleftual 
improvements—or in the means of religious 
knowledge and inilrudion. 
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If it hath pleafed God to put it in the 
power of fome men to enjoy the commoa 
bleffing of exillence with more dignity and 
fatisfafclion than others, by crowning them 
with affluence, or raiGng them to honoura- 
ble llations, are not their vices marked wiih 
a guilt proportioned to their mifimproved 
advantages in life? Yet, how often does 
the facility of gratifying their paflions raife 
them above the controul of the laws of God ? 
Perhaps no men are more prone to abufe 
his goodncfs, and to turn it againft him- 
felf, than thofe who enjoy it in the greateft 
profufion. A pernicious idlenefs, protiigate 
manners, impiety and licentioufnels are at 
once their fin, and their difgrace. " Hear 
O Heavens ! and give ear U Earth ! faith 
the Spirit of God, appealing to all nature 
againll thefe crimes, 1 have nourilhed and 
brought up children, and they have rebel- 
led againft me !— The ox knoweth his own- 
er, and the afs his matter s crib, but l/rael 
doth not know, my people doth not confider." 

How frequently, likewife, are their dif- 
tinfctions in fociety made to fofter a fpirjt 
of unbecoming pride, infoient to mankind, 
and unthankful to Almighty God, as if all 
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that they enjoyed belonged to them by -an 
independent poffeflion ; or, were the natural 
reward of fuperior worth and merit in them- 
felves ? — What ! a worm of duil ! a vain 
and gorgeous atom proud of the cruft that 
it inhabits! proud before the Maker of the 
univerfe in whofe prefence all human dif- 
tin6iions are annihilated! Blind and impi- 
ous prefumption ! Thcfe vain reptiles per- 
vert the unmerited bounty of Heaven into 
hoftility equally againft God and man. 

It is a ftill higher crime to employ in the 
fervice of impiety the advantages of natural 
talents, or intelleftual improvements. 

Such talents, or fuch improvements are 
capable of being employed to the beft, or 
the worft purpofes in human life. And the 
guilt of their mifapplication is to be mea- 
fured both by the good %vhich they have 
not done, and by the evil of which they have 
been the aftive caufes. What illumination 
and perfuafive energy might they not have 
added to the principles of virtue and piety ? 
What unhappy extenfion and force have 
they not given to the pernicious caufe of 
infidelity and vice ? Impious philofophers ! 
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licentious wits! who ftudy to (hake the 
eternal foundations of truth and morals, 
and to deftroy the falutary influence of reli- 
gion on the human mind! how many crimes, 
not your own, will at laft be imputed to 
you! 

It is a lamentable proof of the corrup- 
tion of human nature that the powers of 
genius, which {hould difcover to man hi» 
own imperfettion, and the profound and 
unfathomable depths of the divine wifdom, 
{hould fo often ferve only to intoxicate the 
heart, and to inflate it with vanity— (hould, 
inftead of proving the blefling, prove the 
curfe of mankind, by unfettling the princi- 
ples of focicty and morals — ^nay, fliould car- 
ry this prefumption fo far as to attack the 
eternal fourcc of light and truth itfelf,^ and 
place in its room the faint and dubious 
fpark of their own reafon. Ah ! vain and 
purblind reafon ! It refembles a proud in*- 
infeft which, becaufe it can emit a feeble 
and deceptive lufl:re in the dark, ftiould 
pretend to eclipfe the fun by the ilrength 
of its beam, and fay, / will enlighten the 

univerfe. Children of ignorance and va- 

nity] the light of eternity ftiall bring a 
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dreadful refutation of your errors the 

croud of viftims to your delufions that yoa 
will meet there, while they demonltrace 
your guilt with a fearful evidence, will add 
augmented horrors to your condemnation ! 

To our abufed mercies let us add the 
more common but ineltimable bleihng of 
the ordinances and initructions ol the gofpel 
—The lights and the motives which they 
add to duty greatly aggravate the guilt of 
thofe finners who violate or who defpife 
them. Hard mu(t be the he trt which relii ts 
the counfels of divine wifdom, and the in- 
vitations of divine mercy propofed in the 
gofpeL And the truth is, that thofe who 
have broken through the restraints, and 
eradicated the principles of a pious educa- 
tion ufually become di(lingui(hed in vice. — 
They are quoted by finners to the reproach 
of religion, as they often become the re- 
proach of human nature. A finner en- 
joying the light of the gofpel, fins againft 
the ftrong conviSion of his own mind— 
againft the authority of the divine law moft 
clearly interpreted in the church — againft 
the high and interellingprolpects of eternity 
continually prefented to his mind in the in^ 
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ftitutions of religion — and againft the ma- 
Jefty and juftice of God armed to enforce 
his law, and to punilh its violation. But, 
that which chiefly enhances his guilt, is the 
abufe of the divine mercy fo illuilrioufly dif- 
played to the world in the crofs of Chrift, 
and the profanation of his mod precious 
hlood. Defpifed mercy is often more fear- 
ful in its effects than infulted juftice. When 
the prefumption of impiety rejetls the blef- 
fc d vi6lim of the crofs, is it not boldly to 
invoke upon its own head thofe dreadful 
flames that have confumed in our room the 
Lamb of God ? 

III. Infenfibility under fignal judgments 
of divine providence, or a fpirit of revolt 
under its ftrokes, and corrections, adds to 
finning a chara6ler of high prefumption. 

Judgment, as well as mercy is intended 
for the reiormation, and the cultivation of 
mankind. Frequently, when the goodnefs 
of God has ceafed to make its proper im- 
preffion upon a hard and impenitent heart, 
the ftrokes of his juftice have at length 
brought it to refletlion. It is ftated by the 
holy-fpirit, as a charatter of incorrigible and 
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hopelefs impenitence in the nation of Ifrael^ 
that the divine chaftifements were no longer 
pble to reclaim them. " Why, faith be, 
fhould you be ftricken any more ? Ye will 
revolt more and more. The whole head 
is fick, the whole heart is faint." What ftiall 
we fay, then, of thofe who can deliberately 
return from following their fellow fmners 
to the duft, whither they fhall themfeh'es be 
foon conveyed, to all their cuftomary fol- 
lies, and habitual vices ? What fhall we fay 
of thofe who have their hearts torn by the 
moft painful bereavments, and their hopes 
blafted, or their fortunes broken by a frown- 
ing providence, who never ferioufly confi- 
der the hand that fmites them, that they 
may break off their fins by repentance, nor 
lay to heart the vanity of the world that 
they may return to God as their exceeding 
joy? What fhall we fay of thofe who, fink- 
ing under difeafes induced by their own 
intemperance and profligacy, inflead of be- 
ing led to repentance by their fufferings, 
are flill, with their remaining flrength, pur- 
fuing the fame crimes ? What of thofe who, 
raging under their impotence to enjoy their 
licentious pleafures, or writhing under the 
pains which thofe pleafures have planted in 
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a ruined conftitutioh, murmur at the will of 

Heaven, rebel againtt the ftroke, or even 

blafpheme their Creator as the author of 

their miferies ? Is not that a hard heart oa 

which the judgments of God make no pious 

impreflion ? Is not that a bold and criminal 

fpirit that revolts againft the correftions of 

a righteous and holy providence, and that 

will even go from fufFering under the ftroke 

to a repetition of the crime ? When the 

finner arrives to defpife the fear of God, he 

feems to be forfaken of the laft principle by 

which he might poflibly be led back to his 

duty. 

IV. Another ftcp in the progrefs of vice 
is feen in the want of ftiarae, and contempt 
of public opinion. 

The common interefts, and therefore the 
common fentiments of mankind will ever 
be connefted with the great principles of 
virtue and good morals. Thele fentiments 
furnifti the moft powerful motives to order, 
decency, and propriety of condu6l, and 
form, perhaps, the llrongeft, as well as the 
moft delicate ties that conneft fociety toge- 
ther. Laws may be called its chains — 
Ww 
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principles and opinions are its filken conk 
Each fmgly may poflefs fmall force — but, 
infinitely multiplied and interwoven, they 
become ilronger than chains. Nature hatii 
fubje£led us to the fentiments of one ano- 
ther; and every modeft and ingenuous 
mind will profoundly refpeft the opinion 
of the public. Sinners, who are not yet 
abandoned, ftudy to conceal their crimes 
from public view, and to find for them the 
protedion of obfcurity and retirement. 
Therefore are they called the work? of dark- 
nefs^ not only becaufe they lead down to 
the blacknefs of darknefs forever, but becaufe 
they feek for themfelves the deepeft (hades 
to cover them from the eye of the world. 
In the cloads of night riot and debauchery 
endeavour to hide their . enormities — then 
theft and robbery come forth from their 
lurking places — malice and envy fhoot their 
arrows in the dark — there lull fpreads a 
veil over its fhameful and impure myfteries^ 
*^ In the twilight, faith Solomon, in the 
evening, in the black of dark night," the 
bait is laid by loofe pleafure for the unwa- 
ry youth — " He goeth after her flraight 
way, as the ox goeth to the flaughter, or, 
as a fool to the correftion of the flocks. 
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till a dart ftrike through his liver — as a bird 
hafteth to the fnarc, and knoweth not that 
it is for his life."* As long as the finner 
continues to feek concealment for his 
crimes, it is a proof of fome remaining mo- 
defty of mind that is ftill capable of refor- 
mation^ But when vice ftalks abroad with 
an unblufliing face — when intemperance 
daggers and vociferates in the ftreets — when 
fraud and injuftice can come forth with the 
countenance of integrity, and ill-gotten 
wealth is confidcred as a fubftitute for ho- 
nor, and for confcience — when luft feeks no 
veil For its orgies, and the moft criminal 
connexions are avowed without ftiame, the 
laft fences of piety and virtue are broken 
down, and the mind is prepared to go to any 
extreme to which appetite may impel, or 
opportunity invite. 

Does the want of ftiame, it may be aflk- 
ed, mark a higher degree in the progrefs of 
vice than thole charafters of it which have 
been already named — refiftance to the au- 
thority of confcience — ingratitude for the 
mercies of God — and impenitence under 

* Proverbs vii. 9, ftc. 
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his correftions ? — It does — men are often 
reftrained, by a principle of decency, from 
public and open vice long after they ha\^ 
loft the fear of God. Accordingly the pro- 
phet fpeaks of it as the confummaiion of 
the crimes of Ifrael, and the fure prefage of 
the deftruftion df the nation. " Were thejr 
alhamed when they had committed abomip 
nation ? Nay, they were not at all a(hamed, 
neither could they blufh: therefore they 
(hall fall among them that fall ; at the time 
that I vifit them they fhall be caft down 
.faith the Lord."* 

But, it is the proof of a ftill more obdu- 
rate mind when the profligate has arrived 
?it the raonftrous vanity of glorying in his 
fliame. It is not enough for him to have 
overcome the modefty of nature, and to for- 
get, or to dcfpife the awful cenfure of the 
world ; he hardens his countenance into 
brafs, infults the public manners and fenti- 
ments,and braves the terrors of the Supreme 
Judge of Heaven and earth. Sometimes 
we fee the horrid fpeftacle of youth who 
boaft their fcenes of riot and debauchery— 

• Jeremiah yu ij» 
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%vho triumph over tlic innocence they have 
betrayed — who repeat in the midft of blaf- 
phemies, their feats of intemperance and 
licentioufnefs — ^who, not contented with 
fearing the night with their crimes, dare to 
pollute the day with their Ihameful recital — 
who glory in being bealts, rather than in 
being men* Ah ! what a corrupted taftc ! 
vhat hardened hearts ! 

Another clafs of thefe worthlefs men, 
equally weak in their underftandings, and 
corrupted in their morals, left you Iho^ild 
fufped them of principle, or of being influ- 
enced by any remains of a virtuous and pi- 
ous education, which they wilh to be for- 
gotten, boaft even of vices of which they 
have not been guilty, and are ambitious of 
appearing adepts in iniquity before they 
have been able entirely to fhake off the 
power of confcience, and the modefty and 
timidity of their firft habits. They boaft of 
licentious fcenes, in which they have not 
been engaged, and of ruined chaftity which 
they have never had the effrontery to at- 
tempt. Wretches ! defpicable to their com- 
panions, and worthy the abhorrence of all 
good men ! even chriftian charity can hard- 
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ly forbear to mingle an indignant contempt 
along with her compaffion for their deplo- 
rable folly. 

But to virtue the moft contemptible, and 
to piety the moft afflitling example of this 
kind, is an old and decrepid fmner boaft- 
ing the profligacy of his youth. When 
indulgence has loft its relifh — ^when paflion 
is no longer an excufe for folly — ^when vice 
has no charms but in remembrance, to fee 
the decayed and miferable remnants of a 
man exhauftedin the fervice of fin, having 
no refource within himfelf, and in the affec- 
tions and hopes of religion, endeavouring 
to excite his wafted appetites, and to tickle 
a fenfual imagination by the recoUeftion of 
fcenes of brutal pleafure, is among the moft 
deplorable of all objefts. Age glorying in 
its ftiame feems to be the neareft refemblance 
on earth of infernal fpirits who purfue 
abfolute wickednefs without interelt, and 
triumph in it without enjoyment. 

V. The ultimate degree in that fatal pro- 
greffion of vice which I am endeavouring 
to trace confifts in a zeal to infnare, feduce, 
and corrupt others. 
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Aftivity to iextend the principles,, and 
augment the numbers of a party is one of 
the moft unequivocal evidences of fincerity 
in its caufc. Many vicious men, contented 
with being guilty therafelves, are willing to 
leave the reft of the world to follow their 
own inclinations. But the zealous parti- 
zans of impiety are ever ready to exert all 
their talents to give a pernicious extenfion 
to their corrupted principles. Haftening 
to ruin them Pelves, they are folicitous to 
draw others with them to the fame perdition. 
— Some, through a perverted fociability, 
defire companions in their crimes only to 
increafe their own enjoyments. Knowing 
no other fatisfaftions but thofe which vice 
affords, they efteem religion merely as the 
refource of our.laft moments when all the 
pleafures of the world are about to forfake 
us — or the occupation of weak minds who 
know not how to enjoy life. Having cor- 
rupted their tafte to the relifti of the moft 
impure and tainted ftreams, they are not 
fatisfied unlefs they ftoop to drink of every 
ftagnant and filthy puddle that has gathered 
in their way — others, deriving confidence 
from aflbciates In guilt, are the more ambi- 
tious to diffeminate the poifon of their im- 



352 On Public Vices. 

piety • Notwithftanding their a (Turned au- 
dacity, fomething within ftill fecretly mir- 
gives them, and mixes an uneafy doubt at 
the bottom of their pleafures. The appre- 
henfions of guilt require, the influence of 
numbers to allay them, and to reftore con- 
fidence to the heart. The (inner is a coward 
who often depends for his fecurity and cour- 
age on the example of others. Hence that 
• fcandalous zeal which the profligate frequent- 
ly difcover to fcatter the contagion of irreli- 
gious principles and to fpread the infeSion 
of licentious manners. — But, not a few, ftiU 
more malignant, ftudy to corrupt the mor* 
als of others through enmity to the pure and 
humble fpirit of piety. The bitternefs of 
their hearts they vent in keen reproaches, 
and infulting feoffs— by feducing the unwa- 
ry, and ofiering themfelvcs as leaders to 
thofe who are yet but juft entering on the 
paths of vice. Above all, if they can fllake 
the faith of a believer in Chrift, or corrupt 
one whofe firft inclinations were in favour 
of religion, with what malicious fatisfaftion 
they contemplate, or wiih what infolent 
mirth they triumph over, their deluded 
prey ! It is not their own enjoyment 
which they feek in particular a6ts cf vice, 
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jJOr the heighteiied ehjoyitoent which aflb- 
ciates in iniquity confer^ but they derive an 
infertial pleafure frorti the ruin of innocence 
itfelf. Their malignity is gratified by being 
themfelves the iriftriiments of corrupting it. 
— ^This appears to be the laft ftage of impi- 
ety upon earthy and contains the moft open, 
daring, and criminal hoftility againft truth 
atnd virtue. 

In this clafs of fmners may be ranked, 

likewife, thofe numerous writers and artifts 

who endeavour to currupt the public mo- 

tals by debauching the imagination, or by 

vitiatirtg the public tafte for ariiufement and 

pleafute. In the former, we often fee vied 

rendered mt>re fedufiive by an enchanting 

brilliancy of genius. The latter go drred- 

ly to de^prave the heart <hrough the organs 

of the fenfes. Seducing images, indecent 

piftufes, loofe fcenes, and an immodeft wit 

contribute their aid to fpread the infedlion 

of vice. Even thofe low diverfiohs, which 

in many places are fo eagerly fought after, by 

affembling the idle, the thoughtlefs, and the 

diffipated, and debafing the tafte, arehaften- 

ing the degeneracy of manners. — But what 

ihall welay of thofe brorhels of loofe plea- 

X X 
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fure, and thofc places of ruinous ' gaming 
where youth fo often throw away virtue, and 
honor and eftate and health ? Temples 
are they of iniquity — ^houfes of peftilence 
whence the moft dire contagion is fpread 
through fociety. How criminal are the 
leaders and a6lors in thefe fcandalous and 
corrupting fcenes ! Nor are thofe who en* 
courage them by their prefence, or fupport 
thertiby their contributions, free from a j 
deep guih. ! 

To thefe pernicious corrupters of man- 
kind are to be added the pretended philofb* 
phers who, in the prefent age, are fo aflid- 
uoufly ftriving to undermine the founda- 
tions both of natural, and of revealed reli- 
gion. And for what end ? Is it for the 
love of virtue? Alas! the very bafis of 
virtue is dellroyed when religion is uken a- 
way— Is it, as they fo often profefs, through 
regard to the interefts of fociety, and the 
happinefs of mankind? Ah! fociety with- 
out religion would foon become a chaos of 
paffions and of crimes. What then is the 
motive of all this ingenious but perverted 
induftry ? Is it not to be found in enmity 
of heart againft that purity and holinels 
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^hich religion requires ? Is it not fonie vice 
of charafter that renders them obnoxious 
to the awful fanftions of religion. But, 
-whatever it be, no fins can be more fatal in 
their confequences, or draw after them a 
greater train of ruin. Youth is corrupted 
— the foundations of fociety are ftiaken — 
reverence for the Deity is annihilated — his ' 
providence is denied — his jullice fet at de- 
fiance — his love in the redemption of the 
world profaned and infulted — the bleiTed 
Saviour again rejeded of men ! — ^If a zeal 
to make profelytes to the pernicious caufe 
of impiety and vice is among the higheft 
degrees of open and prefumptuous finning 
— ^if a fatal fuccefs aggravates the guilt, how 
criminal are you ye corrupters of the age ! 
If the blefling of thofe who are ready to 
perifh fliall come upon the good man who 
hath contributed to their lalvation, furely 
upon you fliall come the blood and the 
curfe of thoufands who have been deftroy- 
ed by your influence ! 

The iIIufl:ration of this fubjeft has run in- 
to fo great length that your cxhaufted time 
will not permit me to make the numerous 
xefleftions that naturally arife from it, and 
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might be profitably improved. I fti^ill c<» 
tent myfelf with one or two. 

The firft idea that fuggefts itfelf is the ia* 
fidious. nature, and the dangerous progret 
fion of vice. No man becomes abandoned 
at once* Secret faults precede open, an4 
public vices — and, among thefe laft there 
is a wide diilance between the firft violations 
of known duty, and that hardened profiiga^ 
cy which learns at length to fin wiihoui 
fliame. Beware, therefore, of the beginnings 
ef vice — they are like the lettiqg oiit of 
water which foon encreaies to a mighty 
flood. Its habits are incelTantly advancing^ 
and men frequently arrive, in the progrels 
of time, calmly to p/erpetrate crimes oo 
which they would 013.ce h^ve looked with 
a degree of horror. Break off^ in feafoii^ 
your Jim by repentance^ and return unto, lM 
J^ord and he will have mercy upon you, and 
to our God and he will abundantly pardon 
you. But remember that theie. i& a point 
of impiety beyond which there is no more 

Jdcrifice for Jns.-r Deplorable is his Hate 

who has corrupted, or filenced the judge 
within him — who has torn away all the re* 
ftraints of that internal law ia bis owo 
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br^aft-^wha has violated confcience tiU it 
lias ceafed to fpeak. If he has. arrived to 
£p in peace, it is only becaufe he is aban- 
doned of God, his peace \^ the dreadful 
calm that precedes a ftorm — and God is 
preparing the thunders that {hall ayenge 
|iis infulted truth and juftice. Hqw fearful 
are his decrees ! *^ Becaufe I have called and 
ye refufed. I have llretched out my hand 
and no man regarded — but ye have fet at 
naught all my counfel and would none of 
my reproof, I alfo will laugh at your cala- 
mity, I will mock when your fear cometh ; 
when your fear cometh as defolation, and 
your deflru6Uon cometh as a whirlwind ; 
when diftrefs and anguiOi cometh upon you. 
Then ftiall they call upon me but 1 will 
not anfwer, they (hall feek me early, but 
they (hall not find me : for that they hated 
knowlege and did not chufe the fear of the 
Lord. They would none of my counfel— 
they defpifed all my reproof: therefore they 
fliall eat of the fruit of their own way, and 
be filled with their own devices."* 

It would be in vain to addrefe a reproof 
or an admonition to thofe Imrdened offea- 
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dcrs who have arrived at the highcfl: de- 
grees of vice — ^who have grown infenfibJe 
to ftiame — ^who have become apoftles of 
impiety, and leaders in profligacy. Sel- 
dom are they to be found in the houfe of 
God. They voluntarily place themfelves 
beyond the reach of our remonftrances. 
I can only hold them up as beacons for 
your warning, — Ah ! my young friends ! 
let not the fatal progrefs of your own fol- 
lies mark you out hereafter as beacons for 
the warning of others. Beware of the ex- 
amples and the folicitations to evil that af- 
fail you on every hand. The time cometh 
faith the apoftle, when the wicked men andje-- 
ducersjhall wax worfe and worfe. Is not 
that time now ? Hardly can youth walk 
abroad without meeting with criminal ob- 
jefts to invite, dangerous companions to 
folicit, fcenes of temptation to corrupt 
them. Ah ! how indullrious are the cham- 
pions of vice ! Inceffant in their labours to 
corrupt and to deftroy — afliduous in mif- 
chief, as if they were honeft men employed 
in a good caufe, hardly can you efcape the 
innumerable fnares which they have laid 
for you. Truft not thofe falfe illuminations 
to which the vain pretenders to a monopo- 
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ly of reafon have boldly laid claim, while 
i they have only poifoncd the minds of youth, 
corrupted manners, and torn afunder all 
the moral bands of fociety. Impious fana- 
tics ! illuminated only to themfelves, and in 
J the vifions of their own fancy ! another age 
will hold them in merited contempt — ^this 
age ought to pour upon them that indigna- 
tion which is due to their multiplied crimes. 
Retire from the contagion both of their 
prefumptuous folly, and their prefumptuous 
fins. And may the Father of lights impart 
to you that xmfdom that cometh from abovey 
that is pure, and full of good fruits^ for 
Chrift'sfake! 

AMEN! 
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DISCOURSE XIV. 

ON DEATH. 

*Kt VNCElTAmTY OF THAT IMTEKISTING STSIIT* 
Am* TIA PtO»BA IMPAOTKIIBNT OV IT. 



Matthew xaciv. 42. 

Waicfh therefore, for ye know not what hour 
y&ur Lord will comve. 

THE end of the world, and the period 
of life, to both which events our Sa- 
viour in this paflage feems to refer, are 
equally involved in profound uncertainty^ ; 
yet is it, perhaps of equal importance that 
we fhould always expeft them, and always 
{land prepared to meet them. The judg- 
ment only announces to the univerfe the 
fentence that pafles upon every foul at its 
feparation from the body. The uncertain- 
ty of this latter period on which only I 
wilh, at prefent, to fix your attention, ought 
continually to occupy the mind with the 
moft interefting reflections. While the 
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JSridegroom delays his comings thofe who arc 
in vraiting, expeftinghis appearance, (hould 
preferve their lamps trimmed and burning : 
and the exhortation which he addreffed to 
the virgins in the parable headdreffes to 
all — watch, for ye know not what hour your 
Lord TJoiU come. Yet is there no event 
which men are more prone to forget — 
which they ftudy more to exclude from 
their thoughts than that which is forever to 
break their ties with this world, and to fix 
beyond it their immutable deftiny. As it 
was in the days of Noah, in the age before 
the ^ooA, fojhall it be alfo in the days of the 
Son of Man, and fo is it commonly, in the 
cafe of each individual, with regard to that 
filent and conllant flood that is fweeping 
before it all the inhabitants of the earth— 
they did eat, they drank, they married wives ^ 
they were given in marriage until the day 
that Noah enta'ed into the ark : and the flood 
came and dejtroyed therm all. Men are en- 
gaged in bufinefs, or in plea Cure, in the 
plans of ambition, in the fchemes of ava- 
rice, in the cares of fortune, in the purfuits 
of amufement, in the whirl of folly, till ap- 
proaching, by imperceptible degrees, the 
Yy 
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verge of the grave, in one dreadful mo- 
ment of furprize, they plunge into it. 

That we (hall die, is a truth fo maaifeft, 
and fo frequently repeated, that it hath al- 
moft ceafcd to be felt. And the uncertainty 
of the time of our departure hence, which 
ought to keep it ever prefent to our view, 
is that very circumftance which human 
corruption lays hold of to make us forget 
it altogether. 

This fearful uncertainty (hall be the 
whelejubje^ of our meditation at prefent. 

It is a fubjeft, however, fo frequently- 
treated of, and fo conftantly prefentcd to us 
in the whole courfe of providence, that 
nothing new, nothing, indeed, that is not 
trite can now be faid upon it. All that I 
can hope is to recall to your memory a few 
of thofe ideas which you have heard a 
thoufand times repeated, and to endeavour 
to give them, if poflible, a new impreflion 
on the heart. 

" Of that hour knoweth no man." Ac- 
cordingly we fee the feeble and the ftrong> 
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the humble and the great, the young and 
thofe in middle life, infancy and age min- 
gled promifcuoufly in the duft. Death 
equally ftrikes at all ; and every moment 
from the cradle to the grave ftiould be re- 
garded as the poffible moment of our own 
departure. Men are furpriled in the midft 
of bufinefs, in the midft of pleafure, in the 
midft of the moft firm health, in the midft 
of the flattering profpe&s of fortune 
that are opening round them — taken in the 
moments when they are leaft thoughtful, 
and, in their own apprehenfions, the farth- 
eft from danger. 

Life is a fountain fed by a thoufand 
ftreams that perifhes if one be dried — It is 
dijilver cord twifted with a thoufand firings 
that parts afunder if one be broken. Frail 
and thoughtlefs mortals are furrounded 
by* innumerable dangers which make it 
much more ftrange that they efcape fo long 
than that they almoft all perifli fuddenly at 
laft. We are encom palled with accidents 
ever ready to crufh the mouldering tene- 
ment that we inhabit — The feeds of difeafe 
are planted in our conftitution by the hand 
of nature — The earth and the atmofphere. 
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whence we draw our life, are impregnated 
with death — Heahh is made to operate its 
own de{lru6lion — The food that nourifhes 
the body contains the elements of its decay 
— The foul that animates it by a vivifying 
fire tends to wear it out by its aftion — 
Death lurks in ambulh about all our paths. 

Notwithftanding this is a truth fo palpa- 
ble, and confirmed by daily examples before 
our eyes, how little do we lay it to heart ? 
We fee our friends and neighbours perifliing 
around us, but how feldom does it occur to 
our thoughts that our own knell, perhaps, 
fhall give the next fruitlefs warning to the 
world. 

Would you have a pifture of human fol- 
ly and inconfideration ? Imagine a multi- 
tude of children blindfold, and engaged in 
thoughtlefs I'ports, while death is walking in 
the midll of them fliaking a fatal dart. He 
pierces one, and then another arid another — 
Deftruftion overtakes them — their agonies 
feize upon them ; but they know not 
whence the evil comes. The furvivors are 
aftoniflied for a moment ; but, not percei- 
ving the cruel murderer, they play on, and , 
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the next moment they are pierced them- 
felves. This is an image of men. They 
are blind to their approaching fate till it has 
overtaken them. That uncertainty which 
Ihould forever place it before their eyes, 
they make the means of banifhing it from 
their thoughts. All grounds are affumed 
by them, however contradi6lory, to flatter 
themfelves with the delufive hopes of life. 
The healthy expeft to live, becaufe they do 
not perceive in themfelves the fymptoms of 
decay — The infirm expcft to live, becaufe 
their infirmity has become a habit — The 
young expert to live, becaufe they have not 
lived fo long as others — And the old, be- 
caufe they have lived longer. Who ex- 
pefts his laft ficknefs till it has overtaken 
him? Who of the fick apprehends hefhall 
. die till his cafe has become defperate ? And. 
even in the laft agonies, frequently, does he 
not look to find fome flired of hope, becaufe 
life is ftill poflible ? — Oh ! fatal deceiver ! 
that forever blinds the finner and cheats 
him of his falvation ! that infatuates him 
with the world and makes him unmindful 
of his eternal ftate ! that perfuades him to 
truft to life, and hides the importance, and 
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even the certainty of dying in the uncer- 
tainty of the time of death ! 

If God, in fome clear and manifeft way, 
fhould indicate to us, as he did to Hezekiaii^ 
the term of our years, and give us afliir- 
ancc that, at fuch an appointed time, we 
fhould die, would not that fixed period con- 
tinually occupy our minds ?* Could we fuf- 
fer ittoefcape a moment from our thoughts ? 
Hurried perpetually acrofs the interval be- 
tween us and that inflant that fhould decide 
our everlafting ftate, it would appear too 
ftiort for the work we fhould have to do in 
it* The image of death, forever prefent, 
would efface the impreflfions of the world — 
it would render unlawful pleafures infipid 
. and difgufling — we could feel no other in- 
terefls but thofe that connefted us with eter- 
nity. — If then death, feen at a diflance, but 
at a certain and determined period, would 
fo alarm, would fo occupy our thoughts, 
would fo detach the heart from the world, 
is it not extreme folly to fuffer this folemn 
and interefling event, now, that it may ar- 
rive every moment, to flip from our minds? 

♦ Maffillon. 
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Yet, fuch is the infatuation of men ! — death, 
that is ever at the door — death that is rea- 
dy to furprife them at thofe feafons when 
they leaft think of it — death is forgotten — 
and leaves the world, their paffions, and 
their vices in full dominion in the heart* 
Like the fool they fay, my foul! take thine 
eafe, thou haft much goods laid up for many 
years : and becaufe it is not clearly and un- 
equivocally denounced to them, this night 
thy foul fkall be required of thee, they live as 
if they were to live here forever. 

Did this uncertainty regard merely the 
time, the place, or the manner of our de- 
parture hence, it would be a fubje6l of com- 
paratively little moment. To a fincere 
chriftian whofc eternal interefts are fecure^ 
it can be of fmall importance indeed whe- 
ther he makes his change now or hereafter, 
according to the ordinary courfe of nature, 
or by fome more fudden and unforefeen ac- 
cident. In the favour and proteftion of 
God he is always fafe. Whenever he leaves 
the world, he is delivered from a pain- 
ful exile and brought, with unfpeakable joy, 
into tlie prefence of his heavenly Father.— 
If he arrives by a fhorter, or a rougher path 
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than others, ftill he haftens home with de- 
light, and the glorious recompence of his fi- 
delity makes him forget all the dangers of 
the way — But the dreadful uncertainty to 
thofe who are wit/wut God, and withoiU Chrifi 
in the worlds is the uncertainty of their falva- 
tion. — Eternal happinefs, and eternal mife- 
ry are placed at the end of their courfe, and, 
as yet, they know not which fhall be their 
portion. Onwards they are prefling through 
a fliort and doubtful pilgrimage, blindfold, 
and carelefs of the deltiny that is before 
them. Ah ! my brethren ! — ^what is it you 
leave in this fearful ftate of doubt ? The 
immortal intetefts of your fouls ! — ^Yoa 
Hand between Heaven and Hell, and it is 
not yet decided whether, with Lazarus, you 
fhall be borne by angels into Abrahams bojom^ 
and the eternal manfions of theblefled, or, 
with the rich finner, you (hall fink down to 
unquenchable burnings whence you fhall lift 
your eyes in vain to the throne of mercy, hew- 
ing in torments. You are haflening to eter- 
nity — Concerns of infinite, and everlafting 
confequence hang on one brief, uncertain 
moment. Is this a fituation in which you 
can poiTefs your fouls in tranquility ? Can 
you compofe yourfclves to peace, and com- 
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itiit your immortal happinefs to hazard ? 
Can any zeal, can any labours be too great 
to eftablifti it upon Iblid and immoveable 
foundations ? and to flied upon your laft 

moments the bleffed light of hope ? Oh ! 

remember that this is not like the common 
uncertainties of life in which we may learn 
leffons of wifdom and prudence from our 
errors themfelves, and time may enable us 
to repair the efFefts of paft mifcarriages — 
mifbarriage here is irretrievable: — the defti- 

nies of eternity are unchangeable. God, 

who is the fovereign arbiter of the times 
and allotment? of men affigns to fome a 
longer, to others a (horter period — but, to 
none does he ever permit a repetition, or a 
prolongation of their trial. Death is the 
point that fixes their ftate for eternity. — 
According to the deeds done in the body 
they (hall be judged. All their works prefs 
round the foul in that important and deci- 
five moment, and follow her to the great 
tribunal. If they have been evil, no refource^ 
no hope remains. On fhe mufl: go to her 
deftiny. Neither prayers, nor tears, nor 
vows, nor the anguifli of perifhing guilt can 
change, or fufpend the fatal decree. 
Z z 
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When we refileft, then, on the extreme un- 
certainty of life, and the infinite importance 
df dying well, what can juftify that impru- 
dent, that unaccountable forgetfulnefs of 
death in which the great mafs of mankind 
feem profoundly buried? My young friends! 
do you rely upon your youth, as if juft 
entering on the morning of life, they had a 
long day before them, and ample time to 
indulge in pleafure ? Ah ! youth is a ten- 
der flower that often decays as foon as it is 
blown. The tendernefs and delicacy of 
the human frame in this period, its pafiions^ 
its exceffeSjits indifcrctions, its inexperience 
render it more expofed than any other age 
to fatal accidents- Do you truft to the vi- 
gor of your health? Not to mention how 
often we have feen habitual decrepitude and 
infirmity wrapped in the fame thoughtleff- 
nefs of their approaching change, what is 
health but a vapour fcattered by the light- 
eft breath ? What is vigor but augmented 
fuel for the moft violent diforders ? How 
often have we feen the moft luxuriant 
ftrength fuddenly fall under the all-deftroy- 
ing^cythe of death, as if God had mowed^ 
it down on purpole to (hew how little we 
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ought to confide in it? If it were more du- 
rable than it is, what is the longed life al- 
lotted to man but a hafty vifion that flies 
like a dream, as rapid, and almoft as unfub- 
{lantial ? Nay, what is the whole fucceflion 
of ages fince the commencement of time in 
which generations and empires have ap- 
peared and pafled away like phantoms 
gliding over the ftage ? In relation to 
eternity, and the great work which we have 
to fulfil for eternity, how fhort ! Antici- 
pated time feems long to the young and in* 
experienced, as if they had hours and days, 
and years to fpare ; but, when it comes to 
a clofe, and they look back upon it, it ap^ 
pears, as a moment, as a point, as nothing — 
it is vanilhed, and its duties, perhaps, re- 
main unfulfilled. Life is fluftuating with 
perpetual uncertainty, and is haftening to 
lofe itfelf in eternity. Vain mortals are 
borne down the ftream of time as on the 
bofom of a mighty river on which they in- 
ceflantly difappear and fucceed one ano- 
ther in the midft of its tempeftuous waves. 
At no moment are they fecure — they ought 
^therefore to be always prepared folf- an 
event that every moment may furprize 
them. Watch, therefore ^ /or ye know neither 
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the day nor the hour wherein the f on of mm 
Cometh. 

This injunftion of our bleffed Lord to 
watch for his coming, may imply the faith- 
ful cultivation, and the aftive difcharge of 
all the duties that are incumbent upon us 
both as men and chriftians. Univerfal ho- 
linefs.in habit, anti, as far as poflible, in ad 
is the beft preparation to meet our Supreme 
Judge. But, it is particularly dcfigned to 
inculcate profound and habitual refleftion 
on our mortality, and on the fliortnefs and 
and uncertainty of life. No excrcife can 
ferve more powerfully to detach the heart 
from the world, and to fanflify its affeftions. 
The interefts of time which, when viewed 
alone, are apt to feduce man frqm his cre- 
ator, lofe their dangerous iniportance when 
brought into near and clofe comparifon 
with eternity — pride is humbled and morti- 
fied when we look into the duft which is at 
once our origin, and our end — ^revenge is 
extinguiftied when we look up to the bar of 
God where our enemies and we fliall Ihortly 
be Judged together — in the grave arc 
quenched the flames of all impure and fen- 
fual defires. — The profpeft of death, there- 
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fbrc, fliould be continually before the mind. 
It (hould mingle its idea along with all the 
views and plans of life to render them tem- 
perate and fober — with all our occupations 
and engagements in the world to regulate, 
and give themajuft direttion — and even 
with all our pleafures- and amufements to 
chaften and^correfl; them. 

The children of mirth and folly, and 
thofe who have hitherto lived only to pleafe 
themfclves, will, perhaps, efteem this an 
auftere and gloomy morality. Thefe me- 
lancholy rcfleftions would poifon to them 
all the happinefs of life. To fafhionable 
diffipations, and to thoughtlefs levity, I con- 
fefs, they will not be very friendly. But, 
to enable us to live in the world as reafona- 
ble men, and as chriftians, nothing will con- 
tribute more than to remember our latter 
end — and to the true enjoyment of life, 
nothing will add more than the hope of im- 
mortality beyond the grave. If death is 

formidable, it is guilt only. that makes it fo : 
and this is a new reafon for cherifhing the 
idea, and improving it to a pious ufe. It 
lofes its terrors when we are able to look 
upon it with a good confciencc. It is not 
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merely the pain of dying from which na- 
ture fhrinks, nor the horror of forfaking" a 
world which can have few charms to tho/e 
who have experienced its vanity, its malig- 
nity, its infincerity — it is the apprehenfion of 
divine juftice — it is the awful holinefs of 
God, in whofe prefence the confcious foul is 
about to appear, that fills it with alarm. — 
Purify the heart, and you will fee with tran- 
quility your change approach. How many 
holy men have met it, not with confidence 
only, but with triumph ? What, indeed, has 
a good man to fear? Death robs him of 
nothing ; for he ij already mortified to the 
world — nay, death brings him to the pof- 
fellion of all that is molt dear to him ; for 
his treafure is in Heaven. It is but the 
gate to eternal reft already bleft and fanfti- 
fied by his Saviours paffage through it. — 
But, if it is an objeft of terror to you, will it 
be lefs fo, by your not having thought of it, 
and prepared to meet it ? Can you, by re- 
fufing to think, delay the fatal ftroke ? No, 
death is advancing with a fure but filent 
pace— he will ftrike at the appointed time ; 
and not to have forefeen the blow will only 
aggravate its horrors. 
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What ufeful leflbns, then, are taught us 
by the preceding refletlions ? One moft im- 
portant is to^I^i our affeSiions on the things 
that are above ^ and not on things on the earth 
— to ufe this world as not ahufing it, knowing 
that thefafhion of the world pajfeth away. 

Why do we forget eternal interefts only 

to place our Kearts on thofe vain things that 

to-morrow are about to perifh forever ? 

To the cold and filent nations of the dead 

what are the riches, the honors, the plea- 

fures that once occupied all their cares, 

?ind formed the objefts of their inceffant 

toils ? What will they Ihortly be to us ? 

Nothing on earth is durable — all things are 

battening to corruption by a rapid and ne- 

ceffary progrefs. Where are thofe proud 

monuments of human greatnefs that once 

boafted a duration that would be coeval 

with time it feli? Where is the vaft fuccef- 

fion of empires that once filled the earth 

with their glory and their crimes ? Swept 

from the face of the globe, they have not 

left a veftige behind them of their fancied 

grandeur, except the few faint traces that 

hiftory has gathered from the wrecks of 

time. If fo many nations have vanifli- 
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ed — if all their fplendor, their tumult, 
their bufy cares, their noify mirth, their paf- 
fions, their intrigues, their follies, and their 
crimes have paHed away like a dream, and 
are funk in eternal oblivion, what is the nar- 
row »fpan of human life ? And where fhall 
ftiortly be all thofe vain and tranfient things 
that now occupy our thoughts, and abforb 
our hearts ? The places that know us now, 
JliaU know vj no more forever — the objefts 
that now engage us Ihall be left to amufe 
land cheat tlie folly of other times. No- 
thing will remain to us but what we have 
done for God, for the foul, for eternity. 
What madnefs is u then to wafte our time, 
and our cares on thefe perifliing poffeffions, 
while we negleft interefts of higher ^tnd 
everlafting moment ? In fpite of all the 
proofsoftheir vanity which we have every 
day before our eyes in the death of our com. 
panions, our neighbors, and our friends 
Ihall we ftill fet our hearts upon them as 
our chief good ? Nay, frequently, in the 
death of others, Ihall we think only of the 
means we derive from it of improving our 
own fortune ? Inttead of being mortified to 
the world, and being led by it to ferious and 
fober thoughtfulnels on our own ftate, fhall 
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vc fccrctly exult at it, and ufc it only to 
form new plans of life, new projecis of 
ambition, new fchemes of pleafure ? Alas !" 
from the horrors and the aftics of the tomb 
fhall thofe fparks come forth that rekindle 
our lulls with new ardor !* On its moul- 
dering ruins fhall we attempt to build our 
own liability and glory ! 

Finally, let the uncertainty of life urge up- 
on every hearer, and efpecially on the young 
who are moll prone to prefume upon time, 
a fpeedy and carneft concern for the things 
that belong to their peace. Interefts of infi- 
nite moment demand your attention — the 
time preffes — and will you, like Felix poft- 
pone them to a period that may, probably, 
never arrive ? " Behold, now is the accept- 
ed time, behold, now is the day of falva- 
tion." God affords you the prel'ent inllant 
to feek his mercy, the next is with him. — 
One moment of grace only is certainly 
yours, and do you need entreaties and re- 
monltrances to urge you to put it to profit? 
Alas ! almoll all men have lofl; that pre- 

. • MaflUlon. 
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cious moment by delay. They promised 
Aemfelves hereafter to repent ; but death 
cut (hort their hopes and refolutions in the 
midft. And will you, ingenuous youth! 
in the fpring of lite, in the morning of aa 
eternal being, with this fearful and iniiruft- 
ive example before your eyes, be guilty of 
the fame fatal error, and blall all the prof- 
pedis of immortality ? Watch, therejore^jbr 
ye knoxo neither the day nor the hour whe?'^in 
the Son of Man coTucth. Haften to the door 
of mercy while it is open ; for, if your Lord 
(hall come and find you, like the fooliib 
virgins, fleeping and unready, it (hall be 
forever and inexorably clofed. Similar 
warnings, I know, have been a thoufand 
times given you from the word of God, and 
perhaps a thoufand times forgotten. Shall 
this at laft prove equally fruitlefs ? It is in 
vain, O God ! that mortals fpeak. Do 
thou thyfelf arreft the fugitive and giddy 
thoughts that efcape from every impreihon 
we would fix upon them. Penetrate ! Oh ! 
penetrate with deep and effeftual convic- 
tion the fecure and infenfible heart ! Thine 
is the work Almighty God! Pluck thefe 
precious pledges of their parents love from 



On Death. 379 

everlctfling burnings. To thine infinite mer- 
cies we commit them ! Gather the lamhs in 
thine arms, and bring them to thy heaven- 
ly fold! 

AMEN! 



1 
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DISCOURSE XV. 



ON THE LAST JUDGMENT.* 



Acts xvii. 31. 

He hath appointed a day wherein he willjiidge 
the world in righteoujnejs by that man 
whom he hath ordained^ whereof he hath 
given ojfurance unto all vien, in that he 
hath raijed him from tlu dead. 

THE final judgment is an event the moft 
fublime, the moll awful, and intereft- 
ing that (hall take place from the com- 
mencement till the confummation of time. 
The everlalHng deflinies of angels and of 
men fliall be decided by the fupreme Judge 
arrayed in all the fplendors of omnipotence, 
and feated amidll the flaming ruins of the 

• The plan of this difcourfe n»as fuggcflcd at a very earlffi-^ 
riod ofiife^ by one of Mr, Durand's on the fame fuhjeCl. It being 
long J however yjifice I have read his fermons^ agreatpartof^which 
I have unfortunately lofly I am not able to make any references to 
particular parages 'which on tny general prmcipU^ J 'would other* 
'wife probably have done. 
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univerfe. If one ray of the divine glory over- 
^whelmed Mofes, almoft confumed Ifaiah, 
deranged, for a moment, the faculties of 
the difciples on the mount of transfigura- 
tion, robbed Paul of the powers of vifion, 
and ftruck him, and his companions to the 
earth like dead men, what will be the full 
difplay of that dreadful magnificence with 
which the Eternal will appear to dellroy the 
prefent fyftem, and to announce to finners 
and to faints the irreverfible d, crees of his 

juftice ! But, it is not men iy the fplcn- 

dor of the tribunal, the grandeur of the 
fcene that furrounds it, nor the glories of 
the judge which, on this fubjetl, ought to 
arrell our attention. We have a ftill more 
important intereft in the irrevocable deci- 
fions that (hall then be pronounced upon 
mankind — decifions that Ihall take their co- 
lour from our condu£l*in the prefent life— ■ 
decifions founded in eternal truth and juf- 
tice — decifions that fhall place our deftiny, 
beyond the power of change, in hopelels 
mifery, or in everlafting felicity. 

One of the moft inftruflive and affefting 
truths in the whole compafs of revelation 
is, that God hath appointed a day in which J^ 
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will judge the world in righteoufnefs. "What 
confideration ought to poffefs more power- 
ful influence over human conduft? What 
can be more calculated to infpire men with 
a holy folicitude to approve themfelves to 
God who judgeth the heart? It is with a 
view to promote this praSical improvement 
of a truth fo intercfting that I have chofea 
to offer it to you at prefent as the fubjed 
of your meditations. 

But I dare not attempt to reprefent the 
grandeur and fublimity of that fcene — ^I 
Ihould only impair it. I limit my view to 
ideas more fimple, and, perhaps, more ufe- 
ful — to iiluftrate thofe charaders of the 
judgment fuggefted in the text — its certainty 
— ^iis univerfality — its equity — and the glo- 
ry of the judge — For, of this, faith the Ho- 
ly-Spirit, he hath given ajfwrance unto all 
men that— he will judge the world — he will 
judge it in righteoiifnejs — he will judge it by 
that man w/iom he hath ordained. You have 
thus before you the whole plan that I pro- 
pofe to myfelf in the following difcourfe. 

I. In the firft place, I fliall endeavour to 
cftublilh the certainty of the doflrine that 
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Ood will, in the conclufion of the prefent 
ftate of the world, appear to judge it, and 
to affign to the righteous and wicked their 
refpedlive rewards in happinefs^ or in mi- 
fery. 

I have no need to purfue this argument 
in detail before an aflembly nurfed and edu- 
cated in the belief of the chriftian religion, 
and the hope of immortality. I Ihall, there- 
fore, only recall to your minds, with the 
greateft brevity, the grounds on which it 
refts, that its evidence may give a ftronger 
impreflion to thofe important and practical 
truths that are effentiaMy connefted with it* 
For this end, I purpofe to exhibit to you, iil 
the firft place, fome of the prefumptions in 
favour of this do6lrine which we derive 
from reafon, and the general ftate of the 
world, before I appeal to the irrefiftible au- 
thority of the facred writings. 

An argument, of no inconfiderable force, 
for the certainty of a future judgment arifes 
from the teftimony, if I may call it fo, of 
human nature — that is, the concurrence of 
all nations in the belief and expeftation of 
this great event. We. find it under fome 
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form or other entering into the religfous 
fyftems of the molt civilized, and the mod 
barbarous people.* It is written in the 
whole hiftory of man. Whence this uni- 
verfal fuffrage to a do6lrine fo terrible in it- 
felf, and that contains fo little to invite the 
world to embrace it ? From one, or, per- 
haps, from all of the following caufes it 
feems probably to have arifen. From an 
original communication made by the Crea- 
tor to the father of the race, from whom 
tradition has conveyed it to all his pofterity 
from the neceffary influence-of this truth 
— on the order, and happinefs of fociety — or 
from a native and indelible impreflion on 
the human heart, which connetls the fenti- 
mcnt of the juftice with that of the exiftence 
of the deity. Each of ihefe ideas involves a 
new and important confirmation of the truth 
of the doflrine. Tradition, indeed, has often 

• It was taught by the Bramins of India, by the Magi of 
Perfia, by the JJriiiJs of Gaul, and in the Colleges of Egypt 
and Chaldea. It is dircovered even among the uncultivated 
natives of America. And no one can be ignorant that the 
popular mythol(>;^y of Greece and Rome contained the ele- 
ments of a truih fo grand and interefting, in thf tribunal of 
Minos, in the happy Hclds of Elyfium the feats of perpetual 
delights to pure and innocent fouls, and in the dreadful abyfs 
of Tartarus, its wheels, its vultures, its flames and llie a- 
▼cnging furies that were fuppofed to pcrfccutc the guilty. 
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clothed it in vague and fanciful forms — it 
appears in a juft and confiftent light only 
in the facred fcriptures. 

In addition to the proofs drawn from the 
hiftory and mythology of nations, we derive 
others from certain original and univerfal 
fentiments of human nature. All men have 
a feeling of right and wrong in human con- 
du£l — vice is ufually followed by compunc- 
tion and fear — guilt is accompanied with a 
fecret conviftibn of deferved punifhment. — 
Whence thefe ideas, if we are not amenable 
to a law ? If w^e are not accountable to a 
Supreme Judge ? Such a law there is — we 
fee it written on the face of nature — it is in- 
fcribed on the whole order of providence— ' 
we feel it imprefled on the heart of man. 
Theyjhew, faith the apoftle, the work of the 
law written in their hearts^ the confcience 
attefting it by its clear and powerful evi- 
dence, their thoughts, while they are afting, 
accujing\ or excufing their own conduct. — 
Confcience, like a faithful friend, is contin- 
ually reminding a good man of the infpec- 
tion and approbation of his Maker and 
Judge. But, to the guilty, it often appears 

3B 



386 On .the Lajt Judgment. 

like a boding fpcftre pointing to the laft tri* 
bunal. Are then thefe fentiments vain? 
Do they conduft to no end ? Do they point 
to no truth ? Has God formed the nature 
of man with no defign ? Or, are all his feel- 
ings only the artful fprings of a delufive mc- 
chanifm ? No — they are founded in truth,— 
They lead us to the moft ferious of all 
truths — that God hath appointed a day in 
Tjuhich he will judge the world in righteoiLf- 
nefs.^ 

The fame principle refults from the par- 
tial and unequal diftribution of apparent 
juftice which takes place in the courfe of 
providence. Although reafon clearly in- 
dicates that God mull be the moral as well 
as phifical governor of the univerfe, yet we 
look in vain, in this life, for that complete 
difcrimination of charaflers, and for that 

* Every general fentiment of human nature pomts to truth. 
The weakness of reafon often renders us liable to error in 
the dedudions which it draws from them ; yet» at bottom 
thej are always connedled with what is true and right. In 
morals, the general fentinients of mankind are the genuine 
foundations of virtue, and the chief cement of fociety. They 
are forever leading man back to his duty in fpite of the 
force of his pafllons, of the miftakci of reafon, and the er- 
rors of theory. 
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clear and'unqueftionable apportionment of 
rewards and punifhments according to dc- 
fert which we ought to expefl: in the go- 
vernment of a righteous and holy God, — 
How often do we fee vice triumphant, and 
virtue oppreffed ? Injuftice and fraud grow 
great on the ruins of unfufpefting confi- 
dence ? Seduftion flourifh, while betrayed 
and^plundered innocence is abandoned to 
deftraftion, or perpetual tears ? What ri- 
vers of blood have been flied by the mur- 
derous hands of ambitious tyrants ? And 
how few of them have been arretted, like 
Belfhazzar, by a fentence from Heaven, and 
in the midft of their impious pleafures,, and 
their imaginary glory, have paid the for- 
feitof their crimes? On the other hand, 
do you not fee them adorned with triumphs, 
crowned with glory, and tHeir crimes them- 
felves confecrated for virtues, and eterniz- 
ed in hiftory ? Where do we find in thefe 
events the equity of providence ? That 
rigorous juftice in the divine adminiftration 
which reafon, and the fentiments of nature 
force us to afcribe to God? Sentiments 
original, native, indellible — Sentiments that 
we can no more tear from us th^n our own 
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cxiftence — Sentiments not infpired by edu- 
cation — not formed by men — not written, 
like the variable laws of nations, on brafc 
and marble, that are corrupted by time, 
but engraven, by the finger of the Creator 
in the bottom of our being, and eternal as 
the foul. If thefe fcntiments, then, are 
fountains of truth — if they condufcl us, with- 
out obfcurity, to certain and demon(i:rabIe> 
conclufions, ought we not to expe6l that 
divine juflice will, at fome i^tx\odi,vi7idicate 
the -ways of God to man ? and that, after this 
mixed ftate of difcipline which is neceflary 
to try, and tb form the infinite variety of 
human charafters for a fuperior condition 
of exiftence, there will reign a clear, deci- 
ded, and eternal juflice in a future world ? 
.Thus, the diftates of reafon refer us to a fu- 
ture judgment, 4nd to a final and righteous 
decifion of the everlafling flates of men. 

But, the chriftian refls not his belief of 
this truth on the probabilities of reafon, 
however ilrong, but on the infallible evi- 
dence of divine revelation. " God hath 
appointed a day in which he will judge the 
vorld in righteoufnefs, by that man whom 
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lie hath ordainqd, whereof he hath given 
iiffurancc unto all men, in that he hathjraif- 
ed him from the dead/' The evidence of 
this doftrine, therefore, refts upon the fame 
balls with the evidence of chrittianity. The 
infallible word refers to it in many allegories 
and parables — afferts it in exprefs declara- 
tions — its whole fyftem of duties, promifes, 
and threatenings neceffarily implies it. 

Of many parables fpoken by our blef- 
fed Lord that obvioufly point to this great 
and awful event, let me recal to you only 
that of the tares fown in the field along with 
the good feed,* which he interprets himfelf 
— ^' He that foweth the good feed is the 
Son of Man — the field is the world — the 
good feed are the children of the kingdom, 
but the tares are the children of the wick- 
ed one — the harveft is the end of the world 
— and the reapers arc the angels. As,' 
therefore, the tares are gathered and burnt in 
the fire, fo (hall it be in the end of this world. 
The Son of Man fhall fend forth his angels, 
and they fhall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them that do iniqui- 

* Matthew xiii. 34, &c, 37 — ^43, 
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ty, and (hall caft them into a furnace of fire 
— ^therc fhall be wailing and gnaOiing^ of 
teeth.** 

Of this fearful day there are, alfo, mariy 
ftrong and explicit declarations throughout 
the word of God. " The heavens, and the 
earth, faith the apoftle Peter, are kept in 
ftore, reftrved unto fire againft the day of 
judgment, and perdition of ungodly men."* 
And " Chrift is ordained to be the judge of 
the quick and the dead."t Even the figns 
and fore-runners of that day are diftinftly 
pointed out — the earth JhaU bejhaken to its 
foundations — the Jlarsjhall fall from hea;oen 
— the funjhall be turned into darknefs and 
the moon into blood, and the powers of the hea^ 
vensjliall be fiaken. In the midll of this 
univerfal terror and confternation, ** the 
Lord {hall defcend from heaven with afhout, 
with the voice of t];ie arch-angel, and the 
trump of God,''J and before him (hall be 
gathered all nations.^ How awful then is 
the certainty of that day when thefecrets (f 

♦ 2 Peter iii. 7. 
f Ads X. 42. 
X I Theff. iv. 16. 
j Matthew xzt. 32. 
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i dU heofrts Jhall be revealed, and the eternal 
^ fiates of all men fliall be determined ! 

I proceed to illuftrate the remaining char- 
5 afters of the judgment fuggefted by the a- 
[ poftle in the text — its umverfality — ^its rightr 
etmfnefs — ^and the glory of thejvdge. 

IL Its univerfality embraces all men and 
- all their aflions, ^ 

^' And I faw, faith John, a great white 
throne, and him that fat upon it, from whofe 
face the earth and the heaven fled away, 
and there was no place for them. And I 
faw the dead, fmall and great ftand before 
God, And the fea gave up the dead which 
were in it, and death and the grave deliver- 
ed up the dead which were in them."* "All, 
faith the apoftle of the Gentiles, muft ap* 
pear before the judgm^t feat of Chrift"+ — 
princes and conquerors of the earth who 
thought that all power and judgment was 
committed to their hands, as well as the in- 
numerable crowd of their fubjefts or their 

• Rev. XX. II, 12, 13. 
t Romans xtv. lo. 
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flaves — ^the infant who has juft looked into 
the world, and then clofed its eyes upon it 
forever, as well as thofe who have moved in 
its aftive fcenes, and have a train of works 
to follow them to the tribunal — the courit- 
lefs myriads that in all time have peopled 
the earth from the firft man to the youngell 
of his fons, all fhall appear in one vaft af- 
fembly. What an aftonifhing fpeftacle ! 
What grandeur does it add to the folemni- 
ty of the judgment ! The trumps, of God 
re-animates the fleeping duft of fo many 
ages, and calls from their tdmbs the un- 
numbered armies of mankind. Far as the 
eye can extend, you difcern the immenfe 
mafs agitated with hope and fear like the 
boundlefs ocean in a ftorm, and moving like 
fucceffive waves to the tribunal to render 
their account and receive their fentence. — 
There none are too fmall' to efcape the 
penetrating eye of the judge — none are 
too great to be beyond the reach of his . 
power. The lords of the earth mbgle 
with their vaffals in an undiftinguifhed 
crowd. The fceptres with which they 
ruled the nations — the thrones that boaft- 
ed to be eternal — the inCgnia of their vanity 



On the Lejfi Judgment 393^ 

— the mdiiuments of their power — all are 
cruftied, and perilh in the ruins of the uni- 
vcffe— they are all equally duft and afties 
before the J^ing of Kings, and the CpYd of 
Lords. 

I add that there all the anions of men, as 
well as men themfelvcs^ ihall be ^ brought 
into judgment. 

Ift that *' day God will judge the fecrets 

of men by Jefus Chrift."* And every idle 

word that men fhall fpeak, they (hall give 

account thereof in the day of judgment/'f 

" The Lord will bring to light the 

hidden things of darknefs, and will make 

manifeft the counfels of the heart."J A 

book of remembrance is written'iefore hivi of 

the whole hiftory of human life. Nothing 

can efcape from his penetrating, and omni- 

fcient eye. Every covering that felf-de6eit 

, had thrown over the heart, (hall be pierced 

and ftripped off. And aftions, thoughts, 

defigns, that had been long loft from recol- 

leftion, fhall be brought to light, and afton- 

3C 

* Romans ii. i6. 
f Matthew vii. 36. 
X I Corintliians iy. 5, 
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ifti the mind with its own forgotten hiflory* 
The errors and tranfports of a youth pafTed 
away in a continual delirium — the purfuits, 
the plans, the ardent occupations of mid- 
dle life — the rooted habits of old ag-e — the 
ufe we have made of our time — the employ- 
ment of our talents — the exceffes of our 
paflTions-^the errors of our thoughts — the 
unaccomplilhed wiOies of the heart — our 
omiflions of duty — our aftual fins — the fins 
of others to which we have unhappily con- 
tributed, all Ihall furround, and attend us 
to the tribunal, and form, with regard to 
the guilty, the bafis of its fearful decree ! 
Ah ! liow profoundly (hould we now enter 
into our own hearts, and fearch to the bot- 
tom, in order to purify it, the unknown 
abyfs of iniquity that is concealed therci 
With what rigor (hould we judge ourfelves 
that we may not be condemned with God f 
— Unhappy are they, and in the fure courfc 
to perdition, who fuffer the guilty dream 
of life to pals avsray, without frequent, and 
ferious recoUeftion — without thorough ex- 
amination and knowlege of their own cha- 
rafter. — With infinite aftoniftiment and 
confufion of foul will they firft learn their 
own hillory, and their crimes at the bar of 
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Heaven, in the moment when they are go- 
ing to be weighed in the balance of eternal 
jultice. 

III. This brings to view another, and 
Hill more important charafter of the final 
judgment — God will judge the world in 
rtghteoiifnefs. 

This decifive trial fhall turn on a full and 
complete comparifon of the conduft of 
men with the divine law; and the fentence 
of the Judge fhall be that only which the 
law had before pronounced. " I faw, faith 
John, the dead fmall and great ftand before 
God : and the books were opened ; and 
and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life ; and the dead were judged out 
of thofe things which w^ere written in the 
books, according to their works."* T/ie 
books were opened — that, is, fays an ingenious 
interpreter, the books of the refpe6live laws 
under which they had lived, whether the 
law of nature — the law of patriarchal re- 
velation — the law of Mofes — or the more 
pure and perfe6l law of Chrift. Conforma- 

•* Revelations xx. 12. &c. 
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bly to this idea the apoftle hath (aid^ m 
many as have finned without the zoritten 
law, fhall perifh without that law, by the 
fentence only of the law of nature, and as 
many as have finned in the law (hall be 

judged by the law/'* Befide them fhall 

be placed the book of life the faithful record 
of human a6lions from the beginning of 
time. Thus, on one fide, you fee the laws 
prefcribed for the conduft of men in the 
books of the refpedivedijpenfations under -which 
they have lived ; on the other, you fee the 
hiltory of that conduft contained in the 
book of life. There are written our privi- 
leges and opportunities, our mercies and 
correftions, and the improvement or abufe 
which we have made of them — There are 
written the numbers of our years, of our 
days, of our moments, and the duties, the 
crimes, the follies and even the omiffions 
with which they have been filled up, or by 
which they have been marked. No uncer- 
tainty can exift, as at human tribunals, con- 
cerning the fafts, more than concerning the 
law. They have all been infcribed, by the 
impartial hand of God himfelf, in the eter- 

* Romans ii. i2. 
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nal books; in which are feen the caufes 
from which they fprung — the circumftances 
with which they were accompanied — their 
relations to others — ^and their confequences 
to ourfelves, and to mankind to the remot- 
eft time. 

That no form of trial may be omitted — 
that nothing may be wanting to the perfeft 
equity of the decifion, our conduft fhall be 
attefted by the moil faithful and incorrupt- 
ible witnefl'es, Chriftians ! your prayers, 
your tears, your felf-denials, your aftive zeal, 
your fuccefsful labours in the caufe of 
your Redeemer, or for the happinefs of 
mankind, fhall bear witnefs for you at the 
bar of God. Our Saviour hiuifelf points to 
the works of charity and benevolence per-' 
formed by his people as the beft and pureft 
evidences in that day of their fincerity and 
faithfulnefs — " For I was hungry, faith he, 
and ye gave me meat — I was thirlty, and ye 
gave me drink — I was a Itranger, and ye 
took me in — naked and ye clothed me — 
fick and ye vifited me — in prifon and ye 
came unto me/'* Have you, then, been 

♦ Mat. XXV. 35, 36. 
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eyes to the blind, or feet to the lame ? Have 
you fed the hungry, or clothed the naked ? 
Have you relieved the afflided, and com- 
forted the diftreffed ? Have you inftru6ted 
the ignorant, and brought the erring back 
to the way of truth and life ? Have you 
contributed by your difinterefted liberality, 
or your painful labours — by your aflive in- 
fluence or your pious example, to diffufe a- 
mong mankind the precious knowledge of 
divine truth, or to fend to diftant regions 
the glorious light of the gofpel ? Ihefe 
blefled monuments of your charity and zeal 
Ihall appear for you in the day of the Lord. 

Parents ! have you trained your children 
- in the path of virtue, and the fear of God ? 
Have you folicitouQy fludied to promote 
their higheft, their immortal interefts ? Have 
your counfels, your example, your perfua- 
fions, and your prayers early touched their 
hearts with the fentiments of piety, guard- 
ed them from dangerous errors, and con- 
duced them in the way of everlafting peace? 
Precious witnefles ! Thefe dear and cherilh- 
ed pledges of your love {hall rife up, and, 
in the face of the univerfe, Ihall call you 
blcfi'ed. 



(hi the Lqft Judgment. 399 

A cloud of witneffes {hall accompany fin- 
nersalfo to their condemnation. All whonn 
the unjuft have injured — ^all whom the art- 
ful have beguiled — all whom the licentious 
have corrupted-r— all whom the voluptu- 
ous have feduced — all whom the profligate 
have, by their example, betrayed into vice 
— all whom the impious, by pernicious, 
principles, have alienated from virtue— all 
who, by any influence, or even by any omif- 
fion of others, have been involved in diftrefs, 
or drawn into vice, fliall rife up in the judg- 
ment to condemn them. 

Above all, confcience is a witnefs that 
will raife a faithful and decifive tefl:imony 
at that tribunal. All our aftions, and all 
our principles of aftion, all our fins, and 
every defeft of duty — our a6lual crimes, and 
the purpofes of the heart that have never 
been brought into aft — the evils which we 
concealed from the world, and thofe which 
we ftudied to conceal from ourfelves, all 
fhall be brought to light by it, and denoun- 
ced to us with a voice louder than the thun- 
ders that rend the univerfe. — In this life, 
men ftifle its diftatcs and remonftranccs in a 
thoufand ways. Bufmefs or pleafure pre- 
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vent its beings heard — inclination and the 
habits of vice bias its decifions; and fin- 
ners, in the midH of their crimes, often live 
in a great degree of fecurity and peace. 
But there, no more caufes of felf-deception 
can exift — nothing can arife to bias its judg- 
ment, or to {lifle its voice. It (peaks widi 
fearful energy ^ — It anticipates the fentence, 
and vindicates the righteoufnefs of the Su- 
preme Judge. The finner has not, in per- 
iftiing, the miferable confolation of faying 
that his fate is hard or unjuft. His fright, 
ful remorfe confirms the decree by which 
he is configned to evcrlajling burnings* God 
hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
zcorld in righteoTi/ne/s. 

IV. He will judge it, findMy.iy t/iatvmn 
wham he hath ordained. Although he is man 
he comes invelled with the glories of the 
Deity, and armed with the powers of om- 
nipotence. Once he fojourned upon earth 
for our falvation ; but his divinity was veil- 
ed under the frailties of human nature — 
he now appears upon the throne of theuni- 
verfe as the judge of the quick and dead, and 
the fplendors of the godhead feem to have 
abforbcd in therafclves all that is human. 
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— ^What language can defcribe, or what 
thought can comprehend that power that, 
with a word dilfolves the worlds which, 
with a word, he had created ? Who can 
conceive of that celeftial effulgence that 
will make the radiance of the fun look like 
darknefs — that would confume mortals if 
they were admitted to behold it — and that 
will require the regenerated powers of im- 
mortality to enable them to fuftain the view. 
Ah ! what a difference between the manger 
and the ftalls where oxen fed, and the glo- 
rious throng o^Yit^vtvXy powers and domin^ 
ions that now encircle, and wait upon their 
Lord ! What an infinite difparity between 
the crofs on which he expired for the re- 
demption, and the throne on which he fits 
for the judgment of mankind ! But, on this 
fubjeft, language is impotent, and the mind 
fatigues itfelf in vain to grafp thofe bound- 
lefs ideas. 

His glory and majefty are heightened by 
the dreadful effefts of his power, and the 
infinite decifions of his jufticc, — Of each let 
us take a fliort review. 

3D 
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John beheld him in vifion, and " the fun 
became black ^s fackcloth of hair, and 
the moon became as blood — and before his 
face the heaven departed as a fcroll when 
it is rolled together."* " In that day, faith 
the apoftle Peter, the heavens (hall pafs a- 
way with a great noife, and the elements 
{hall melt with fervent heat — ^the earth 
alfo, and the works that are therein, (hall 
be burnt up/'+ From the foot of his throne 
iffue the thunders that rend the world to 
pieces, and the lightnings that fet it on fire. 
In his hands he carries the fates of men and 
angels. In one, he holds the treafures of 
divine mercy — in the other he bears the 

(lores of the zvrath of God. Seated in 

glory inexpreffible, he calls mankind to 
judgment — he hears their pleas — ^he exam- 
ines their life — he produces before them the 
teftimony of their works. 

At length, it remains for him only to 
pTonounce the decifive fentence. The 
trumpet, the thunders, the lightnings, the 
earthquakes, and the flames have done their 

* Rev. vi. 12 — 14. 
t 2 Peter iii. 10. 
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office, and the defolated univerfe is held ia 
profound filence. Already the ftital repara- 
tion of the wicked is made from the righte- 
ous. According to his own reprefcntation 
in his blefled golpel, the righteous are col- 
lefted on his right hand, like innocent 
Jheep under the proteftion of a tender and 
affeftionate (hepherd— -the wicked, like pur- 
fued and trembling goats, ranged on his 
left, expefl; his dreadful decree. Direfting 
himfelf to the right with infinite complacen- 
cy, he addreffes thofe pure and virtuous 
fouls who have been redeemed out of all 
nations, '' come ye blefled of my father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world" — Aqd, in- 
ftantly, you behold new heavens, and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteoujhcjs, fpring- 
ing from the ruins of the old, drelTed in cc- 
leltial beauty, and prepared to be the im- 
mortal habitations of the blefled. — Then 
turning to the left — this is not a pifture of 
fancy — it is not the ftrufture of a heated 
imagination that often builds its fables on 
unreal grounds, it is Uie zuordofGod — turn- 
ing to the left, he pronounces on the guilty 
the fearful decree of eternal jufl:ice— * 
*^ depart ye curfed into everlaft.ing fire pre- 
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pared for the 4evil and his angels'' — ^In- 
Itantly all the thunders of heaven breai 
upon them ; and down they are impetuouf- 
ly, and irrefiflibly driven into the unfa- 
thomable abyfs of fire and fulphur, whence 
ih^ Jmoke of their torment afcendeth Jot 
ever and ever. The tremendous covering 
of Hell clofcs upon them, and the everJaft- 
ing bolts of its'fatal doors are {hot by the 
hand of the Almighty. — Oh! my foul! 
come not thou into their fecrets, nor be 
partaker of their end ! 

My brethren, this fublime, and awful 
termination of the world has not been re- 
vealed by God as a fubjed merely of curi- 
ous fcience. I have not chofcn it to amufe 
the feafon of public worfhip, or to gratify 
that love of grand and marvellous fcenes 
fo natural to man. It is a fubjefci in which 
we have the deepell intereft, and which 
claims to have the moft powerful influence 
on human condu6l. It is, indeed, one of 
thofe truths moft important to morals. Mo- 
rals can have no exiftence among mankind 
independent on the idea of immortality, 
and, connefted with this, of the final, and 
righteous judgment of God, Seeing all 
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thefe things Jliall be dijfolved, -what manner of 
perfons ought we to be in all holy converja^ 
tion and godlinefs ? 

Before that omnifcient Judge, in whofe 
prefence the heavens are not clean, no im- 
purity can pafs uncondemned, no hypocrify 
uncovered, no felf-deceit undetefted. Our 
whole hiftory fhall be developed. And 
every idle word that menjhall /peak, theyjkall 
give account thereof in the day of judgment. 
What an air of folemnity does this confider- 
tion throw over the whole of life ! Over its 
moft vacant as well as its moft bufy moments ! 
Over its lawful amufements, as well as its 
ferious offices ! They all have a relation to 
that day of trial, and to our everlafting ftate. 
This life, otherwife fo vain and fleeting, ac- 
quires hence a reality and fubftance. The 
judgment ftamps every moment of it with 
feme charafter of immortality. — Whatever, 
therefore, you undertake or do, in the light- 
eft paftimes, as well as the moft important 
duties of life, raife your thoughts to that 
deciiive tribunal, and demand of your own 
heart, what account (hall I render of this to 
God my judge ? A wife and good man will 
do nothing which he will fear to have re- 
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vealed at his bar — ^he will engage in nothing 
in which he will not be willing to be found 
at his appearance. 

Bvt who may abide the day of his coming P 
and whojhalljland when he appt&reth? Be 
wfio hath clean hands and a pure heart. Pu- 
rity and virtue only, fuftained by the pro- 
niife and the grace of the Redeemer, can 
appear ferene and undifmayed amidft die 
univerfal confternation. Virtue is a mail 
of adamant that cannot be hurt in the con- 
vulfion of worlds. The good roan, with 
humble and devout triumph, from the midft 
of the chaos, lifts his eyes to the tribunal, 
and in his Judge, beholds his Saviour. — 
But guilt will aggravate its horrors a thou- 
fand fold. Then JhaU they cry to the moun- 
tains and the rocks/all on us and hide usjron 
the face of him thatftteth on the throne^ and 
from the wrath of the Lamb for the great day 
of his wrath is come^ and whojhatl be able to 
fiand? Wherefore, beloved, feeing ye look for 
fuch things, be diligent that ye be found of him 
in peace, without Jpot and blamelefs. 

Finally, God hath left this day in an in- 
terefting, and awful uncertainty that wc 
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may not prefume upon time, but hold our^ 
fclves always ready for its approach. Stand, 
therefore, with your loins girded and your 
lamps burning ;/or you know nqf nvhat hour 
your Lord will come. At midnight, in your 
moft fecure and unfufpefting moments, the 
cryxmy be m^e. We have no affurance that 
he- is not even now preparing his throne. — 
And if, at this moment, he (hould defcend — 
if the heavens above our heads were cleav- 
ing to majce way for the Judge — if the 
flames were now feizing on the univerfe — 
and the trumpet of the Arch- Angel were 
calling the living and the dead to judgment, 
how are we prepared for the great event ? 
Where fhould we ftand ? What would be 
your deftiny my brethren ? O my foul i 
what would be thine ? — Although the pe- 
riod of the world is not arrived. Death, 
who is the meffenger to arreft us for judg- 
ment, is always near, and ready to feize up- 
on his prifoners. And in whatever ftate he 
lays upon us his frozen hand, he feals us up 
to the day of retribution. My beloved breth- 
ren, let us, therefore, be ever prepared for 
the moment of our departure, as for the aw- 
ful and decifive moment of our judgment. 
And grant, O righteous and merciful Judge 
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of the world! through the merits of thy 
own moft precious death and refurreftion, 
that, in that day, we may ftand at thy right 
hand, and rife with thee to everlafting life I 

AMEN ! 
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DISCOURSE XVL 

ON THE HAPPINESS OF GOOD MEM 
IN A FUTURE STATE. 



Revelation xiv. 13. 

That the^ may reft from their labors^ and their 
works do follow them. 

THIS is the benediftion pronounced by 
the Spirit of God on thofe who die in 
the Lord. It was probably delivered to 
that beloved difeiple, and evangelical pro- 
phet, who is generally held to be the wri- 
ter of the revelations, during the rage of 
fome of thofe deftruftive perfecutions that 
wafted the primitive church. The faithful 
difciples of Chrift, were then often called 
to feal with their blood, their attachment 
to their Lord, and to the precious truths 
which they had received from him. Their 
way through life was encompaffed with 

•3E 
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enemies, they were engaged in frequent and 
arduous conflifts, expofed to perpetual dan- 
gers, and were daily obliged to nxeet death 
furrounded with thofe circumftances that 
render it moft formidable to the weaknefs 
of human nature. To confole and fupport 
them under fo many fufferings and trials, 
this gracious benediftion was pronounced. 
But it is not confined in its application to 
the martyrs w^ho glorified their Saviour by 
an illuftrious, but painful death. As every 
part of the word of God is of general ufe, 
fo this is applicable to every believer who 
dies in the Lord — who fincerely profeffes his 
name, in the midft of a finful world — who 
is educated in his fchool, and imbibes his 
fpirit — and who is united to him, as a mem- 
ber to the head, by a vital faith. In virtue 
of this intimate and indiffoluble relation 
they triumph with him over the miferies of 
life, over the power of fm the fource of all 
our other evils, over the terrors of death, 
and over the dominion of the grave. 

The world is filled with many caufes of 
affliftion and diftrefs to every good man» 
that muft render the grave to him at length 
a defirable retreat, . And thq promife of 



in a Future^ State. 411 

r^te^naI life, after his labors and fufferings 
are terminated here, offers to his hopes a 
ftate of peace and felicity, after which he 
mud often fecretly figh — He Jhall rejl from 
his labors^ and his works Jhall follow hinu 
Of thefe expreflions, both of which are fi- 
gurative, the firft implies a profound and 
eternal repofe, not only from all xht fatigues 
of duty, but from all the agitations, the 
conflifts, the griefs, the miferies, that 
affli£l this mortal ftate. The fecond points 
to the felicity of a true believer, when he 
fhall finally receive the reward of his virtue, 
and efpecially of his pious and faithful 
labors in the fervice of his Redeemer. 

It is with a view to illuftrate, as far as 
without prefumption I may attempt it, the 
future happinefs of good men men, I 
have chofen the text, which I make the 
ground of the following difcourfe. 

They reft fromtkdr labors^ and their works 
dofollcro) them. 

Thefe figures point out to them a double 
fource of happinefs — Reft, and Enjoy- 
ment, 
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They rejl from their labors, from their 
toils, from their fins, from their temptatioi^ 
from their fervices, from tlieir fufferings id 
the v^oxXdLr—their works follow them as the 
foundation of their eternal felicity in the 
kingdom of Heaven. 

L In the firfl: place, the happinefs of the 
pious in the future ftate may be confidered 
as a delightful reft from the necefliiry evils 
and fufferings of the prefent life. 

The pilgrimage through which man is 
deftined to pafs, is befet with dangers, and 
expofed to almoft continual caules of at 
fliflion and pain. However we may at- 
tempt to exagerate the enjoyments of the 
world, or paint them in the delufive co- 
louring which the imagination is prone to 
give to the pleafures of fenfe ; certain it is 
that the moft virtuous, and the moft happy 
of men, are agitated with innumerable foli- 
citudes, and have innumerable miferies to 
deplore, before they fubmit to des^th the 
laft of human miferies upon earth. Yeuth, 
which is ever fanguine and full of hopes, 
may not feel — prosperity, which is too often 
blind and delirious, may deny the reallity 
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of this reprelbntation ; but time will verify 
it to all men. — Has not time verified it aU 
ready ? Who is there who can fay that he 
is happy ? He only hopes to be fo. It is 
hope^ not poffeffion, that forms the princi* 
pal happinefs of life. Were we cut dff from 
the refource, and, may I not call it, the fal- 
lacious folacc of hope, the world would 
have httle left by which to attach us to it» 
When we confider how much we fuffer in 
the prefent ftate, from the errors and the 
weaknefs of the underllanding — ^from the 
heart, that anxious feat of fo many irregular 
appetites, and tumultuous paffions-^from 
want-^from the hatred or contenipt of 
others — from the lofs, or the afflictions of 
our friends — from reverfes of fortune— 
from difappointed expeftations — from pains 
and difeafes that prey upon the body^^ 
from fccret griefs that undermine and con* 
fume the health— from the murderous wea- 
pons of avowed enmity— froip the arrows 
fliot in the dark by envy, calumny, and per- 
fidious friendfliip — What a' wretched habi- 
tation is the earth ? What a defirable re- 
treat is the grave ? Death yields us, at laft, 
a delightful reft from fo many evils. It 
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breaks from man the fetters by which he 
is enchained to his mileries. 

As thefe miferies flow from fin as their 
primary caufe ; fo fin itfelf is efteemcd by a 
good man, the greateft of his evils. From 
its hated and lamented tyranny, he finds in 
death a complete and eternal reft. He is 
delivered from temptations that fo frequent- 
ly harraffed him, that put his virtue to the 
mofl: painful proofs, and often fliook it to 
the foundations — he is freed from the er- 
rors and prejudices that had covered his 
mind with dillrefling clouds, which perplex- 
ed and obfcured to him the law of his duty 
- — he is forever purified from thofe frailties 
and corruptions which, notwithftanding his 
fanftification, flill adhered to him in this 
world, wounded his peace, and daily pene^ 
trated his heart with grief at the throne of 
grace. In the grave he piits off this body 
of fin and death, and his foul, admitted to 
its heavenly rell, has no more pains to en- 
dure, no more conflifts with the world, and 
its own rebellious paflions to maintain, no 
more imperfeftions to fill it with regret or to 
cover it with ftiame,no more wants to fatisfy, 
no more evils to fuffer,no more tears to flied. 
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No more fhall he offend God, infinitely 
lioly and good, whom he adored and loved, 
even in thofe moments when the frailties of 
liis nature led him into fin. No more fiiall 
he be expofed to the fecret fnares, or open 
aflaults of temptation, nor to thofe invitati- 
ons and opportunities fo dangerous to the 
paflions. Freed from the irregular impulfes 
of the fenfes, of the imagination, of the 
heart, and delivered from an impure and 
imperfeft nature, he fliall fin no more. — 
From an elevated point of view, looking 
back on all the journey of life,contemplating 
its evils, and its dangers, which he has juil 
efcaped — its follies, its offences, and its falls 
which have fo often diffolved him in repen- 
tance before the footftool of divine mercy, 
with what unfpeakable fatisfaftion will he 
fee himfelf arrived at a ftate of everlafting 
repofe from all his fufferings, and his fears, 
and placed, by the power and grace of 
God, in a happy and eternal impotence of 
finning ! 

I add, that the believer in dying, for. 
fakes this wretched world, in which 
he had lived, in fubmiffion to the will 
of God, as in a ftrange land, and arrives at 
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Ym proper home ; that land of peace acnd 
reft whtfcb be kad fo long fought to find, 
and tO' wkich be was continually tending 
in the a&£ikms and defires of his hesurc — ' 
The earthy to a good man, is a ftate of ex- 
ile from all that he moft fervently Icrves, 
and from; the Sources of his deareft 
pleafures. He is furrounded with all the 
fatigues, and anxieties, the diftrefTes and 
wants which accompany that afflided c<»- 
dition ; and from them all he gaim, at 
death, a delightful repofe in the bofom* of 
his heavenly country. The children of this 
world, enflaved to their appetites, whole 
pleafures do not rife above its fenfual and 
corrupted fphere, cannot enter into thefe 
ideas. The prefent life bounds their enjoy- 
ments and their wifhes ; and this world in 
which they would be willing to live forever, 
they cannot regard as a place of exile* But 
thofe righteous fouls who thirft after im- 
mortal perfcftion, and continually afpire 
after nearer accefs and conformity to God^ 
feel themfclves to be only pilgrims and 
Jhavgers upon earth, and while they pafs 
through this vale of tears^ they figh for a 
better, that is an heavenly country — for that 
city that' hathr eternal foundations^ whoje 
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' Guilder arid maker is God. Often they re-* 
^ lemble the exiled and difconfolate Jews 
^ by the rivers of Babylon, when they hung their 
^ harps upon the willows, and fat down and 
' zvept when they remembered Zion. They are 
' in a foreign and hoftile land. All their 
* pleafures and their hopes are placed in the 
new Jeriffalem, in the heavenly Tiion, in the 
tity and temple of the living God. , How often, 
under the lively impreflions of the divine 
word ; or in devout retirement, wrapt in 
^ the contemplation of heavenly things, have 
they been ready ' to cry, with the holy 
Pfalmift under the preffure of his troubles, 
' ** Oh that I had wings like a dove ! for 
then would I flee away and be at reft."* 
Blefled citizens of Heaven ! baniflied, at 
prefent, to thefe abodes of mifery and vice, 
death (hall ere long furnifti you with the 
wings you defire. Then, taking your im- 
mortal flight, you ftiall enter the delight- 
ful regions of that ceJeftial country which, 
nnfeen, you love^ and take pofleflion of 
your cel^ftial and everlafting home. Blejfed 
are the dead who die in the Lord ; for they 
rejl from their laJbors^ from their fufferings, 

* Pfalms It. 6. 

3F 



41 8 The Happinefs of Good Afen 

from their fins, from their griefs, fn>m all 
the fatigues, the folicitudes, and pains of 
this mortal exile. 

The road of virtue was faid by the an- 
cients to be up-hill, and to rife along the fide 
of a mountain, every where filled with craggs 
and precipfces of fteep and laborious afcent, 
and encompaffed with dangers that require 
the greateft vigilance and fortitude, to efcape 
or overcome. This reprefentation has /b 
much truth that the faithful difcha rge of 
the duties that lie upon us as men, as citi- 
zens, and as phriftians, requires the moft 
vigilant attentions, and frequently the moft 
arduous, painful and perfevering labors. 
And the difficulties and oppofitions with 
which we meet from our hearts, from our 
infirmities, and from the world, will never 
fulfer us to intermit our attentions, or to 
ceafe our exertions. 

Some labors, and folicitudes there are 
peculiar to the minifters of the gofpel, or, 
it* not peculiar, which afiba them in a high- 
er degree than other men, arifing from the 
hoftilkies of the world againll religion which 
they are called to combat— from the crimes 
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oF finners againft which they have at once 
to remonftrate and to pray — from the errors 
or the coldnefs of the vifiblc difciplcs of 
Chrift, over which they are obliged in fecret 
to weep — from the pride and infolence of 
power and wealth which are ready to tram- 
ple with contempt on an humbled and mor- 
tified profeflion — from the infirmities and 
fins of their own hearts which afflift them 
fo much the more as their calling is more 
holy, and as, miniftering at the altar, they 
approach nearer to God than other men — 
in a word, from the arduous funftions in 
which they are engaged. Although many 
confolations accompany the duties of a pi- 
ous miniller of religion, when he confiders 
that all the facrifices he makes, and the 
pains he endures are for the glory of his 
Redeemer, and the higheft interefls of man- 
kind, yet they are often attended with fa- 
tigues that exhauft the body, and cares that 
harrafs the mind, and often are they embit- 
tered by many fecret caufes of affliftion and 
grief. From all thefe evils he obtains at 
death an everlailing releafe in that blefied 
region, where "God fhall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes, and tliere fhall be no 
more death, neither forrow nor crying; 
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neither fhall there be any more pain.'' 
•* And the ranfomed of the Lord fhali come 
to Zion with fongs, and everlafting joy up- 
on their heads ; and they (hall obtain ]m 
and gladnefs, and forrow and fighing flaall 
flee away.'t Oh how defirable xo retieat 
from all thefe griefs, thefe confli6ls, thefe 
wearifome toils, thefe anxious canes, to an 
eternal reft ! A reft where the fervice of tie 
Redeemer, which forms the glory and 
felicity of the pious foul, fliall never be 
intermitted ; and where it fhall be forever 
free from all the imperfeftions that mar, 
and from all the fufferings that afflifi 
it in this mortal ftate. As the firft fubjeft 
of confideration concerning the future Aap- 
pinefs of good men, fuggefted in the text, 
is Reft, 

II. The fecond is enjoyment — " tbeir 
works do follow them." 

This figurative language evidently points 
to that high Sindpqjitive ftate of felicity which 
the faints fhall enjoy in heaven, which i* 
the confequence and reward of their worU 

♦ Revelations xxi. 3. 
f likiab xuT* io« 
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It conveys to us alfo, in the mode of expref- 
fion, two other truths of the higheft impor- 
tance — the lirft, that the habits of a holy life 
are neceffary to qualify men for the poffef- 
fion of heaven; becaufe, without them, 
they neither could defire it as their abode, 
nor could they enjoy the pure and fpiriiual 
pleafures that conftitute to the pious, the 
happinefs of the place. — The fecond, that 
their rewards there (hall be proportioned to 
the advances they have made in the divine 
life ; and to the labors they have endured, 
the dangers they have encountered, and the 
fervices they have performed for the benefit, 
and above all, for the falvation of mankind, 
which is the fervice of Jefus Chrift, their 
mafter and their Lord. On this fubjeft the 
apoftle Paul hath taught us, " he that fow- 
eth fparingly (hall reap fparingly, and he 
that foweth bountifully (hall alfo reap boun- 
tifully."* There is one glory of the Sun, and 
another glory of the Moon, and another glo* 
ry of the Stars, and one Star differeth from 
another in glory ; fo alfo (hall it be in the 
refurreftion of the dead/'t The moil pi* 

• 2. Cor. ix. 6. 

t X. Cor. XT. 41—42. 
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ous, faithful, andfuccefsful fervants of Jefus 
Chriftfhall ftiincwiihthe higheft luflre, and 
enjoy the moftconfuramate happinefs in his 
eternal kingdom. What an animating mo- 
tive was this to the fortitude of the primitive 
martyrs! What an illuftrious, what a divine 
encouragement is it to the duty of every 
believer in Chrift ! If he does not reap his 
reward in this world, he (hall receive one 
proportionably more rich and glorious in 
the world to come ; where " the wiCc IhalJ 
ftiine as the brightncfs of the firmament, and 
they that turn many to righteoufnefs as the 
ftars forever and ever."* Let us my breth- 
ren, remember, however, the great and fun- 
damental doctrine, laid by the apoflles at | 
the foundation of our hopes, that " it is not 
by zjoorks of righteoufnefs which we have 
done, but by grace we are faved." Thofc 
works cannot be prefentcd at the throne of 
divine juftice, as forming any abfolute claim 
to the rewards of heaven ; but they become, 
by the gracious promifc of God, the title of 
a believer to a recompence that infinitely 
tranfcends any claim that can be grounded 
on the merit of human obedience. They 

* Dan. xii. 3. 
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follow him, not as a meritorious meafure ; 
but as meafuring, fo to fpeak, the infinite 
proportions of divine grace and of heavenly 
glory. 

The gradations of rank, fplendor and 

felicity in the kingdom of heaven, are but 

faintly and obfcurely marked to us in holy 

fcripture. It is more eafy to impart to 

minds like ours fome general apprehenfions 

of the glory and perfeftion of the ftate of 

heaven, than nicely to trace its degrees. A 

fcale of this kind requires a knowledge of 

the fubjeft more accurate and juft than our 

limited faculties are able to receive even 

from the holy fpirit of infpiration. Such a 

Jcale was not neceffary to the end for which 

this revelation was made to the divine St. 

John, which was to encourage the martyrs 

in their mortal conflids. Their cruel fuf- 

ferings and their unfhaken firmnefs, wbuld 

indeed, procure for them a higher rank in 

the order of the heavenly ftate, than others 

(hould attain, who had not been called to 

give the fame heroic proofs of their fidelity 

to their Lord. But it is the expefted glory 

and felicity of that fl:ate, that fuftains the 
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courage of a chriftian^ and enables faim to 
triumph over the moft formidable pains of 
death. 

This felicity and glory is the fubjeft chief, 
ly pointed at in the text, and that to which 
without entering into any . reprefentation 
that muft at beft be fanciful, concerning the 
economy, and the gradations of rank that 
may take place in the kingdom of God, I 
Ihall limit my view in the remaining part of 
this difcourfe. — But how ftiall we defcribc 
that which t)fe hath notfeen, nor ear heard^ 
and of which it hath not entered into the heart 
of man to conceive! It would require the 
colours of heaven and a divine pencil to 
reprefent that celeftial " city which hath no 
need of the Sun, neither of the Moon to 
fliine in it ; for the glory of the Lord doth 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
And the nations of them that are faved (hall 
walk in the light of it, and there (hall in no 
wife enter into it any thing that defileth, 
neither whatfoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie ; but they who are written 
in the Lamb's book of life.''-'^' 

* Rev. xxL 23,24—27. 
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The improvements, and the fublime per- 
leftion of human nature fhall be correfpon- 
dent to the glory of its habitation. But 
both, perhaps, are equally out of the reach 
of our coriceptions at prefent. We muft ac- 
tually have attained, before we can fully 
comprehend, thofe immortal powers with 
which the body fhall be raifed from the grave, 
and re-united to the foul, purified and ex- 
alted by a nearer approach to God. It is 
raifed faith the apoitle in incorruption — in 

glory — in power, It is raifed Sijpzrit- 

ual body /* — Mark that bold and extraor- 
dinary figure* It is allied in its effence to 

the immortal fpirit compofed of the 

mod pure and aftive principles of matter 
that referable the purity and activity of 
the foul — incorruptible in its organization 
like the diamond — fplendid in its ap- 
pearance like the fun — rapid and pow- 
erful in its movements like the lightning, 
that bears in its courfe an ijnage of the 
omnipotence of the Creator. 

The foul, purged from the dregs of fin, 
{hall bear a higher refemblance of the per- 
feftion of God in whofe image it was firft 
3G 

* I Corinthians xt. 42, 43, 44. 
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created. Its intelle6l (hall be boundl^iy 
enlarged — its afFedions (hall be diredcd 
with immortal and unceafing ardor to the 
eternal fource of love — and we have reafon 
to believe that it (hall enjoy the power of 
unlimited excurfion into the works, and, if I 
may fpeak fo, into theeffence of the Deity. 

On a fubjeft of which it is fo far beyond 
the prefent powers of the human mind ade- 
quately to conceive, it becomes us to (peak 
with modedy and caution. In judging of 
it, reafon affords no lights to guide us — the 
(ires of the imagination will only millead us 
— we mull take our ideas folely from the 
fcriptures of truth. And when we collefl 
together all that thofe fublime oracles of 
wifdom have faid upon this fubjed:^ and 
take from the whole, thofe general views 
which they give of the (late and felicity of 
Heaven,wc may range them under the heads 
of iisgbry — its immutability — and its eternity. 

Its glory — " It doth not, indeed, yet ap- 
pear what we (hall be, but we know that 
when he (hall appear, we fliall be Hkc him, 
for we (hall fee him as he is."* — ^There the 

* I John vLu 2- 
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redeemed fhall dwell in the prefence of 
Ood^ who alone can fill the unlimited ex- 
tent of their defires — there they live in the 
tielightful exercife of an eternal love, and 
in the full pofTeffion of all that can render 
them fupremely blefled — for, " in his pre- 
fence is fullnefs of joy, and at his right 
band are pleafures forever more."* 

There they ceafe not celebrating in fongs 

of extacy, the infinite perfeftions of God, 

and the boundlefs riches of redeeming love. 

** Hallelujah! Salvation, and glory, and 

honor, and power unto the Lord our 

God/'+ Worthy is the Lamb that was " flain 

to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, 

and ftrength, and honor, and glory, and blef- 

fing y% There, according to the emblemati- 

, cal language of the revelations, they are feat- 

^ ed on thrones, and receive from his hands 

celeftial diadems — for, faith the fpirit, "they 

(hall reign with him forever and ever."^ 

If human nature, notwithftanding all 
its prefent imperfeftions, is deftined ta 

/ * Pfalms xvi. ii, 
f Revelations xix. i. 
;|: Revelations v. i2. 
§ Revelations zxiL 5. 
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fuch improvement and felicity, much imw 
is it reafonable to believe that the eternal 
habitations of the pious, and the teoij^ 
of the immediate prefence of God, an 
infinitely fuperior in fplendor and glo 
jy to all that we now behold in the fubliin- 
cll, or the moft beautiful works of na- 
ture. When this veil of fenfe (hall be 
withdrawn, what an unutterable fcene of 
wonders ftiall be difclofed ! Imagination 
cannot picture them, language cannot dc 
fcribe them, we have no powers, at pre- 
fent, capable of admitting or fuftaining the 
view. Could we fuppofe a mole that gro- 
vels in the earth, enveloped in abfolute 
darknefs, and circumfcribed to a few inches, 
to be endued with the powers of vifion and 
reafon, and fuddenly admitted to contem- 
plate, with the eye of Gallileo, or the mind 
of Newton, the fplendors and boundlefs ex- 
tent of the univerfe, its ravi{hments,its tranf- 
ports, its extafies, would afford but a faint 
image of the raptures of the foul opening 
her immortal view on the glories of that 
celeftial world. 

But the glory of the heavenly ftate con- 
fifts not only in the augmented powers of 
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human nature, and the external magnifi- 
cence that adorns it, but in the holy and 
devout, and, may I not add, the benevolent 
and focial pleafures that reign there. 

There *^ the pure in heart fee God,"* — 
there they " know even as alfo they are 
Jcnown"t — there they love without fin him 
whom it was their fiipreme delight to con- 
template and to love on earth. — ^And if, 
with the divine philofopher of Greece, I 
may venture to fpeak fo, there they mingle 
themfelves with God. — But this is a fubjefl: 
which I dare not touch. I fear to profane it 
by the imperfeft colouring, or the raifguid- 
ed fervors of fenfc. — Sometimes the humble 
and devout believer, in the communion of 
his foul with God, or in the celebration of 
the precious myfteries of his grace in his 
temples here below has enjoyed fuch difcov- 
eries of liis infinite goodnefs and mercy as 
have been alraoft too powerful for the feeble 
frame of flefli and blood— Ah ! what then 
will be the manifeftations of Heaven ! My 
beloved brethren, an Almighty power, a 

• Matthew v. 8. 

I 1 Corinthians xlii. X2. 
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celcftial regeneration will be neceflary to 
enable you to fudain the unutterable blifs ! 

I have ventured to mention alfo the focial 
and benevolent pleafures of that ftate. And 
it will not, perhaps, be the fmalleft part of 
the felicity of pious fouls to enter into the 
fociety, to participate the joys, and to re* 
ceive the congratulations of thofe perfeft 
fpitits who have never fallen from, their 
reftitude, and of the faints redeemed from 
among men, who have gone before them to 
take poffeffion of their promifed reft. — 
** There is joy in Heaven, faith Chrift, over 
one finner that repenteth*" — how much 
greater will be their joy, when he has efca- 
ped the dangers of the world, when he has 
no more caufe of repentance, when he has 
kept the faith, when all his confli£ls and 
temptations arc finiOied, and he has arrived 
at the end of his courfe where nothing fhall 
even be able again to (hake the fecurity oi 
his ftate, or to impair the plenitude of his^ 
happinefs? What high enjoyment will it be 
to meet there his fellow travellers through 
the dangerous pilgrimage of life, efcaped 

♦ Luke XT. 7. 
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from its pollutions and its fnarcs. To meet 
there with " Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob and 
all the prophets/' with all the holy apoilles 
and ipartyrs of Chrift ! To meet there the 
friends who were moft dear to him on earth, 
whofe fouls were mingled with his ! To 
meet there his fellow Chriftians out of eve* 
ry denomination, on whom, perhaps, he 
had been accuftomed to look with dif* 
truft and jealoufy! Nay more, to meet 
there devout men like Cornelius from every 
nation under Heaven ; and to fee the grace 
of God infinitely more extended than thofe 
narrow limits which probably his prejudi- 
ces had prefcribed to it ! What immortal 
confolations muft fill the breafts of thofe 
who " are come unto mount Zion, unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
falem, and to an innumerable company of 
angels, to the general affembly of the Church 
ofthetirft born, who are written in Hea- 
ven, and to God the Judge of all, and 
to the fpirits of juft men made perfcft.*" 

The immutability of the happinefs of 
Heaven is another charader of it, that de^ 
ferves our confideration. The power of 

* Hebrews xii. 2a, 23. 
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God will place the redeemed beyond the 
influence of temptation and fin, and the per- 
feftion of the heavenly ftate will forever ex- 
empt them from all thofe caufes of frailty 
and change that exift upon earth. It knows 
no change except that of continual pro- 
greffion. The principal value of all our 
fourccs of enjoyment in this world is def- 
troyed by their inflability. Every objeft 
here is mutable, and difappoinls thofe who 
expctl permanent felicity from it, and pier- 
ces through xdth vianyjorrows thofe who at- 
tempt to lean upon it. Even the comforts 
that flow from religion in the prefcnt life 
are variable and uncertain, becaufe the 
fanftification of the believer is ftill partial 
and imperfeft. But, in Heaven, being per- 
fcftly holy, he fliall be completely and im- 
mutably happy. 

Eternity is the idea that crowns and en- 
riches tl)e whole. " There Ihall be no more 
death," faith thc^?;^^, the faithful and true 
xoitiiefs. The felicity of the faints, like the 
being of God, fliall be interminable- 
Glorious and confolatory truth ! I would 
willingly afTifl: your minds to frame feme 
mcafures of an immortal exiftence, but how 
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Ihall we meafure a fubjeft that fo far fur- 

paffes our feeble conceptions ? Number 

"the liars that fill the fky — reckon the fands 

upon the fea (hore — count the drops in the 

itnmeafurable ocean — compute the atoms 

that compofe the globe-^multiply them by 

jiiillions of years, and when this amazing 

fucceffion of duration {hall have been fin- 

iftied, and repeated as many times as are e- 

qual to its own units, eternity will be but 

beginning — Beginning! It cannot be faid 

to be begun. It is wrong to apply any 

term which meafures progreifion, to that 

which has no period. 

In this aftonifliing and boundlt-fs idea the 

mind is overwhelmed ! What a glory does 

it Ihed over the inheritance of the faints in 

light ! How ftrongly is it calculated to 

awaken the defires of a believer after the 

rejl that remaineihfor the people of God ! I 

may add, how well is it fitted to contble 

-thofe who mourn over their friends who 

fleep in Jefus ! If, at any time, the mind is 

I ready to link under the weight of its fuffer- 

ings in the prelcnt life, and to repine at the 

will of God, will it not become patient, and 

even thankful again, when it looks forward 

to that immortal bleffednefs to v/hich every 

3H 
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calamity that tends to crufh this frail teir- 
ment of clay, is only hailening our pallage? 
" For our light afflictions, which are but £u 
a moment, work out for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while 
we look not at the things which are feen, 
but at the things which are not feen ; for 
the things which are feen are temporal, but 
the things which are not feen are eter- 
xial."» 

Blejfed are the dead who die in the Lord! 
yea faith the Spirit^ that they may reft Jram 
their labors, and their works do JoLlow them I 
What a confolatory, what a fublime and glo- 
rious objeft is here prefented to the faith 
and hope of good men, and confirmed by 
the faithful afleverations of the fpirit erf 
truth ! All the fufFerings, induced by fin in 
the prefent life, there come to an eveilafting 
period — all the joys that human nature ex- 
alted and improved with immortal powen 
can fuftain, ihall be poffeffed by the re- 
deemed, and fhall continually increafe in 
an endlefs progreffion. There you behold 
them in the midil of their heavenly coun- 
try from which they (hall be no more ex- 
iled — there they contemplate without a veil, 

* Cor« IT. 27, i8» 
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sxi the clear, unclouded vifion of heaven^^ 

tJie adorable perfefclions of God — they be- 

kold him enthroned in glory ineffable, 

^w^hence he difpenfe^ happinefs to countlefs 

myriads of bleffed fpirit«--Rivers of plea* 

fure iffue from the foot of the eternal throne 

— ^they bathe themfelves in thofe pure and 

celeftial dreams— they are abforbed in ex* 

tacies of a divine and immortal love.. 

My brethren ! what an animating motive 
to perfeB holinefs in the fear of God; is pro- 
pofed to your faith in the bleffed promife 
of life and immortality J What a reward 
for all the labours, and felf-denials of vir- 
tue ! What a confolation under all the af- 
fliftions of life ! The happinefs of hea- 
ven is efientiatly connefted with purity of 
heart, with fanftity of manners, and with 
ufefulnefs of living. And your progrefe 
in thefe divine qualities (hall bethemeafure 
of your eternal felicity. The path of per- 
fcd virtue, indeed, is laborious, and often 
paffes ia its courfe over fteep and difficult 
I afcents. Our paffions frequently render 
extremely painful the facrifices which duty 
requires. We are obliged to combat with 
the world, its interefts, its pleafures, its ex^ 
amples^ its folicitations, and, ftill morc^ to 
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maintafn a conftant conflifl with ourfelve^^ 
But, contemplate the fublime recompence 
which religion confers on thefe labours and 
thefe facriiices, and they are arduous no 
longer. What are the enticements by 
which vice would enfnare the heart, and 
withdraw it from virtue, compared with 
that fullne/s of joy that is in the prejence of 
God, and thole rivers oi pleafure that flow 
at his right hand J or ever more! What are 
the labours or dangers of duty compared 
W'ith itsnriumpliant reward ! Endure hard^ 
nefs^ therefore, as goodjoldiers of Chrijl Jc- 
Jus^ reniembcring that thele fiiort conflids 
fhall, ere long, gain for you crowns of vic- 
tory, and encircle you with immortal glory- 

Finally, this hope affords a good man the 
bell conlblation under aflliclion. All the 
nccelTary evils of life will foon be ended, and 
will open to him a p aceful entrance into the 
joy, of his Lord, If dileafe and pain are haf- 
tcniiig his return to the dixjifrom zohtch he was 
taken, why ftiould he repine,fince they are at 
the fame time bringing him to thofe Living 
fountains of immortal heahh,where Godjhall 
xDipe aiody all tears from his eyes? If the 
Geared ties of fricndihip, or of love are bro- 
ken afunder, and his heart is torn by cruel 
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bereavements ; religion enables hrni to find 
a. fweet repofe in God his beft friend, and 
condufts his hopes to a fpeedy and delight- 
ful re-union, in the regions of the WHfed, 
with thofe pure and virtuous fouls who were 
here moft dear to his heart. In like manner, 
if poverty overwhelm him, or his faireft pof- 
fellions have been blafled by the ftroke of di- 
vine providence, are they not infinitely more 
than compenfated in that heavenly i^iherit- 
ance to which, by divine grace, he is born ? 
— And, when death comes to diffolve the 
temporary and decaying tabernacle in 
which he had fojourned in this barren wil- 
dernefs, can he be difmayed, or yield to im- 
pious fears, when he fees beyond its flood 
the Land (^/^promifed rejt, in which there is 
prepared for him abuiLdingof God, an h^ufc 
not made with hands, eternal in the luaveiu ! 

Blejfcd are the dead wJw die in the Lord — 

yeajaith the SpirU, that they may rcjtjrom 

their labours, and their works do follow than I 

AMEN. 

F I N I S. 



A LIST OF ERRORS, 
Which tbe Reader is requefied to corredi^ owing to the ren»S^ 
JkuMtien of the Author from the Prefj. 

Page II, line 16, before rancour infert the 
Page 26» line 24, for dreadful^ lesLdfearfui 
Page 4J^ line 25, for ambitoutf read amhitiour 
Page 46, iine 14, for cff/I of, read caji off 
Page 99» line 2 1, for propably, read probably 
Page 1 19» line i, for /i6^, read all 
Page 121, line 3, for reJU£ling^ read unrefeding 
Page 122, line 6, for ajjential x^zA effential 
Page 126, note, {qt peckereffe^ vt^d pechereffe 
Page 169, line 15, ftrike out to 
Page 213, line 139 before citizens ivSetlgood 
Page 216, line 22, {qt from^ read by 

do. lint 23, for receive^ read ^wr 

do. line 24, after deftiny inCtrt pronounced^ 
Page 29O9 line 13, for the read an 
Page 309, line 3, for ^rr«iy read dra*tv 
Page 3189 note, line i, {or illuminatti, read illumifjati 
Page 321, line 3, after 3ii/, infert /^<rr 
Page 331, line £^, {ox friendly, xcsid finally 
Page 338, line 9, for breajis, read ^r^/j/? 
Page 353, line 12, for corrupt, read corrupt 
Page 370, line 8, for ^^^, xesidyou 

do. line 9, for ^i^^x»> read j^^a 
Page 384, line 12, sStex pqfterity infert — 

do. line 14, ftrike out — before on 
Page 387, line lo, for dejlraflion, read diJiraOion 
Page 405, line 7, for uncovered, read undifcovered 
Page 41 1 » line 18, (Irike out ;?;^/x 
Page 430* line 21, for even read evsr 
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